104

AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION
ADOPTED BY THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES
February 10-11, 2003

RESOLVED, That the American Bar Association supports the enactment of reasonable
and balanced initiatives designed to detect and prevent domestic and international money
laundering and terrorist financing.
FURTHER RESOLVED, That any efforts to establish and implement international and
United States policies to combat domestic and international money laundering and
terrorist financing should be consistent with the following principles:
(1) lawyers play a critical and independent role in the administration of justice and in
ensuring lawful compliance by persons and entities involved in commercial and financial
activities;
(2) the judiciary and the organized bar are responsible for establishing ethical rules
governing the activities of lawyers and for ensuring that the profession adheres to the
highest standards of professional and lawful conduct; and
(3) there is a critical need for confidentiality in client communications with lawyers to
ensure the independence of the bar, protect the lawyer-client relationship, and support the
proper functioning of the legal system;
FURTHER RESOLVED, That the American Bar Association:
(1) opposes any law or regulation that, while taking action to combat money laundering
or terrorist financing, would compel lawyers to disclose confidential information to
government officials or otherwise compromise the lawyer-client relationship or the
independence of the bar; and
(2) will continue to review the Model Rules of Professional Responsibility and evaluate
whether the rules permitting, in appropriate circumstances, disclosure of confidential
information should be modified to permit disclosure of information demonstrating the
clear intent of a client to commit criminal acts such as money laundering; and
(3) urges bar associations and law schools to undertake education efforts to ensure that
lawyers are informed regarding the scope of money laundering laws and the anti-money
laundering requirements that apply to lawyers to safeguard the profession from being
used to facilitate money laundering or terrorist financing activity.

