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February 8, 2007

January 24, 2008
January 24, 2008
Dear Senator:
For many years the health care needs of our nation’s Native American and Alaska
Native populations have been compromised by Congressional inaction. The 110th
Congress has an opportunity to address this problem by reauthorizing the Indian
Health Care Improvement Act (IHCIA) promptly. We applaud the Senate leadership
for bringing reauthorization legislation, S. 1200 to the floor for a vote this week, and
we urge your support for its passage.
For seven years the IHCIA has lacked a full reauthorization and has existed on
continuing resolutions. As a result, health care programs authorized under IHCIA
have remained substantially the same since their creation in 1976, although the state
and quality of health care in the United States has changed dramatically. For example,
use of comprehensive mental health, behavioral health and substance abuse treatment
programs has evolved significantly, and there have been enormous advancements in
community-based care protocols, medical information-sharing and communication
technology that have transformed medical care. Programs reflecting modern practices
in patient care management have not been made sufficiently available to groups reliant
upon the Act for their health care needs.
American Indians and Alaska Natives continue to experience dramatic health
disparities and high mortality rates compared to the rest of the American population.
The mortality rate from diabetes for American Indians and Alaska Natives is 420
percent higher than that for the general population; from accidents, 280 percent; from
suicide, 190 percent; and from alcoholism, 770 percent higher. These communities
face serious public health issues that should be addressed with the best modern
methods and techniques tailored to their needs.
We urge the Senate not to delay final action on S. 1200. It is important that the
Senate pass the bill promptly to allow sufficient time for final passage of this
important legislation before the end of the session.
Sincerely,

Denise A. Cardman
Acting Director

