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PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS
ABA Journal

· The Journal’s Daily News feed is now available on Amazon’s Kindle wireless e-book reader: http://www.amazon.com/ABA-Journal-Daily-News/dp/B002OB4DF6  Because Amazon set the price at $0.99 per month and they can distribute the content on other e-book readers, the magazine content will not be made available on Kindle, just the daily news stories. 

· The Magazine Publishers Association – the trade association for magazine publishers – featured the Journal’s November 2008 Obama cover in their web video about “20 facts that showcase magazine vitality, in 140 characters or less.”  It’s the only business-to-business title in the presentation, sandwiched between Esquire and the New Yorker at the 56-second mark: http://www.magazine.org/tweetable-truths    

· The cover story about the suicide of DC appellate litigator Mark Levy days after he was downsized by his firm received kudos from our competitors in late October. The Wall Street Journal Law Blog called it “gripping” (http://blogs.wsj.com/law/2009/10/21/on-the-tragic-story-of-kilpatrick-stocktons-mark-levy/), the Blog of Legal Times said it was a “powerful story that offers lessons about life and work” (http://legaltimes.typepad.com/blt/2009/10/morning-wrap-3.html), and AmLaw Daily said it was a “good, if somber, read that calls into question the pressures to succeed in today's legal profession” (http://amlawdaily.typepad.com/amlawdaily/2009/10/the-tragedy-of-kilpatrick-stocktons-mark-levy.html). 

· The Journal was named one of three honorable mentions – along with the Wall Street Journal and the Seattle Times – in the Barlett & Steele Awards for Investigative Business Journalism, given by the Donald W. Reynolds National Center for Business Journalism at Arizona State University. The award was for the October 2008 story “The Curious Case of Alex Latifi.” More information here: http://www.businessjournalism.org/pages/biz/2009/10/the_miami_herald_and_bloomberg_1/ 
ABAesq Twitter Pilot Project

· The ABAesq Twitter account (http://www.twitter.com/abaesq) has grown to 270 followers, published over 120 tweets, acquired over 140 re-tweets (or mentions to the followers network) and generated 1800 visits to the ABA website over the month of October.  The focus of the ABAesq Twitter account is to communicate the activities, news, resources and events of the ABA.  
· The initial focus is on distribution and brand awareness of the ABA beyond our membership. Notable uses of ABAesq include tweeting pro bono facts for the National Pro Bono Celebration, coordinating with media relations/GAO to tweet about the red flags court ruling as quickly as possible, tweeting about the YLD disaster assistance hotline when it was activated, and tweeting pictures from the TIPS service project in San Diego. The pilot project will next focus on using Twitter for conversion (meeting registrations) and revenue (purchase of products).  
· Staff has begun testing an analytics tracking tool to see how it can help us better understand the amount of ABAnet web traffic generated through ABAesq, the behavior of these users once they come to the site, and the categories of tweets that receive the most clicks (news, practice tips, events, resources, etc.). 

Administrative Law

· The Section increased attendance at its 2009 Administrative Law Conference by 67 percent The Conference, held at the Washington Convention Center, featured 105 speakers and attracted high level administration officials, judges, private practitioners and academics. Press coverage was substantial, particularly in the areas of ethics reform and lobbying regulations. Keynote speakers included Norman Eisen, White House General Counsel on Ethics and Government Reform, and Ron Klain, Chief of Staff to Vice President Biden. 

· The Section produced a brown-bag lunch, “A Retrospective on Rulemaking: Observations from the Departments of Labor and Homeland Security,” attended by 50 government and private practice attorneys. 

Antitrust 

· The Council approved Section comments for submission to the Federal Trade Commission and Department of Justice regarding their Horizontal Merger Review Guidelines (submitted for blanket authority). The Council also approved the 2010 Spring Meeting programs slate.
· The first of a series of Antitrust Section “Dinner Programs” convened October 15 in Washington, DC (Jones Day) – “The Cartel Enforcement Dinner” brought together senior officials of the U.S. Department of Justice Antitrust Division and experienced practitioners for a lively discussion of current issues in cartel enforcement over a pleasant dinner.
· The Section held its Antitrust Litigation Course on October 16 in Washington, DC. The program was successful and received the following accolade from an attendee from the Federal Trade Commission: “I’m writing to share that Friday’s ABA Litigation Course was *excellent.* I’m really glad I went. It was a well-prepared moot court with Tom Leary as the Judge, Roby Robertson & Rich Parker (O’Melveny) arguing for the Government and Katherine Forrest (Cravath) & George Cary (Cleary) arguing for the Defendants. The case was rich in facts (someone must have spent months preparing it), they held direct and cross investigations of two witnesses and two economists, and Tom Leary gave excellent remarks at the end. I’m told they hold it every other year. Judging from the level of this one, I would highly recommend it.” 
· The Section published eight Committee newsletters; and held 13 Committee programs (Brown Bags) and two teleseminars on a variety of timely antitrust topics. 
· The Federal Civil Enforcement Committee adopted the advisory board concept and has created an "editorial board" for its newsletter as a way to get younger section members (and particularly agency lawyers) involved in committee activities. 
· The Distribution and Franchising Committee held a "Maximizing Your Membership" town hall program for its members seeking their input on committee activities. 
· Details of the Section’s legislative activity in September can be found on the Section’s website at www.abanet.org/antitrust. 
· The Section was asked by U.S. Representative Zoe Lofgren’s office to conduct a seminar/briefing on the basics of antitrust law and policy for the members of Congress and its staff. The Section coordinated with the GAO and the Policy Office to submit and receive expedited approval from the BOG Operations and Communications Committee to cosponsor this event. Planning is underway. 
· The Section was asked to present testimony before the Subcommittee on Courts and Competition Policy, Committee on the Judiciary, U.S. House of Representatives, concerning H.R. 3596, “The Health Insurance Industry Antitrust Enforcement Act of 2009.” President Lamm gave approval for the Section chair, Ilene Gotts, to present testimony on behalf of the ABA.  
· The Section held a “Why Antitrust?” program at Temple University Beasley School of Law on October 28. 
· Twenty states were selected to participate in the “Janet D. Steiger Fellowship Project.”  
Business Law
· The Section’s Council Committee on Finance is undertaking a study on the Section's subsidized travel program and policies.  The Planning Committee met in October and set its agenda which includes, among other issues, the following: Updating the Section's Business Plan; analysis of the Section's special projects; and review of the mission statements of the Council Committees. 

· The Council Committee kicked off its series of one-hour conference calls for committee chairs.  The purpose of the conference calls will be to share information and have discussions around topics that are critical to running successful committees. Over 40 people participated on the first call which was focused on CLE Programming. Topics included a discussion of the Section’s current CLE offerings; Q and A on its new CLE Program Allotment Model for spring 2010; and a discussion of important planning deadlines. The second part of the call was a discussion about best practices in programming and other delivery opportunities.  The session was well received by the committee chairs and feedback has been very positive. 

· The Member Services Committee held a call in October setting out its agenda for the year. Topics included: Membership; outreach to law students and young lawyers; outreach to international members; and member services issues related to the delivery of substantive business law programming. 
· While slightly up in all categories, for the first time in 18 months BL has seen more Class 7 members leave this month than came in via recruitment. Some of this loss appears to be from members formerly in group membership. The Section will survey these members to determine their reasons for leaving. The Section’s law student numbers are rising as student recruitment to the ABA is increasing through ABA Days on Campus in which BL is an active participant. 
· The Section will again have a robust student program at the Fall Meeting, coordinated by the Business Law Society at Drexel University, which will include a mentoring program and tour of the SEC headquarters. Marketing for the Fall Meeting appears to be successful as numbers are on par with last year's performance. The host committee for the 2010 Spring Meeting is coming together with 12 firms in the Denver area participating and $50,000 in sponsorship already committed. 

· Media Relations is working with the Consumer Financial Services and Cyberspace Committees on a coordinated campaign to promote the SafeBorrowing and SafeShopping websites over the holidays.  This exercise is also serving to improve both sites as they now cross link to each others resources.  Several section leaders have also been interviewed by radio and television outlets on corporate governance issues. 
· The ABA Task Force on Financial Regulatory Reform worked to finalize a resolution that was presented to the Board of Governors at its October meeting. The proposed resolution and report opposes certain lawyer regulation provisions in H.R. 3126, the Consumer Financial Protection Agency Act, and any other similar legislation. 
· The Section held the following three live meetings in October: 
· Business Bankruptcy Committee Meeting, planned in conjunction with the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, was held October 18-21 in Las Vegas and drew a record 300 attendees. 
· Working Group on Legal Opinions met October 19-20 in New York, NY. 
· The DirectWomen Institute and Annual Sandra Day O’Connor Board Excellence Awards Luncheon was held October 28-30. Although the Section is transitioning this project to an outside organization, it is providing onsite execution of the meeting. Now in its third year, this conference is designed to identify, develop and support women attorneys toward officer positions in Fortune 500 Companies. There are 21 Class Members, five award honorees, 40 alumnae and 20 faculty members participating.  Approximately 400 attended the Sandra Day O’Connor luncheon. 

· The Section held the following four teleconferences/webcasts: Defending SEC Investigations, (46 registrants); Recent Developments in Delaware Corporate Law and LLCs, (396 registrants); Anatomy of a Workout (141 registrants); M & A Negotiation Trends Involving Public Targets: Insights from the 2009 Strategic Buyer/Public Target Deal Points Study (60 registrants)
· The Section held the following two National Institutes: Securities Fraud 2009, cosponsored with Criminal Justice, (75 registrants); Banking Law Basics, (40 registrants)
· The Section’s Business Bankruptcy Committee presented “Effectively Assisting Pro Se Filers:  A View from the Bench at its recent meeting, held concurrently with the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. The program was well attended with members of the bankruptcy bench and bar, consumer advocates, and members of academia attending. During the meeting, staff reached out to the local legal aid and pro bono communities, encouraging attendance from as far away as Detroit.  Staff also met with legal aid and pro bono providers from Michigan, Montana and Nevada during the conference. 
· The Committee on Federal Regulation of Securities submitted three comment letters in October under the approved technical comments procedure. 
Center for Professional Responsibility
· The Center co-sponsored the Joseph G. Miller and William C. Becker Institute for Professional Responsibility’s inaugural symposium, “Lawyers without Borders and Practicing Law in the Electronic Age” at the University of Akron School of Law.  (read related Conference Report from the ABA/BNA Lawyers’ Manual on Professional Conduct).  

· Associate Professionalism Counsel presented a session on “The Rule of Law” at the Constitutional Rights Foundation Chicago 2009 Illinois Law-Related Education Conference at Hamburger University.

· Ethics Counsel presented a paper to the University of Illinois at Chicago's School of Business at the invitation of the Integritas Institute, which coordinates ethics curriculum in UIC's medical and business schools, and served as a program panelist. 
· Joint responsibility: Sharing legal fees between lawyers not in the same firm, by ETHICSearch Director appeared in the Oct. “Eye on Ethics” column of Your ABA. 
· The ABA/BNA Lawyers’ Manual on Professional Conduct published articles covering the Miller-Becker Institute for Professional Responsibility Symposium at the University of Akron School of Law and noteworthy recent opinions and decisions including the Ninth Circuit’s reversal of a California district court’s suppression in a criminal prosecution of statements that a Broadcom executive made to lawyers in the course of the company’s investigation of stock-option backdating practices and the U.S. House’s unanimous passage of a bill exempting small law firms and other small businesses from the requirements of the FTC’s new “red flag” rules, among others.
· The Center published the 2009 Journal of The Professional Lawyer and the 2010 Compendium of Professional Responsibility Rules and Standards. 
· Associate Regulation Counsel prepared a memo for former ABA President Robert Grey regarding the lawyer regulation in the United States and the implications of global legal practice developments for his participation on a panel at the October meeting of the Union Internationale des Avocats.  She also participated in meetings of the ABA Task Force on International Trade in Legal Services to discuss the ways in which the Task Force can work cooperatively with the U.S. Department of Commerce to gather data relating to exports in legal services and identify outreach efforts to state and local bar associations regarding implementation of ABA policies relating to practice in the U.S. by foreign lawyers.
· Regulation Counsel provided comments to the ABA Government Affairs Office on correspondence on the “Red Flags” Rule.  On October 29th, the ABA's motion for summary judgment for declaratory and injunctive relief from the Rule’s application to lawyers was granted. 
Center for Racial and Ethnic Diversity

· The Diversity Center staff collaborated with ABA Membership and Marketing Department to develop a “Convention Special” membership initiative for the national bars of color.  This initiative has been implemented with the Hispanic National Bar Association and will be presented at the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association (NAPABA) Convention in November.
· The Spirit of Excellence winners have been posted to the Commission’s website.
· Diversity staff began planning a Midyear roundtable on diversity in the military JAG Corps.  The Commission has secured the participation of Capt. David Iglesias, JAG, USN of the Office of the Chief Prosecutor, Office of Military Commissions to spearhead this roundtable.

Children and the Law
· The Center hosted the “Lawyers for Families Symposium: Strengthening Legal Representation for Families in Child Welfare Proceedings” in Lansing, MI. This program was attended by several Michigan Supreme Court justices including the Chief Justice, dependency court judges and referees from across the state, court administrators, and state legislators. The all-day forum was planned by the Center to bring together key state stakeholders, including attorneys, bar leaders, and child welfare professionals, to discuss implementation of the Center’s new report Legal Representation for Parents in Child Welfare Proceedings: A Performance-Based Analysis of Michigan Practice. This research was done for the Child Welfare Services Division of the Michigan State Court Administrative Office, and represents the most comprehensive state study yet done on the provision of legal counsel to indigent parents in cases involving state custodial intervention in the family due to allegations of abuse or neglect. 

· In October, the child advocacy organization, First Star, issued its second edition of A Child’s Right to Counsel: A National Report Card on Legal Representation for Abused & Neglected Children. As an appendix, this publication included the entire text of a proposed draft Model Act on this topic, developed principally by the Center, working with the ABA Litigation Section. First Star endorsed this Model Act and it gave it a “Score of 100” and a grade of “A+.”

Client Protection
· The Standing Committee sent a letter to the New Mexico Public Regulation Commission encouraging the adoption of the payee notification in New Mexico. The committee prepared and circulated to all ABA entities and other interested parties for comment a draft Report with Recommendations amending the Model Rule on Financial Recordkeeping that will be filed for consideration by the ABA House of Delegates at the 2010 ABA Midyear Meeting.  Questionnaires have been developed for the 2010 Salary Survey for Administrators of Lawyers’ Funds for Client Protection, last conducted in 2002.  The results will be published by May 2010.

Communications Law

· The Forum held its teleconference, “The Right of Publicity:  From Pop Stars to Politicians” on October 22 and drew 97 participants, with an estimated revenue of $3,205. The topic has also been submitted as a proposed showcase program for the 2010 ABA Annual Meeting. 
· There are 25 confirmed sponsors for the 15th Annual Conference in Key Largo, Florida, scheduled for January 28-30, 2010.  The retrospective panel on access to the courts fifteen years after People v. Simpson will feature Chris Darden, who was the prosecutor at the time, and Kato Kaelin. The luncheon guest speaker will be David Kaplan, Newsweek editor and author of The Accidental President. Mr. Kaplan will speak about the Florida recount, 10 years later. 

· The 13th Annual Media Advocacy Workshop, taking place during the Forum’s Annual Conference, is being sponsored by eight firms, and combines hands-on advocacy training with substantive areas of media law. Workshop participants will argue an access motion, a motion involving invasion of privacy and hidden cameras and conducting a pre-publication review. 

· The 2nd Annual First Amendment and Media Law Diversity Moot Court Competition will also take place during the Forum’s annual conference. The following judges will participate in the final round of the oral argument: Judge Julio Fuentes of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, Judge Martha Warner of the Florida Fourth District Court of Appeals, and Judge Joseph Hatchett, former Chief Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit and Chair of the Appellate Practice group at Akerman Senterfitt. The competition’s lead sponsor is the Scripps Howard Foundation. 
Construction Law

· The Forum held a very successful Fall meeting in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  The Two-Way Street of Construction Counseling: Learning from the Ins & Outs, focused on inside counsel. Typical inside counsel attendance is less than one dozen and at this meeting there were over 60 inside counsel attendees. Total attendance was 468 and just shy of the record of 500. 
Criminal Justice
· Several successful CLE meetings were conducted including: “Cybercrime, Data Breaches and Red Flags: The New Wave” held in Philadelphia on October 15; “Fourth Annual Securities Fraud National Institute” held in Washington, DC on October 15-16; and “Watching the Watchdog: A Review of SIGTARP’s First Year and Beyond” held in New York City on October 29. 

· Grants awarded: 1) From the National Institute of Justice to conduct a three year study of collateral consequences. The Section has assembled a broad coalition of national and local groups and individual experts to meet the challenge of compiling a comprehensive and functional inventory of the collateral consequences of criminal convictions in the laws and practices of federal, state, and territorial jurisdictions; 2) From the Bureau of Justice Assistance for a  “Racial Justice Task Force Pilot Project Model” in four jurisdictions to provide facilitation and informational resources to each pilot jurisdiction; evaluate the RJTF Model’s effectiveness in engaging community stakeholders, developing stakeholder consensus regarding the racial justice issues that exist in each jurisdiction, develop a work-plan to address a specific racial justice issue(s) in each jurisdiction, develop a sustainable plan for the RJTF beyond the pilot period, and develop written materials and information (articles, reports, tool kits, etc.) to support replication.
Delivery of Legal Services

· The Standing Committee held its fall meeting in Memphis on October 30-31.  The Committee discussed the possibility of seeking ABA approval to file an amicus brief in Ratliff v. Astrue, a case before the SCOTUS regarding the award of attorneys’ fees in a Social Security claim when there is a government debt. 

Dispute Resolution
· The Section produced the 7th Annual Advanced Mediation and Advocacy Skills Institute in Philadelphia with a sold-out attendance. The attendance for the program is limited to 100 to maintain the faculty/student ratio. The registration price was also increased by roughly 15 percent without a problem.

Diversity Commission

· The first program in the diversity distance learning program series took place on October 16.  The program on implicit bias in attorney evaluation systems was well received.  270 pre-registered for the program and approximately 80 participated in the live program in DC.  

Domestic Violence

· The Commission officially launched the National Domestic Violence Pro Bono Directory (www.probono.net/dv), with assistance from ABA Media and support of the Avon Foundation for Women and Verizon Wireless HopeLine. 

· The Commission’s director attended: an invitation-only 15th Anniversary of Violence Against Women Act celebration at the home of Vice President and Dr. Biden; an invitation-only day-long national strategy planning meeting with other national violence against women advocates; a second day-long national strategy planning meeting specifically targeting Violence Against Women Act reauthorization in 2010; and an invitation-only US Department of Justice celebration of Domestic Violence Awareness Month with Attorney General Eric Holder. 

· The Commission together with GAO submitted written testimony supporting introduction and passage of International Violence Against Women Act to both Senate and House Foreign Relations committees, submitted written testimony supporting elimination of domestic violence as a ‘pre-existing condition’ for health insurance to Senate HELP committee, and added Violence Against Women Act reauthorization to ABA Day priorities. 

· The Commission received a contract from the US Department of Justice for $700,000 over 24 months to provide CLE to grantee-lawyers. 

· The Domestic Violence Awareness Month cell phone drive in Chicago and DC ABA offices was sponsored by the Commission, with assistance from the director of the ABA Center on Pro Bono and Verizon Wireless HopeLine. 

· Materials on intersection of domestic violence and human trafficking were prepared for FJE presentation to ABE. 

· The Commission appointed liaisons to the Standing Committee on Substance Abuse and the Commission on Homeless and Poverty.  

Election Law
· The Standing Committee’s Advisory Commission member Benjamin Griffith spoke at a program entitled “What is the Right to Vote? The Voting Rights Act, Then and Now,” held at the Fall 2009 Meeting of the ABA Young Lawyers Division in Birmingham, AL.

Entertainment and Sports Law
· The Forum’s annual meeting held in New York drew 290 attendees, just slightly higher attendance than last year’s meeting. 
· The Forum’s Governing Committee (GC) met at the conclusion of the annual meeting, led by the new chair, Kirk Schroder. The discussion focused on membership, non-dues revenues, division vice-chair appointments and creating an international advisory committee. The chair appointed GC members to oversee several Forum projects such as a communications plan and planning for next year’s annual meeting in Las Vegas. 
· The Forum is planning six to eight webinars for the 2010 calendar year. 

· The fall issue of Entertainment Lawyer has been published. Articles include topics on the complex world of television music licensing, survival tactics in contracting times, navigating the tangled web of webcasting royalties, and commercial value of rights of publicity. 
Environment, Energy and Resources
· The final numbers for the Section's 17th Fall Meeting held September 23-26 in Baltimore, MD were higher than reported last month and higher than any recent Section program with over 417 registrants. 

· The Section is presenting “Key Enforcement and Regulatory Developments in U.S. EPA Region 8.”  This timely conference on environmental enforcement and regulatory developments in the U.S. EPA is being held in the Region 8 states of Colorado, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, Wyoming, and 27 Tribal Nations. This program, being held November 5-6 in Denver will focus on developments of particular concern in these western states and across this EPA Region, and is unique in its substantial EPA Region 8, EPA Headquarters, and State environmental enforcement managers’ participation on the program faculty. This program is accented by a plenary session among senior state environmental enforcement managers and a keynote address by the Assistant Regional Administrator of U.S. EPA Region 8’s Office of Enforcement, Compliance, and Environmental Justice. 
· The Section held two Quick Teleconferences during October attracting approximately 75 listeners at each program: “EPA's Multi-Pollutant Strategy for Replacing CAIR and CAMR;” and “A Board’s –Eye View of Environmental Liabilities: Using Financial Analytics to Assess Accounting Estimates, Materiality, and Solvency
Environmental Law
· The Committee published its annual Directory of ABA Environmental Law and CLE Contacts. 

· The Committee organized and convened a webinar flowing from its canceled 2009 Spring Conference and began organizing a second webinar for November. Arnold & Porter hosted the first program, and the University of Denver Sturm College of Law will host the second program.

Ethics and Professional Responsibility
· The Standing Committee approved a new formal ethics opinion, “Disclosure of Conflicts Information When Lawyers Move Between Law Firms,” which will be published later this fall.  Ethics Counsel prepared an analysis regarding ABA responses to federal initiatives that implicate confidentiality, the attorney-client privilege and professional independence at the request of ABA President Carolyn Lamm.
· ETHICSearch lawyers responded to calls on topics this month including lawyers owning businesses with nonlawyers; conflicts involving prospective clients; deceased client confidences; sharing fees with out of state lawyers; the proper use of "attorney at law" on attorney letterhead and client communications; moonlighting; conflicts of interest in administrative agencies where staff lawyers advise agency personnel in transactions with third parties and then advise agency ALJs when the same transactions are the subject of litigation before the agency; secretly recording telephone conversations and conflicts between legal services organizations who refer clients to each other.  Comments received include: “This is fabulous.” “Thanks so much for such a complete, helpful and timely response.” “You have turned out to be a great resource.”
Ethics 20/20
· The ABA Commission on Ethics 20/20 submitted a status memo and appeared before the ABA Board of Governors at its October meeting. A memo was sent to ABA Section, Division, Forum, Standing and Special Committee, Commission, and Task Force Chairs and Staff inviting their participation and encouraging their members to sign up for the Commission’s discussion list serve to receive updates on issues, submit recommendations for consideration, learn about meetings, public hearings, and educational programs, and receive draft proposals for comment.  
· A working group on inbound foreign lawyer issues was created to develop draft policy recommendations regarding pro hac vice admission by foreign lawyers and authorizing foreign in-house counsel to register and work in the U.S. for their employers.  The working group will also consider whether the Model Rule for Temporary Practice by Foreign Lawyers should be merged into the temporary practice provisions of ABA Model Rule of Professional Conduct 5.5.  Commission member Jeffrey Golden and Commission Counsel attended the Section of International Law Council Meeting to discuss how the Section can assist with gathering information regarding issues of concern to U.S. lawyers and law firms practicing abroad.
Family Law
· The Section’s Fall CLE Conference held on October 7-10 in Montreal was a great success. Attendance surpassed expectations -- greater than the two most recent Section conferences and comparable to Fall Conferences in 2006 and 2007. The bus tour of Montreal, the Newcomers' Dinner, and the Dancing with the Lawyers dinner-dance had outstanding attendance and were enjoyed with great enthusiasm. The Section offered a special CLE track on Assisted Reproductive Technology, in addition to the usual schedule of CLE programming. A plenary session addressing the Hague Convention on International Child Abduction had record attendance. 

· The Section Council meeting included an intense discussion of the Uniform Law Commission's (formerly NCCUSL) Uniform Collaborative Law Act, followed by a vote to cosponsor the recommendation at the ABA 2010 Midyear Meeting. The Council also voted to cosponsor a recommendation to reauthorize the federal Violence Against Women Act (VAWA). Topping off the meeting, the Council engaged in a lively debate on the pros and cons of alimony guidelines, with representatives from Canada providing an international perspective.

Franchising
· The Forum held its Annual Meeting in Toronto on October 14-16. The meeting went well and attendance reached 660. Plenary speaker, Greg Nathan, a renowned franchise relationship expert and author from Australia, provided insight into what franchisees and franchisors truly want from one another and the attributes needed to engineer a healthy culture. The Forum worked with the Ontario Bar and the Canadian Bar on joint programming to attract more Canadian lawyers to the meeting. 
· The recipient of the first Lew Rudnick Award for 2009 was John Baer of Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal. 
· Joseph Fittante of Larking Hoffman, Leslie Curran of Plave Koch and Mike Joblove of Genovese, Joblove & Battista were nominated and approved as new Governing Committee members with terms starting in August 2010. 

· The Forum membership approved the recommended bylaw change that will increase the current governing committee size from nine to eleven. This amendment will go to the ABA Board for approval at the Annual Meeting. The editor of the Franchise Lawyer is working with ABA Publishing to re-design the current electronic version to make it more modern and user friendly. 
General Practice, Solo and Small Firm Practitioners
· The GPSolo Fall Meeting and National Solo and Small Firm Conference (NSSFC) were featured in the October 14 issue of the Daily Journal, the largest legal paper in California. Over 30 CLE sessions were held during the two-day conference including a Young Lawyers Institute at the NSSFC. Speaker Jay Foonberg presented the first live teleconference broadcast from the conference “How to Hang Your Shingle and Start Your Firm.” Two public service projects were held during the Division’s fall meeting. A collection of school supplies was collected for Uncommon Good – Fostering idealism in education, medicine, and law. The Division collected an entire box full of supplies along with $700 in cash and gift cards for this organization. Additionally, members were encouraged to sign the Birmingham Pledge. The Birmingham Pledge is a grassroots effort to recognize the dignity and worth of every individual, by making a personal, daily commitment to remove prejudice from our own lives and to treat all people with respect. 

· The GPSolo Law Student Committee held an information session, “How to Get a Job at a Small Firm,” at Loyola University Law School. Over 70 students attended the session. The program was video recorded and streamed live to the university students. The session is available to be viewed at https://technology.lls.edu/cevents/. Due to the strong interest of law students to go solo or work at a small firm, GPSolo would like to bring this workshop to more law schools. Justin Silverman, ABA GPSolo Law Student Liaison, is coordinating this effort. The Division created several video vignettes of member leaders, which will be used as a leadership training program for committee chairs to help them understand the Division’s structure, and to assist them with planning for the upcoming year. These video vignettes will be posted to the website. 

· GPSolo has just published the fourth installment of its well-received “Bumps in the Road” series in GPSolo magazine (October/November 2009). This special issue addresses the mental health, substance abuse, and quality-of-life challenges confronted all too frequently by lawyers. 
· In the aforementioned GPSolo issue, the Division collaborated with the ABA Center for Professional Responsibility on an article, “Legal Ethics.” This article highlighted the various ABA services available for members to assist them to make informed decisions about ethics-related issues. 

· Two issues of the SOLO e-Newsletters were sent. The SOLO e-Newsletter is a handy, quick-read newsletter e-mailed quarterly. SOLO Vol. 15 No. 3 was focused on immigration law. 

· A variety of local groups have formed from the ABA GPSolo Solosez listserv. Local groups meet for lunch, dinner, or other activities to network, ask advice on how to handle problem cases, get technical advice, or discuss practice management issues. The following SoloSez local groups met this past month: Long Island, NY; Northern IL / Southern WI; New Jersey; Los Angeles during the GPSolo National Solo & Small Firm Conference; Nashville, TN; Central Florida; Triangle Area, NC; Northshore MA; DC/ VA / MD Group; Columbus, OH; and San Francisco, CA. 

· GPSolo released The Commercial Real Estate Lawyer's Job: A Survival Guide by Brad Dashoff and John Antonacci. Intended as an essential tool for both new and seasoned real estate lawyers, this book provides basic instruction on commercial real estate assignments they are likely to receive. The Commercial Real Estate Lawyer's Job explains the most common transactions, and the tasks associated with them. It offers practical advice for organizing workload, provides tips for success, and details vital resources needed for real estate lawyers.

· GPSolo released a new edition of an ABA best seller, Preparing Witnesses, Third Edition, by Daniel I. Small. Best-selling ABA author, Dan Small, has further mastered and detailed the process of witness preparation. Parts of it are written in the “voice” of speaking to a client, because learning how to best communicate these ideas is often as important as the ideas themselves. This publication includes CD-ROM with all appendix material.

 Government and Public Sector Lawyers
· The Division partnered with the Arkansas Bar Association to present the 11th Annual Government Practice Institute on October 16 in Little Rock. Feedback from participants was positive. Also on October 16 the Division presented a Public Lawyer Career panel program with the University of Arkansas Bowen School Of Law, with higher than expected turnout. 

· The Fall Council meeting was held on October 17.
· The fall issue of the Division’s newsletter, Pass it On, was finalized and mailed.
Governmental Affairs

· A federal district judge granted ABA’s motion for summary judgment against the FTC's enforcing the Red Flags Rule against lawyers.  Both parties must submit to the court an agreed-upon schedule for final resolution of the matter by Nov. 20th.  The FTC then delayed enforcement of the rule until June 1, 2010 with a reference in the release that this in no way affects the timeline of the ruling or any subsequent appeals. On Oct. 20, the House passed, by a 400-0 vote, Red Flag legislation (H.R. 3763), amending the Fair Credit Reporting Act to provide for an exclusion from Red Flag Guidelines for certain businesses.  (The exclusion is absolute for law firms with 20 or fewer employees; others would have to apply, but would clearly qualify, for an exemption from the FTC.) 
· Legislation introduced in both House and Senate Judiciary Committees calls for a total repeal of the McCarran-Ferguson antitrust exemption enjoyed by the insurance industry. On October 8, chair of the Antitrust Section testified for the ABA in a House Judiciary Subcommittee on the same legislation.  Prior to ABA’s engagement, it appeared as if a straight repeal without safe harbors would have been part of the health reform proposals in both houses of Congress. However, the House Judiciary Committee voted Oct. 21 to partially repeal the exemption by adding safe harbors. 
· The Standing Committee on Governmental Affairs (SCGA) met in Washington Oct. 13; this was the first all-day meeting for the Committee and involved an intensive review of GAO activities, brainstorming about how to improve the advocacy efforts of the ABA, and an action plan for moving forward.

· The ABA Task Force on Attorney-Client Privilege met Oct. 27 and voted to recommend that the ABA urge the Department of Justice to make further revisions to the new corporate charging guidelines issued in August 2008.  The Task Force, in coordination with GAO, will send its proposed revisions to the DOJ policy, to senior DOJ officials.  

· On Oct. 22, the House Financial Services Committee marked up and approved the Consumer Financial Protection Agency Act, H.R. 3126 (CFPAA), which includes language granting the new agency authority to regulate lawyers to the extent that they engage in various "financial activities," many of which involve representation of clients.  Because the ABA lacked specific policy on this issue, GAO worked with the ABA Task Force on Financial Markets Regulatory Reform to develop an ABA resolution opposing the expanded lawyer regulation contained in the CFPAA; the resolution was submitted to the Board of Governors and approved at their Oct. 30 meeting. 

· Professor Landsman represented the ABA at the meeting of the AHRQ National Advisory Council Subcommittee on Oct. 26.  The Council is developing criteria for awarding demonstration program patient safety and medical liability grant from HHS.  ABA supports pilot programs in the area of “near misses type medical errors” as a way to improve patient safety and reduce medical liability. 
· Working with the National Military Families Association, GAO staff organized a meeting with ABA and DoD experts, legislative counsel from the Uniform Law Commissioners, and the Pew Center on the States to tackle the anticipated return of problem legislation from Rep. Mike Turner concerning military child custody in the current Congress. 

· The Task Force on Federal Agency Preemption of State Tort Laws, staffed by GAO, hosted a public forum Oct. 1 at which representatives from eight organizations made presentations and discussed the issues with the Task Force. The Public Forum part of the meetings was Web Cast and recorded.  The Task Force met Oct. 2 to consider options and possible recommendations.

· The SCGA Subcommittee on Medical Malpractice and Health Care Reform worked with GAO staff to develop a toolkit in response to a CBO paper on health care reform and medical malpractice costs.

· GAO worked with Peter Halle (representing the Task Force on Impact of the Economic Crisis on the Profession) to develop a plan to address the need for law student loan relief. GAO held a conference call with the Law Student Division on ways to assist law students/young lawyers with loan forgiveness and other programs to assist law students. Additionally, GAO has reached out to the Department of Education for a meeting and is contacting key Hill staff on the issues. 
· GAO staff met with the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers and Representative Hank Johnson (D-GA) and several of his staff to discuss concerns with his draft legislation that would repeal a significant restriction of federal habeas corpus review of state criminal convictions enacted in 1986.  

· GAO staff met with the Sentencing Project and staff for Senator Jim Webb (D-VA) to review final revisions of S. 714, legislation to authorize a national criminal justice commission.  A manager’s amendment reflecting substantial revisions of the bill will be reintroduced prior to an expected markup of the Webb bill. 

· GAO staff met with Glenn Fine, Inspector General, U.S. Department of Justice, and his staff to discuss waste and inefficiency issues in the administration of prisoner sentence-reduction and community-release programs by the Bureau of Prisons.   

· The ABA submitted a statement for an Oct. 19 briefing for Hill staffers on the Elder Justice Act, legislation supported by the ABA, which was added as an amendment to the health reform proposal reported by the Senate Finance Committee. 
· GAO worked with the Administrative Law and Public Contract Law Sections on a blanket authority letter to send to HELP Committee Chairman Tom Harkin (D-IA) regarding the higher education bill, which has passed the House and is expected to be taken up by the Senate this fall. The bill currently contains a provision designed to punish ACORN, but would inadvertently impose unreasonable burdens on government contractors and grantees.  
· GAO organized a day on the Hill for the IRR section leadership. Highlights included a meeting at the Department of Justice with AAG for Civil Rights Tom Perez and Senior Counsel Jocelyn Samuels.  The day of Capitol Hill visits was capped off by a reception in the Capitol attended by Sen. Arlen Specter, Rep. Tammy Baldwin and Rep. Barbara Lee (Chair of the Congressional Black Caucus).
· GAO staff met with chief counsel to the House Judiciary Subcommittee on Courts and Competition Policy to discuss the chairman's commitment to moving several bills, including a bill to waive Section 140 to permit judges to receive a COLA for 2010, judicial disqualification standards, omnibus judgeship legislation, and legislation to address two Supreme Court decisions (Iqbal and Twombly) regarding the pleadings standards of FRCP 12(b).  

· GAO staff met with National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers and Homeland Security Committee Chairman Joe Lieberman’s staff to discuss concerns with S. 569 on Gatekeeper issues regarding reporting of corporate beneficial ownership.  Senator Levin is still pushing for a mark up this fall.  
· On Oct. 28 President Obama signed the National Defense Authorization Act for 2010, which contained the Military Commissions Act of 2009.  The ABA had lobbied heavily on revisions to the military commissions system and had written members of the Senate regarding the use of coerced testimony, the admission of hearsay evidence, and the lack of resources available to defense counsel.  With regard to the latter, the conferees state in their joint explanatory statement that they expect the Secretary of Defense, in promulgating new rules, “to give appropriate consideration to the American Bar Association’s Guidelines for the Appointment and Performance of Defense Counsel in Death Penalty Cases (Feb. 2003) and other comparable guidelines.” 

· On Oct. 5th, GAO staff met with Peter Vincent, principal legal advisor for Immigration and Customs Enforcement at the Department of Homeland Security, to continue a dialogue on reforms to the immigration adjudication system. 

· Members and staff for the ABA Task Force on International Trade in Legal Services met with Deputy Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Services Joel Secundy on Oct. 9 to brief him on current issues related to the legal services industry.
· At the request of Government Accountability Office staff tasked with exploring issues relevant to the Federal Administrative Judiciary, GAO and an ABA Judicial Division volunteer met to review preliminary findings and tentative conclusions with regard to the plausibility of developing a system for evaluating federal ALJ performance that would respect ALJ independence and legal mandates.    
· GAO staff attended the Judicial Conference Advisory Committee on Civil Rules to  participate in the discussion with regard to Rules 26(c), Protective Orders, and Rule 12(b)(6), Pleadings.   Both rules are the subject of legislation that is either the subject of ABA policy (Sunshine in Litigation) or is under consideration by ABA entities (to change the federal pleadings standard). 
· GAO participated in the National Employment Lawyers Association Lobby Day, which focused on an ABA legislative priority, enactment of the Civil Rights Tax Relief Act. 

· GAO staff met with Rep. Rick Boucher (D-VA) and separately with staff of Rep. Bobby Scott (D-VA) to convey the ABA’s opposition to Sunshine in Litigation legislation that would require federal judges to make specific findings before approving confidentiality orders for discovery materials and settlements.
· GAO assisted the Section on Environment, Energy and Resources with the Oct. 20 launch of their congressional resources page (http://www.abanet.org/environ/committees/taskforce/congress/).  Congressional offices can review copies of SEER newsletters and publications, as well as submit specific questions or requests for information to the section leadership.
· Summary of Formal Communications: (http://www.abanet.org/poladv/whatsnew.shtml) 

· Immediate Past ABA President Tommy Wells testified Oct. 27 on behalf of the ABA before the House Judiciary Subcommittee on Commercial and Administrative Law to urge Congress to enact bipartisan legislation to reauthorize the Legal Services Corporation. 
· On Oct. 20, Antitrust Section Chair Ilene Knable Gotts testified to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary on behalf of the ABA concerning S. 1681, “The Health Insurance Industry Antitrust Enforcement Act of 2009.”
· On Oct. 22, GAO sent a letter to all Senators urging them to oppose the Graham Amendment to the Commerce-Justice-Science appropriations bill that would prohibit the use of appropriated funds to prosecute the perpetrators of the 9/11 attacks in Article III courts.  (The ABA supports Art. III trials for detainees and opposes Military Commission proceedings if they do not comply with certain standards and accord rights to defendants.)

· ABA President Carolyn Lamm sent a letter to Chairman Barney Frank and the Financial Services Committee outlining the ABA’s suggested changes to H.R. 3763, to modify application of the FTC’s Red Flags Identity Theft Rule.  H.R. 3763 would exempt lawyers outright in firms of 20 or fewer employees and has a provision by which other law firms could gain exemption by petitioning the FTC.  The ABA letter suggests lifting the cap to include all legal practices regardless of the employee number, or alternatively allowing entities to decide for themselves if they meet the criteria for exemption rather than by applying to the FTC (law firms generally meet two of the three listed criteria; only one is needed for exemption).  
· Following up on President Lamm's statement Sept. 23 praising the Administration's new policy for invoking the state secrets privilege and cautioning that legislation still is needed, GAO sent a letter to the chairs and ranking members of the House and Senate Judiciary Committees reaffirming the Association's support for S. 417 and H.R. 984, state secrets legislation pending before their committees and urging them to proceed to markup of the legislation. 

· On Oct. 23, the ABA sent a letter to Senator Mikulski thanking her for convening a hearing titled “What Women Want: Equal Benefits for Equal Premiums” and advancing the ABA policy that encourages Congress to enact legislation to provide that insurance benefits can not be denied solely on the basis of one’s status as a victim of domestic violence.
· On Oct. 5, the ABA sent a letter to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee commending the Committee for addressing the critical issue of violence against women and girls around the world and to urge the Senate to pass legislation such as the International Violence Against Women Act as soon as possible.
· On Oct. 5, the ABA sent a letter to the House Education and Labor Committee urging support for the Employment Non Discrimination Act of 2009, H.R. 3017, to protect lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender employees from workplace discrimination.
· GAO sent a letter Oct. 1 to conferees on the National Defense Authorization Act for FY2010 urging them to remove the mandatory minimum sentence provision in the Matthew Shepard Hate Crimes Prevention Act.
· GAO wrote Labor/HHS/Education Subcommittee Chairman Tom Harkin (D-IA) and Ranking Member Thad Cochran (R-MS) urging them to fully lift the federal funding ban on needle exchange programs.

· The ABA on Oct. 8 submitted to the Senate HELP Committee its recommendations for Legal Services Corporation Board nominees.
Group & Prepaid Legal Services

· Staff and members of the Standing Committee attended over 17 meetings in a day and a half of Congressional lobbying October 19 and 20.  The group is working with GAO to garner support for the reinstatement of Section 120 which would make employer-paid group legal benefits tax-preferred, a long-standing ABA legislative priority.  Five new co-sponsors signed on to HR 1423 as a result of those contacts.

Health Law
· The Section has four task forces working on various aspects of the HITECH legislation.

· The Breast Cancer Initiatives was added to Legally Minded and was twitted by the ABA in October, National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 

· The Section continues to keep the H1N1 page updated. Staff attends the CDC media briefing on H1N1 and receives updates directly from the CDC. In addition, the Section in collaboration with GPSolo will host a teleconference that addresses H1N1 flu from an employer perspective. 

· Staff is working with Drexel representatives Barry Furrow and Mitch Goldman, along with Section representatives Bill Hopkins and Dave Flynn to develop three major initiatives: 1) A mentoring program; 2) a guest lecture series; and 3) developing publication opportunities.

· The director and staff participated in a call with representatives of the American Association of Legal Nurse Consultants, chair David Hilgers, Membership chair Eugene Holmes and Membership Committee member Camille Renella to discuss possible areas of collaboration. The first project is to have a speaker at their spring conference. David Douglass from the Section will participate in the conference. 

· The director met in DC with chair-elect Linda Baumann to orient her to her responsibilities and to work through her calendar. She also met with the Executive Director of the AHLA Peter Leibold to discuss the upcoming joint Antitrust Program, the AHLA Arbitration Project and other issues common to both organizations. 
· Staff worked with the Publications Committee to distribute a survey to members asking about what formats work for them, topics and volunteers. 

· The Section sent an email to members with the Senate’s America’s Healthy Future Act 2009. Several comments were received expressing appreciation for alerting them to the publication of the bill. 

· The director worked with the Physician Issues and Healthcare Facility Operations IGs to get out information on the House bill on the FTC Red Flags rule. 

· Section leaders met to discuss the Section’s response to IRR’s Report and Recommendation on open source electronic health records. The Section’s IGs had several significant issues with the R&R. 

· The Section held its Washington Healthcare Summit this week. The program was a success although the number of attendees was less than expected. Highlights included luncheon addresses by CNN’s Paul Begala and a practical update on Healthcare Reform by former chair Andy Demetriou. Attorney General William Mims of Virginia, David Blumenthal of HHS, Mark Hayes, Minority Staff for Senate Finance, and Judy Feder, Professor of Public Policy, Georgetown University and Senior Fellow, Center for American Progress were other highlights.

Hispanic Commission on Legal Rights

· Planning continues to with various ABA entities and staff, including the Commission on Immigration; Diversity Center; Individual Rights & Responsibilities; Legal Services; Governmental Affairs and Media Relations, to successfully push forward President-Elect Stephen N. Zack’s initiative to create the first blue-ribbon Commission on Hispanic Legal Rights.

Homelessness and Poverty

· The Commission held its fall business meeting at the ABA DC Office on October 10. On October 9, the Commission toured Seneca Heights, an innovative apartment community in Montgomery County, MD that provides permanent supportive housing to formerly homeless individuals and transitional housing with on-site case management to homeless families. Afterwards, the Commission held a roundtable with the Montgomery County Coalition for the Homeless to discuss advocacy efforts related to development of the property and effective strategies to combat NIMBYism, chronic street homelessness, and the role of the criminal justice system.  

Immigration
· The Section had two projects recognized for pro bono work by local bars and attorneys in connection with the ABA’s National Pro Bono Celebration. The South Texas Pro Bono Asylum Representation Project (ProBAR) was featured in a State Bar of Texas blog profiling a pro bono attorney trained by ProBAR who has worked with them in representing eight unaccompanied children in asylum and special immigrant juvenile status cases. Volunteer Advocates for Immigrant Justice (VAIJ) Director Juli Bildhauer was invited by Seattle area pro bono coordinators to address participants at a pro bono week CLE event, “Help and Hope in Hard Times." 
· The Commission attended the Administrative Law Section’s conference panel “Should There Be an Article I Immigration Court?” organized and moderated by Commission liaison Jill Family. The Commission and Alliance for Justice met afterwards to discuss immigration court reform. 

· The Commission met with DHS Immigration and Customs Enforcement Principal Legal Advisor Peter Vincent on issues including the role of ICE attorneys and DHS in the immigration removal adjudication system. 

· The “Fight Notario Fraud” (FNF) project is coordinating with AILA to reach out to AILA chapters to publicize FNF and to encourage victims of fraud to come forward. The project provides consumer education and encourages victims of fraud to pursue the legal remedies available to them. The project is developing a catalogue of statewide resources to assist in future referrals, and is working to assist a victim of fraud in Florida. 

· Staff held a call with members of the Women’s Refugee Commission and pro bono partner Crowell & Moring to discuss the draft ABA Model Family Detention Standards. 

· Staff participated in a meeting with advocates on the future of the Performance Based National Detention Standards (PBNDS).  The PBNDS are based on correctional standards, but ICE has stated that it is moving to a more civil-based model.  

· Staff attended a meeting convened by the Detention Working Group (DWG), an advisory group organized by ICE Assistant Secretary John Morton to meet monthly with ICE. The DWG will split into two sections, Conditions of Detention and Health Care in Detention. In addition, a sub-group on Enforcement Issues was proposed by the advocate community.

Individual Rights and Responsibilities

· The Section held a lobby day on Capitol Hill on October 15.  Section leaders and staff attended meetings with legislators and Hill staffers on a variety of Section-related issues. Participants also met with high-level staff members of the U.S. Department of Justice’s Civil Rights Division to discuss related ABA policies and positions. A reception on the Hill concluded the day’s events. Senator Arlen Specter and Representatives Tammy Baldwin and Barbara Lee gave remarks. 

· A successful joint fall meeting was held together with the Commission on Women in the Profession and Commission on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity the in Arlington, Virginia on October 16-17.  Activities included a joint roundtable presentation and discussion on legislative issues of common concern to the three entities, a CLE diversity program, and a joint reception at President Carolyn Lamm’s home. 

· The Section presented a joint program entitled “Removing Bias from Attorney Evaluations” with the Commission on Women, the SOGI Commission, the Commission on Mental and Physical Disability Law, the Diversity Center, the President’s Office, and the CLE Center. The program was the first in President Carolyn Lamm’s Diversity Program Series. It was held live in Arlington, VA on October 16 and was webcast to over 1,000 lawyers across the country.  

· On October 29, the Florida Supreme Court revised several of its standard jury instructions in capital cases, based in substantial part on the recommendations contained in the ABA Moratorium Implementation Project’s Florida Death Penalty Assessment Report (released in September 2006).  The Florida Supreme Court opinion cites directly to the report’s concerns about juror confusion over their roles and responsibilities in the capital sentencing process. This action follows the Moratorium Project’s September 16, 2009 event in Tallahassee, FL. that examined the report’s findings and reviewed Florida’s progress in adopting the ABA recommendations. Following the September event, an op-ed about the report’s concerns about capital juror confusion ran in 15 newspapers statewide.  The Florida Supreme Court’s opinion is available at http://www.floridasupremecourt.org/decisions/2009/sc05-960.pdf. 

· The AIDS Coordinating Committee participated in IRR Lobby Day on Capitol Hill on October 15, advocating for removal of the federal funding ban on syringe exchange programs without prohibitive restrictions.

Intellectual Property Law
· The ABA Amicus Committee filed an amicus brief in the In Re Bilski case before the U.S. Supreme Court on October 2 in support of the respondent. The ABA supports using a narrow, incremental test for denying patents for abstract ideas instead of broadly applying specific fixed requirements. Such requirements might exclude emerging or unknown technologies from patent eligibility. The brief was developed and drafted working with the Section’s Amicus Brief Committee. 

· The Section submitted a request for Blanket Authority to send comments to ICANN on v.3 of its Draft Application Guidebook on generic Top Level Domain names (gTLDs). The comment period with no objections received and comments were sent to ICANN. 

· The Section will support the World Justice Project in the form of the Ambassador donor level. Section immediate past-chair Gordon Arnold will be the Section representative at the Vienna Forum in November. 

· The Section is looking into developing a set of qualifications for appointment of judges to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit – the court which has nationwide jurisdiction over patent and trademark cases. 

· The Section sent a letter to new Commissioner for Patents at the USTPO, Robert Stoll, stating the Section’s positions on inequitable conduct. Blanket Authority to make comments on this to the PTO was previously established in conjunction with the Section’s White Paper on Patent Law Reform. 

· The Section scheduled a council conference call for November 13 to discuss and vote on several issues arising in the field. 
· The Costco v. Omega case involving “first sale doctrine,” also known as exhaustion, which has a potential impact in copyright law, as well as patent law and trademark law. The Copyright Law Task Force has drafted a resolution on the issue, and patent and trademark committees are also looking into the case.  

· The Patent Legislation Committee has worked with the Special Committee on Biotechnology, Chemistry, Medicine, and Pharmacology to develop a set of resolutions on issues of follow-on biologics, or biosimilars, to address proposed legislation in the U.S. House (HR.1427 and HR.1528) and the U.S. Senate (S.726). 
· A subcommittee on Net Neutrality, of the Committee on Online Data, Transactions, and Security has formed a working group that is preparing a briefing paper for the Section leadership on the FCC’s net neutrality initiatives, which are the subject of legislative activity as well as a recent FCC rule-making. 

· Section membership reflects a membership total that is 2.7 percent higher than this time a year ago. The Section is solidifying its retention in membership base with its flagship publication, Landslide. A new survey was developed to send to recent membership drops in an attempt to get them to re-enroll in the Section. Section membership recruitment and retention campaigns continue, and IPL anticipates overall increases in Section membership as it develops its publications, communications, and outreach programs and continues to become an increasingly more relevant source of intellectual property law information to the IP law community. 

· The September/October issue (Vol. II, Issue No. 1) of Landslide arrived in members’ mailboxes. It features a retrospective on the venerable Judge Giles Rich of the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals, who wrote the Patent Act of 1952, and sat on the Federal Circuit for many years as an active judge right up until his death in 1999 at the age of 95. It also features an interview with current Chief Judge Paul Michel of the Federal Circuit. Other articles include the Google Library Project, Follow-on Biologics, Use of Special Masters for Claim Construction, Result-Effective Variables, and Data Protection in Canada. Volume II, Issue No. 2 is currently going to press and will be published in the next month. 

· The Section Teleconference Committee is coordinating with the Magazine Editorial Board to develop the first teleconference in a series of teleconferences that parallel articles in Landslide magazine. The first teleconference in the “Landslide Teleconference Series” will be based on the Google Books Settlement issue, and will be held in December. Other teleconferences are also being developed. 
· A teleconference on Practical Tips in Open Source software was held on October 14. There were 75 registrants participating in the teleconference, so it should realize good net revenue. The Section cosponsored a teleconference with the Construction Forum on October 21 on Intellectual Property Law Issues in Construction. 

· The Section has recently agreed to co-sponsor the National Conference of Federal Trial Judges program planned for the ABA Midyear Meeting, “Diversity on the Bench: Is the ‘Wise Latina’ A Myth?”
Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Accounts (IOLTA)

· The Commission held its fall meeting on October 31, 2009, in St. Louis.  Members worked on updating the Commission’s strategic plan.  In addition, Commission members discussed a wide range of issues including the FDIC’s Transaction Guarantee Program, current and projected IOLTA income and grants, the upcoming Winter 2010 IOLTA Workshops, and IOLTA developments in their states.  Several members of the Missouri bench and bar attended a lunch meeting with the Commission to discuss IOLTA and access to justice developments in their state.

International Law
· The Section submitted joint comments with the Section of Antitrust Law to the European Commission on its Proposal for Revised Block Exemption Regulation and Guidelines on Vertical Restraints. It also submitted joint comments with the Section of Antitrust Law and the Criminal Justice Section to the Secretariat of Economic Law of Brazil’s Ministry of Justice on the Secretaria de Direito Econômico do Ministério da Justiça (SDE) Guidelines. 

· The Section conducted two teleconferences from the 2009 Fall Meeting on October 28-29: “Damned If You Do, Damned If You Don’t: Navigating Conflicting U.S. and Foreign Regulation of Investment and Trade with Cuba;” and  “Will the American Assault on Tax Havens Finally Succeed?” 

· The Fall Meeting was held October 27-31 at the Eden Roc Resort on Miami Beach with more than 750 participants. The theme of the meeting was “The Global Economy and its Effects on Lawyers and Our Clients.” The meeting kicked off with a keynote address by Dr. Hernando de Soto, President of Peru’s Institute for Liberty and Democracy. Time named Dr. de Soto one of the five leading Latin American innovators of the 21st Century and one of the 100 most influential people in the world.  He spoke on “The Importance of Law in Avoiding Recessions.” There were 60 substantive programs, with five concurrent sessions in each time slot, featuring top-notch speakers from around the globe.   One of the meeting tracks focused on Latin America, including a number of programs on recent developments and future prospects regarding Cuba. 

· “LIVE FROM THE SEC – 10th Annual” had 67 individual registrants (webcast/teleconference), seven videoconference registrants, six law school organization registrants (webcast/teleconference), and nine organization wide registrants (webcast/teleconference).

Judicial Division/Justice Center
· The National Conference of State Trial Judges convened for its 2009 Fall Planning Meeting in Savannah, GA on October 1 to 4. 
· The National Conference of the Administrative Law Judiciary presented its “Perspectives on Executive Branch Review of Administrative Decisions” program at the 2009 Section of Administrative Law Conference on October 22 at the Washington D.C. Convention Center. 

· On October 24, the Lawyers Conference presented a program at the Young Lawyers Division Fall Conference entitled “Ethical Responsibilities between Judges and Lawyers in Litigation.” This program focused on the relevant parts of the ABA Model Rules of Professional Conduct and the Model Code of Judicial Conduct relating to courtroom proceedings. 
· The Traffic Court Committee held its annual Traffic Court Seminar in Providence, RI. Evaluations were uniformly very good. Following the seminar, the Traffic Court Committee met to plan for the 2010 program in Little Rock, AR. 
· The Standing Committee on Judicial Independence (SCJI) was granted BOG approval to partner with the National Center for State Courts in order to implement and expand upon the recommendations of the Summit on Fair and Impartial State Courts. 
· The SCJI continued to receive commentary and suggestions on its draft Judicial Disqualification Project Resolution and Report. The Committee has decided to submit its Resolution and Report to the House of Delegates at the 2010 Annual Meeting. 
· The SCJI convened in Washington D.C. from October 15-17 for its Fall Planning Meeting.  From October 30 to 31, SCFJI met in New York City for its Fall Planning Meeting.  On October 31, they held a special round table discussion to explore the impact of the U.S. Supreme Court's decisions in Ashcroft v. Iqbal and Bell Atlantic v. Twombly on Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 12(b)(6) motions and legislative or rulemaking responses that might be warranted. 

· The Standing Committee on Federal Judicial Independence (SCFJI) continues to move forward with its Media Alerts on the Federal Courts of Appeals website.  The tentative launch date is November 17.  
· During the week of October 19, SCJI and SCFJI published and disseminated the fall issue of its Courtly Currents newsletter. The newsletter was mailed to ABA members and staff as well as to partners of the Standing Committees. The response was overwhelmingly positive.
Law and Aging

· The Commission held its 2009 Fall Meeting in DC under the new chairmanship of Jeff Snell. 

· Legal staff made a total of eight presentations at bar associations and other professional meetings in Colorado, Nevada, Michigan, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, and Washington, DC. 

· The Commission’s new website made a successful debut. 

· The September/October issue of Bifocal, the e-journal of the Commission was published.

Law and National Security
· The Standing Committee completed its third and fourth conference workshop books: National Security Threats in Cyberspace and Contemporary Piracy. The books were posted online and circulated through a Committee listserv. 

· Work continues on the “19th Annual Review of the Field of National Security Law” conference scheduled for November 12-13 in Washington, DC, confirming DHS Secretary Janet Napolitano along with Jamie Gorelick and Judge Royce Lamberth as keynote speakers. Registration may be at or slightly below last year. 

Law Library of Congress

· Standing Committee chair Liz Medaglia and ABA staff met on October 20 with the Librarian of Congress, Dr. James Billington, the Law Librarian of Congress, Roberta Shaffer, and Library staff to discuss current priorities and initiatives at the Library and ways the ABA can support those efforts. 

· The Committee’s Fall Business Meeting was held on October 23 at the Law Library of Congress. Afterwards, Law Library staff provided a rare books presentation and tour.  

Lawyer Assistance Programs

· The 22nd Annual Conference on Lawyer Assistance Programs was held in Phoenix, on October 6-9.  The attendance was down about 10 percent from 2008, with slightly over 200 attendees.  The number of exhibitors was about the same as 2008, including 33 rehabilitation centers and related services.  Plans are being made for the 23rd Annual Conference, to be held in October 2010, in Indianapolis.  
· The Commission has completed a peer-to-peer technical assistance report for the lawyer assistance program in West Virginia.  Requests are pending for evaluations in Florida, Utah, Arizona and Alaska. 
· The Commission published Judges Helping Judges, a resource for judges needing assistance with matters of addition, substance abuse and mental health issues.  The 241 page book is available as a downloadable pdf. The Commission has also published the 2009-2010 Directory of State and Local Lawyer Assistance Programs.

Lawyer Referral and Information Service

· Sheldon Warren, Chair of the Standing Committee, discussed several new initiatives with the General Practice, Solo and Small Firm Division Council at its October Fall Meeting held in conjunction with the 2009 National Solo and Small Firm Conference.  Mr. Warren also spoke at the California State Bar Lawyer Referral Forum about the services of the ABA Standing Committee on Lawyer Referral and Information Service.

· The 2009 ABA National Lawyer Referral Workshop was held in Baltimore, MD on October 28-31, 2009.  The Maryland State Bar Association and the Baltimore City Bar Association hosted an all-conference attendee event on Thursday, October 29.  The Hillsborough County Bar Association was presented the Cindy A. Raisch Award for its exemplary LRIS program. 

Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar
· The Bar Admissions committee met in Chicago. It is comprised of legal academics (6), Supreme Court Justices (4), private practitioners (2) and bar admissions administrators (3). It is chaired by Chief Justice Rebecca Berch of Arizona, Ruth's successor. Its agenda included the Uniform Bar Exam, the Model Rule on Registration of In-House Counsel, Standards Review as it affects bar admissions and several other bar admissions topics. It was a well-attended and fruitful meeting.
· The Standards Review Committee met to continue the comprehensive review of the Standards. Student learning outcomes, the "major change" Standard, admissions test requirements and several other items were on the agenda. Its next meeting will be in January at the AALS Annual Meeting, where a public forum on student learning outcomes will be held. The Committee is making good progress.
· The Council Chair has instituted monthly conference calls of the Executive Committee. These have already proven to be very useful to the smooth functioning of the Section.

· Staff attended the annual dinner of the Mississippi Center for Justice as the guest of Council Chair Jerry Hafter.

· LSAC and AALS Executive Directors visited the office and spent a half-day in collaborative planning. 

· A conference call was held among key participants of the curriculum survey to reach agreement on the next steps for the Survey (last done in 2002). The Chair of the Curriculum Committee, the lead researcher/writer, and staff were on the call, and now the work will begin. This will be a several year project.
· The Accreditation Committee held its fall meeting in Aspen, CO. On the agenda were one school appearance (seeking full approval), 7 sabbatical reviews, and 21 other school reviews. The Committee met for three days and successfully completed all items on the agenda.

· The ROLI Senior Legal Advisor from Georgia, who was visiting Valparaiso School of Law, came to Chicago to spend a day meeting with staff. Collaborative projects were discussed.

· The report of the Board of Governor's Accreditation Task Force was reviewed, and its recommendations were adopted, by the Board. The Council will move to implement the recommendations ASAP.

Legal Technology Resource Center
· The LTRC Hotline answered 22 calls/emails for substantial research assistance.

· Outreach activities included:

· “Social Networking for Lawyers” presentation for  Chicago Bar Association, Young Lawyers Section on Career Assistance Committee; “Ins and Outs of Social Networking” presentation for Illinois State Bar Association Solo/Small Firm conference; “Paperless Communication with Clients” presentation for Illinois State Bar Association Solo/Small Firm conference; “Managing Email Overload” presentation for joint SSF/LPM committees at Chicago Bar Association

· “Top Ten Twitter Tools” – article for RPTE eReport, October 2009; “Technology Resources for Paralegals: The ABA Legal Technology Resource Center” article  for Standing Committee on Paralegals;  “Software for Family Law Practitioners” - Family Law eNewsletter , October 2009; “Rèpondez s'il vous plait: E-mails that get results” – article for YourABA, Oct. 2009

· Website audit of the National Conference of Bar Presidents (NCBP) Web Site

Public Contract Law
· At the suggestion GAO staff who thought that the proposed legislation had the potential of having disastrous unintended consequences to government contractors and grantees, the Public Contract Law Section, working in cooperation with the Section of Administrative Law and Regulatory Practice, prepared a comment letter under joint blanket authority suggesting changes to the "Defund ACORN Bill."

· In November, Public Contract Law will publish Best Practices in the Acquisition of a Government Contractor. The Section believes that the subject matter will appeal to members of the Sections of Antitrust Law and Business Law. In response to Public Contract Law’s request, those Sections have agreed to promote it in their publication catalogs and on their links in the ABA Store. In exchange for this cross promotion within sections, Public Contract Law is offering this publication to Antitrust Law and Business Law Section members for the same reduced member rate as that offered to Public Contract Law members.

Public Utility, Communications and Transportation Law 
· The Section's Council Group held its meeting on October 6-11. During the meeting, the Section's Electricity, Renewable Energy and Environmental Committees presented a panel discussion, "Renewable Energy in 2009-2010: Challenges and Opportunities.” The panel discussed key federal tax credits and incentives for renewable energy investments, an update on environmental regulatory programs affecting renewable energy, transmission issues to get renewable energy to market, developments on a state level, and will the grid be smart enough to get renewable energy to market and promote energy efficiency. 

· The Section submitted a 2010 Annual Meeting Showcase program proposal on "Smart Grid – What Is It and How Will It Affect Me, My Clients and My Practice?"  Several sections have agreed to cosponsor. 

Pro Bono
· The Business Law Pro Bono Project organized the presentation of Effectively Assisting Pro Se Filers: A View from the Bench at the Business Law Section’s recent Business Bankruptcy Committee meeting (held concurrent with the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges).  The program was well-attended, with members of the bankruptcy bench and bar, consumer advocates, and members of academia attending.  Staff met with legal aid and pro bono providers from Michigan, Montana and Nevada during the conference. 
· The Center for Pro Bono gave a presentation on the delivery of legal services to the poor and pro bono to the China Pro Bono Legal Services Delegation.
· The Center for Pro Bono organized a session entitled Practicing for the Public Good at the October 2009 National Solo and Small Firm Conference in Los Angeles, CA.  The workshop, moderated by Standing Committee on Pro Bono and Public Service member Steve Nissen, included pro bono and public interest law leaders from a standard private law firm, a private public interest law firm, a large non-profit legal services program, and an independent pro bono services provider.
· The Consortium for the Advancement of Public Service in Law Schools (CAPSILS), a national working group formed to foster dialogue among the organizations in the law school pro bono and public interest arenas, including the Standing Committee on Pro Bono and Public Service and the Center for Pro Bono; the American Association of Law Schools Section on Pro Bono and Public Service Opportunities; Equal Justice Works; and the National Association for Law Placement and its PSLawNet Public Service Career Center, released its inaugural Law School Public Service Resource Handbook.   The handbook provides a user-friendly overview and resources for new (and not so new) law school faculty and staff who support pro bono and public interest programs and curricula.   The handbook is available online at http://www.pslawnet.org/capsilsresources. 
Professional Discipline

· The Standing Committee provided comments to the ABA Criminal Justice Section regarding its proposed resolution "Attorney Error v. Attorney Misconduct”, including recommending that the drafters review the existing Judicial Response to Misconduct Program.  
· The Committee voted to support a resolution by the ABA Task Force on Financial Markets Regulatory Reform for adoption by the ABA Board of Governors at its October meeting.  The resolution opposes provisions in the Consumer Financial Protection Agency Act ("CFPAA"),H.R. 3126 which seek to regulate lawyers engaged in the practice of law, except to the extent that lawyers are currently subject to regulation by a federal agency under existing law. 
Professionalism

· The accreditation standards subcommittee of the Standing Committee on Professionalism developed additional draft recommendations for the Bar Accreditation Standards Review Committee for changes to the Standards and Rules of Procedure for the Approval of Law Schools. Professionalism counsel participated on a conference call with the National Organization of Bar Counsel Professionalism Committee that finalized recommendations for a report regarding law school professionalism programs. 
Rule of Law Initiative

Africa

· Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) – ABA ROLI’s Maniema project in the DRC continues to assist victims of gender-based violence (GBV).  This month, ABA ROLI launched its first mobile court in Kalima, where a military officer who facilitated the escape of a perpetrator accused of raping a two-year old girl was sentenced to one year in prison and fined $1,000, payable to the child’s family. In Kalima, ABA ROLI also conducted a training session on the DRC’s laws prohibiting sexual violence, which was attended by 103 participants—including lawyers, judges, police officers, students and church groups. In addition, ABA ROLI’s legal clinics in the DRC continued to offer pro bono legal advice and representation to GBV victims, providing legal services to an additional 36 victims this month, some of whom are younger than 10 years old.  

· Ethiopia – ABA ROLI held a conference on the future of legal education in Ethiopia, attended by the deans of all the public law schools, a significant number of private law schools and representatives from the Ethiopian government, USAID and the U.S. embassy. During the conference, it was established that there was a broad base of support for ABA ROLI’s programming initiatives in the Ethiopian legal education reform sphere. 

· Liberia – ABA ROLI, in collaboration with the International Legal Assistance Consortium, the Carter Center, UNDP and Pacific Architects and Engineers, conducted an extensive training for justice sector officials at the James A.A. Pierre Judicial Institute. In four simultaneous trainings, 20 public defenders, 22 judges and 30 magistrates were trained. In addition, ABA ROLI held a joint training in which 110 members from all three groups participated. The trainings were affirmed as a major achievement, both logistically and as an indicator of the growing significance of the judicial institute. 

Asia
· Regional Anti-Corruption Advisor (RACA) – On October 14-16, the governments of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) and the U.S. co-sponsored an anti-corruption workshop in Beijing for the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC).  ABA ROLI Asia Division’s Regional Anti- Corruption Advisor (RACA) and the PRC’s Ministry of Supervision jointly organized the event. The theme of the event, “Applying the APEC Anti-Corruption Principles, Avoiding Conflicts of Interest,” prompted a robust discussion on codes of conduct.  The workshop received substantial press attention in China and drew 120 participants. Additionally, on October 21-23, the Thai government, with co-sponsorship from Australia and the U.S., hosted an APEC anti-corruption workshop in Bangkok on “Formulating Strategies for Strengthening Interagency Mechanisms for Combating Corruption Related to Money Laundering.”  The RACA, who will be leaving ABA ROLI at the end of December, delivered the keynote address, facilitated trainings and led a breakout session on applying risk assessment methodology to several forms of corruption. 
· Philippines – A series of seminars and workshops supported by ABA ROLI and USAID were conducted across the Philippines from July-September for newly-appointed Executive and Vice Executive Judges.  The workshops formed part of the Philippine Judicial Academy’s (PHILJA) training programs to strengthen judicial integrity and efficiency.  Approximately 127 judges from the Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao regions attended the events and discussed best practices on leadership, court management, and performance standard principles.  ABA ROLI and USAID, in collaboration with PHILJA, distributed a desk reference manual containing a collection of all the relevant resolutions, administrative orders and circulars of the court. 
· Bangladesh –The traveling lawyers of the women’s rights program completed their first full month of operation and are receiving large numbers of clients seeking assistance.  In one sub-district, five traveling lawyers met with 250 women seeking legal counsel.  The lawyers are also assisting with the training of street law students from Feni Law College who should start their presentations to local high schools in November.  The first group of social advocates of the program were also trained and deployed, complementing the work of the traveling lawyers by providing counseling and some legal assistance to vulnerable women on issues ranging from early marriage and dowry to domestic violence and family support.   
· Cambodia – ABA ROLI, in partnership with lawyers of the Community Legal Education Center (CLEC), continue its work on the Srei Ambel case, in which a Cambodian politician appropriated village land in Koh Kong province to create a sugar plantation with the assistance of a publicly traded Thai company.  ABA ROLI and CLEC lawyers have now met with Thai NGO representatives regarding Thai-based advocacy options, including media campaigning and a complaint to the Thai Human Rights Commission. 
· Nepal – The State Department awarded ABA ROLI a $415,000 grant to combat trafficking of women in Nepal.  This grant is in addition to the State Department’s recent $1.3 million award to ABA ROLI to implement evidentiary trainings for police and prosecutors.  
Europe and Eurasia

· Armenia – As part of its human rights and criminal law programming in Armenia, ABA ROLI in cooperation with the U.S. embassy in Yerevan and the NGO Armenian Institute for Development, organized a two-day regional training on the European Convention on Human Rights on October 10-11.  The regional training was attended by 30 legal practitioners, including advocates, public defenders, prosecutors and investigators. The main goal of the event was to train Armenian legal practitioners on how to apply Articles 5 and 6 of the Convention in domestic legal proceedings. At the end of the regional training, a mock hypothetical case and fact pattern were introduced and discussed.  A second objective of the training was to provide a forum for interactive discussion in which advocates, public defenders, prosecutors and investigators could network with one another, build constructive relationships, create strategies for pending cases and develop plans to effectively assist clients. 
· Georgia – On October 9, the Georgian parliament held the third and final reading of the new Criminal Procedure Code (CPC), and the legislation was signed by Georgian President Saakhashvili on November 2. The new CPC calls for a number of changes within the Georgian criminal justice system, including the introduction of an adversarial system and the use of jury trials. With the passage of this new law, ABA ROLI is exploring opportunities to expand its current criminal law program to assist with the law’s implementation.
Latin America and the Caribbean 

· Ecuador – A delegation of 18 Ecuadorian judges visited Houston for a week-long ABA ROLI organized study tour to observe the U.S. legal system.  The study tour included meetings with various ABA officials and members.  Additionally, ABA ROLI conducted a week-long trial advocacy skills workshop for 40 Ecuadorian justice sector officials, including attorneys, judges and police officers. 

· Mexico – ABA ROLI worked with the Mexican Bar Association to conduct a week-long trial advocacy skills workshop for 28 attorneys, law professors and police officers.  Additionally, ABA ROLI held a rollout event in Washington D.C. for its State Department-funded “Human Trafficking Assessment Tool” report for Mexico (HTAT).  The HTAT is a 111-page document (also available in Spanish) that assesses the country’s compliance with international law on trafficking in persons.  The event was well attended by representatives from government agencies, universities and civil society organizations, and it received favorable comments from participants, including the former Director (ambassador) of the State Department’s trafficking in-persons office.
· Panama – ABA ROLI conducted a week-long trial advocacy skills workshop for 44 Panaman attorneys, law professors and police officers as part of the continuing “Culture of Lawfulness” program.  

Middle East and North Africa

· Egypt – ABA ROLI began implementing its third continuing legal education pilot course in Egypt for young lawyers. Course topics included oral advocacy, legal analysis and legal research. ABA ROLI accepted 55 trainees out of 103 applicants for this course.
· Jordan – ABA ROLI’s partner, the Arab Council for Judicial and Legal Studies (ACJLS), hired a new executive director to lead staff development and manage new initiatives. The executive director, a retired Jordanian judge, brings a wealth of experience in working with U.S.-funded rule of law programs and strong ties to the legal community throughout the region. This will greatly benefit ACJLS’s membership outreach and fundraising efforts.  The ACJLS has a sub-grant from ABA ROLI to develop its organizational capacities and will receive another two-year sub-grant in November 2009 under a new multi-regional initiative funded by USAID.  ACJLS will provide grants to civil society organizations in the region to conduct activities, such as promoting the use of benchmark standards to evaluate the judiciary, court monitoring and public education campaigns. 

· Morocco – ABA ROLI sent two experts to the field to lead three training workshops for groups of prosecutors, judges, and law enforcement officials. The workshops focused on investigative techniques for economic crimes with an emphasis on money laundering and cybercrime.   

· United Arab Emirates – On October 28-29, ABA ROLI and the National Judicial Training Institute of UAE conducted a program on training methods for judicial and legal educators.  The training was well attended by 30 participating judges and attorneys.   

Science and Technology Law

· The Section’s new website went live on October 14. 

· The Section has secured Andy Schwalb, Senior Vice President/Chief Technology Officer – Strategic IT Services of Walt Disney Parks & Resorts U.S. Inc. for its luncheon speaker during the Council Luncheon at Midyear Meeting in Orlando. 

· Section Secretary, Lucy Thomson, was named ABA Advisor to the NCCUSL drafting committee on Authentication and Preservation of State Electronic Legal Materials. 

· Letters were sent to all Sci-Tech Law Student graduates who passed the bar congratulating them and encouraging them to continue their membership in the ABA and the Section as they begin their careers. The Section's census information increased by 5% over last year. Messages encouraging members to add and update census information were included in the welcome message to new members on the website, and in the Section's electronic newsletter. The goal is to better understand the Section members' areas of interest, in order to better target marketing materials to the appropriate people and also to produce materials that they want. 
Senior Lawyers

· A proposal was submitted for a Presidential Showcase program entitled “Beyond Success: Taking Charge of Your Next 30 Years.” 

· Discussions are underway with the American Professional Responsibility Lawyers (APRL) concerning a possible joint program on ethics to be held next fall in Washington, DC. 

State and Local Government Law

· The Section, chaired by Donna Pugh had an enjoyable and successful Fall Meeting in Austin, Texas, October 1-5 at the Stephen Austin Intercontinental Hotel. The Section is grateful to SOC Chair, David Hilgers for hosting its Committee meetings at his firm, Brown McCarroll, to Jim Baird for facilitating the leadership training, and to Section member Donna Frazier for all her organizational efforts. The Austin City Limits music festival created a lively and fun atmosphere throughout the city and Section members took full advantage. Thanks to Paul Wilson, CLE chair, programming included: “Ethics and Local Government Pay to Play: When do Public Officials Cross the Line?;” “Modern Implications of the Fair Housing Act: What Cities and Builders Need to Know;” and, the “Impact of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.”  In addition to those present for the live programs, 45 registered attendees participated offsite through ABA teleconferencing. Committee meetings and the council meeting were well-attended and focused on cutting costs while maintaining vibrant programming, publications, and technology, membership and diversity efforts. The Council passed a set of membership protocols developed by the membership committee and staff. The council also approved the Section’s strategic plan. 

· The Section has received preliminary results of a Section-wide mail-in membership survey, and will be evaluating the results and using them to tailor its membership efforts and programming during the next few months.

Substance Abuse
· The Committee submitted a request for Board consideration of a proposed outside-funded project on re-entry drug courts to be conducted jointly with the National Association of Drug Court Professionals. 

· The Committee has assumed primary responsibility for implementing a new website as a single point of access to online information addressing youth substance abuse, as part of the Enterprise Fund grant, “Aiding Substance Abusing Youths and Their Families,” cosponsored with the Center on Children and the Law, the Family Law Section, IR&R, and the Commission on Youth at Risk. 

Tort Trial and Insurance Practice

· The Section held its Fall Leadership Meeting in San Diego, California from October 7-11. It was a very successful meeting that was the inaugural meeting for the 2009-2010 TIPS Leadership Academy class. 

· The TIPS Law in Public Service Committee and other TIPS members worked with residents of the Josue Homes, the first residence for homeless people with HIV/AIDS that offers a supportive living environment providing meals and social services. The TIPS volunteers cleared an area and planted a flower and vegetable garden. 

· The new TIPS diversity video entitled, “The Diversity Factor: Capturing the Competitive Advantage” was rolled out at the meeting in San Diego. This video does an excellent job of defining diversity and showcases officers from Chubb Insurance and Microsoft who very adequately describe the importance of having a diverse work force. A live panel discussion of key corporate diversity officers concluded the presentation and will be added to the video to complete a one-hour segment that will provide ethics credit and bias elimination credit. The video will be available for purchase in December 2009. 

· In San Diego, David S. Casey, a prominent San Diego plaintiffs’ lawyer, was honored with the prestigious TIPS Pursuit of Justice Award. This award recognizes lawyers and judges who have shown outstanding merit and who excel in providing access to justice for all. 

· On October 22-23, the TIPS Aviation Committee held a CLE program in Washington, DC entitled, “Behind the Curtain: Insight into the Aviation Practice form Go Team to Trial” with approximately 110 attendees. 

· The new 2009-2010 TIPS Leadership Academy Class met for the first time at the Fall Leadership Meeting in San Diego. It was an outstanding program with speakers such as Jim Steeg, Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer for the San Diego Chargers and Robert Fellmeth, Executive Director for the Center for Public Interest Law and Children’s Advocacy Institute. Both people spoke on leadership. 
· A Law Student Outreach Program was held in California during the TIPS Fall Meeting at Cal Western University. The session was focused on how to find a job. There was standing room only with approximately 75 students. 

· From October 29-30, the TIPS Fidelity & Surety Committee held its fall program entitled, “Fidelity Claims made by Corrupt Insureds.”  Approximately 175 registered for the program and it was held in Philadelphia, PA. The program was very successful. 

· On October 15, the teleconference, “Preventing and Defending Insurance Bad Faith Claims Current Trends and Strategies,” was held with 80 registrants. Reviews on the program were excellent. 

· The TIPS Health Care Reform Task Force website has been updated with the latest health care reform legislative developments. 

· A review of the TIPS China program that was held in September will be featured in www.abanow.org and “News at a Glance.” Ongoing talks are continuing for a future program with the Chinese. 

· Two new subcommittees from the TIPS Council have been formed to (1) examine and make recommendations that add “value to membership” and (2) to research the possible benefit a “content management officer” could bring to the Section. These subcommittees will be meeting by conference calls over the next few months in an effort to bring forth recommendations to the Council at the Midyear Meeting. 

· The TIPS Council approved cosponsorship of the resolution submitted to the ABA Board of Governors on opposing expanded lawyer regulation under the proposed Consumer Financial Protection Agency Act (that was presented by the ABA Financial Market Task Force subcommittee on CFPSAA).  
Women in the Profession 
· On October 16-17 in Arlington, VA, the Commission held its Fall Business Meeting jointly with the IR&R and the Commission on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity. 

· Prior to the meeting, the Commission led the CLE program “Removing Bias from Attorney Evaluations,” that was the first program in President Lamm’s Presidential Diversity Program Series.  The program attracted approximately 50 live participants and over 500 participants via the webcast. 

· The second round of the call for nominations went out via email for the Margaret Brent Awards Luncheon at the 2010 Annual Meeting. The deadline is November 24.

Young Lawyers Division
· The Council granted affiliate status to the Northern Kentucky Bar Association Young Lawyers Section. With this addition, the ABA-YLD is currently the parent organization of a network of 307 affiliated young lawyer organizations. 
· The division held its 2009 Fall Conference in Birmingham, AL. Fall Conference registrations were down 6% from 2008. 

· The Council approved a Division social media policy. 

· The YLD Secretary-Treasurer, District Representative, and Director participated in the second ABA Day in the law schools in Illinois. All reviewed resumes, and the director created and facilitated a program on image and career questions lawyers ask. One of the Loyola Career Counselors wrote, “I think the program was terrific, and we are hearing rave reviews!  It was nice working with all of you and ABA staff. We are pleased we could help you put on such a useful and timely program. Thank you for all you did for us and your generosity with Loyola students.” 
· The YLD kicked off its 2009-2010 public service project, “They Had a Dream Too: Young Leaders of the Civil Rights Movement,” at the YLD Fall Conference.  Modeled after an initiative developed by the Texas Young Lawyers Association, They Had A Dream Too is a year-long initiative that is designed to educate 11th and 12th grade students on the unrecognized roles of children in the civil rights movement and to inspire them to become future leaders.  The kick off events included: over 120 children from 2 Birmingham schools participating in project implementations; over 100 young lawyers marching “for a better tomorrow;” and 200+ young lawyers attending the film-screening and related program in historic Kelly Ingram Park. 

