
Section of International Law (Midyear Meeting 1976) 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the American Bar Association favors the accession of the 
United States to the United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the 
Crime of Genocide with the following Understandings and Declaration which have been 
approved by the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations: 

 
1. That the U.S. Government understands and construes the words "intent to 

destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group 
as such" appearing in article II to mean the intent to destroy a national, 
ethnical, racial or religious group by the acts specified in article II in such 
manner as to affect a substantial part of the group concerned. 

 
2.  That the U.S. Government understands and construes the words "mental 

harm" appearing in article II(b) of this Convention to mean permanent 
impairment of mental faculties. 

 
3.  That the U.S. Government understands and construes article VI of the 

Convention in accordance with the agreed language of the Report of the 
Legal Committee of the United Nations General Assembly that nothing in 
Article VI shall affect the right of any state to bring to trial before its own 
tribunals any of its nationals for acts committed outside the state. 

 
4.  That the U.S. Government declares that it will not deposit its instrument of 

ratification until after the implementing legislation referred to in article V 
has been enacted. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the President of the American Bar Association or 
his designee is hereby authorized to present the views of the Association as herein 
expressed before the appropriate committees of the Congress and other agencies of the 
Government of the United States. 


