SECOND OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT
ON CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS, AIMING AT THE ABOLITION OF THE
DEATH PENALTY

[Adopted and proclaimed by General Assembly Resolution 44/128 of 15 December 1989]

The States Parties to the present Protocol,

Believing that abolition of the death penalty
contributes to enhancement of human dignity and
progressive development of human rights,

Recalling article 3 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, adopted on 10 December 1948,
and article 6 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, adopted on 16
December 1966,

Noting that article 6 of the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights refers to abolition of
the death penalty in terms that strongly suggest
that abolition is desirable,

Convinced that all measures of abolition of the
death penalty should be considered as progress
in the enjoyment of the right to life,

Desirous to undertake hereby an international
commitment to abolish the death penalty,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

1. No one within the jurisdiction of a State
Party to the present Protocol shall be executed.
2 Each State Party shall take all
necessary measures to abolish the death penalty
within its jurisdiction.

Article 2

1. No reservation is admissible to the
present Protocol, except for a reservation made
at the time of ratification or accession that
provides for the application of the death penalty
in time of war pursuant to a conviction for a most
serious crime of a military nature committed
during wartime.

2. The State Party making such a
reservation shall at the time of ratification or
accession communicate to the Secretary-General
of the United Nations the relevant provisions of
its national legislation applicable during wartime.
3. The State Party having made such a
reservation shall notify the Secretary-General of
the United Nations of any beginning or ending of
a state of war applicable to its territory.

Article 3

The States Parties to the present Protocol shall
include in the reports they submit to the Human
Rights Committee, in accordance with article 40
of the Covenant, information on the measures
that they have adopted to give effect to the
present Protocol.

Article 4

With respect to the States Parties to the
Covenant that have made a declaration under
article 41, the competence of the Human Rights
Committee to receive and consider
communications when a State Party claims that
another State Party is not fulfilling its obligations
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shall extend to the provisions of the present
Protocol, unless the State Party concerned has
made a statement to the contrary at the moment
of ratification or accession.

Article 5

With respect to the States Parties to the first
Optional Protocol to the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights adopted on 16
December 1966, the competence of the Human
Rights Committee to receive and consider
communications from individuals subject to its
jurisdiction shall extend to the provisions of the
present Protocol, unless the State Party
concerned has made a statement to the contrary
at the moment of ratification or accession.

Article 6

1. The provisions of the present Protocol
shall apply as additional provisions to the
Covenant.

2. Without prejudice to the possibility of a
reservation under article 2 of the present
Protocol, the right guaranteed in article 1,
paragraph 1, of the present Protocol shall not be
subject to any derogation under article 4 of the
Covenant.

Article 7

1. The present Protocol is open for
signature by any State that has signed the
Covenant.

2. The present Protocol is subject to
ratification by any State that has ratified the
Covenant or acceded to it. Instruments of
ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations.

3. The present Protocol shall be open to
accession by any State that has ratified the
Covenant or acceded to it.

4. Accession shall be effected by the
deposit of an instrument of accession with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

5. The Secretary-General of the United
Nations shall inform all States that have signed
the present Protocol or acceded to it of the
deposit of each instrument of ratification or
accession.

Article 8

1. The present Protocol shall enter into force
three months after the date of the deposit with
the Secretary-General of the United Nations of
the tenth instrument of ratification or accession.

2. For each State ratifying the present Protocol or
acceding to it after the deposit of the tenth
instrument of ratification or accession, the
present Protocol shall enter into force three
months after the date of the deposit of its own
instrument of ratification or accession.

Article 9

The provisions of the present Protocol shall
extend to all parts of federal States without any
limitations or exceptions.



Article 10 (d) The date of the entry into force

The Secretary-General of the United Nations of the present Protocol under article 8 thereof.

shall inform all States referred to in article 48,

paragraph 1, of the Covenant of the following Article 11

particulars: 1. The present Protocol, of which the
(a) Reservations, communications Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and

and notifications under article 2 of the present Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be

Protocol; deposited in the archives of the United Nations.
(b) Statements made under 2. The Secretary-General of the United

articles 4 or 5 of the present Protocol; Nations shall transmit certified copies of the
(c) Signatures, ratifications and present Protocol to all States referred to in article

accessions under article 7 of the present 48 of the Covenant.

Protocol;

CONFERENCE ON SECURITY AND CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE
HELSINKI FINAL ACT

[The Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe, which opened at Helsinki on 3 July 1973 and
continued at Geneva from 18 September 1973 to 21 July 1975, was concluded at Helsinki on 1 August 1975
by the High Representatives of Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Denmark,
Finland, France, the German Democratic Republic, the Federal Republic of Germany, Greece, the Holy See,
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, the Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Romania, San Marino, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, the United Kingdom, the United States of America and Yugoslavia.

During the opening and closing stages of the Conference the participants were addressed by the Secretary-
General of the United Nations as their guest of honour. The Director-General of UNESCO and the Executive
Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe addressed the Conference during its
second stage.

During the meetings of the second stage of the Conference, contributions were received, and statements
heard, from the following non-participating Mediterranean States on various agenda items: the Democratic
and Popular Republic of Algeria, the Arab Republic of Egypt, Israel, the Kingdom of Morocco, the Syrian
Arab Republic, Tunisia.]

Motivated by the political will, in the interest of from the character of their past relations, and to
peoples, to improve and intensify their relations better mutual understanding;
and to contribute in Europe to peace, security, Mindful of their common history and recognizing
justice and cooperation as well as to that the existence of elements common to their
rapprochement among themselves and with the traditions and values can assist them in
other States of the world, developing their relations, and desiring to search,
Determined, in consequence, to give full effect to fully taking into account the individuality and
the results of the Conference and to assure, diversity of their positions and views, for
among their States and throughout Europe, the possibilities of joining their efforts with a view to
benefits deriving from those results and thus to overcoming distrust and increasing confidence,
broaden, deepen and make continuing and solving the problems that separate them and
lasting the process of détente, cooperating in the interest of mankind;
The High Representatives of the participating Recognizing the indivisibility of security in Europe
States have solemnly adopted the following: as well as their common interest in the
Questions relating to Security in Europe development of cooperation throughout Europe
The States participating in the Conference on and among selves and expressing their intention
Security and Co-operation in Europe, to pursue efforts accordingly;
Reaffirming their objective of promoting better Recognizing the close link between peace and
relations among themselves and ensuring security in Europe and in the world as a whole
conditions in which their people can live in true and conscious of the need for each of them to
and lasting peace free from any threat to or make its contribution to the strengthening of
attempt against their security; world peace and security and to the promotion of
Convinced of the need to exert efforts to make fundamental rights, economic and social
détente both a continuing and an increasingly progress and well-being for all peoples;
viable and comprehensive process, universal in Have adopted the following:
scope, and that the implementation of the results 1(a) Declaration on Principles Guiding Relations
of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in between Participating States
Europe will be a major contribution to this The participating States,
process; Reaffirming their commitment to peace, security
Considering that solidarity among peoples, as and justice and the continuing development of
well as the common purpose of the participating friendly relations and co-operation;
States in achieving the aims as set forth by the Recognizing that this commitment, which reflects
Conference on Security and Cooperation in the interest and aspirations of peoples,
Europe, should lead to the development of better constitutes for each participating State a present
and closer relations among them in all fields and and future responsibility, heightened by
thus to overcoming the confrontation stemming experience of the past;
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