Article 5
1.
The parents or, as the case may be, the
legal guardians of the child have the right to
organize the life within the family in accordance
with their religion or belief and bearing in mind
the moral education in which they believe the
child should be brought up.
2.
Every child shall enjoy the right to have
access to education in the matter of religion or
belief in accordance with the wishes of his
parents or, as the case may be, legal guardians,
and shall not be compelled to receive teaching on
religion or belief against the wishes of his parents
or legal guardians, the best interests of the child
being the guiding principle.
3.
The child shall be protected from any
form of discrimination on the ground of religion or
belief. He shall be brought up in a spirit of
understanding, tolerance, friendship among
peoples, peace and universal brotherhood,
respect for freedom of religion or belief of others,
and in full consciousness that his energy and
talents should be devoted to the service of his
fellow men.
4.
In the case of a child who is not under
the care either of his parents or of legal
guardians, due account shall be taken of their
expressed wishes or of any other proof of their
wishes in the matter of religion or belief, the best
interests of the child being the guiding principle.
5.
Practices of a religion or belief in which
a child is brought up must not be injurious to his
physical or mental health or to his full
development, taking into account article 1,
paragraph 3, of the present Declaration.

(a)
To worship or assemble in
connection with a religion or belief, and to
establish and maintain places for these purposes;
(b)
To establish and maintain
appropriate
charitable
or
humanitarian
institutions;
(c)
To make, acquire and use to
an adequate extent the necessary articles and
materials related to the rites or customs of a
religion or belief;
(d)
To
write,
issue
and
disseminate relevant publications in these areas;
(e)
To teach a religion or belief in
places suitable for these purposes;
(f)
To solicit and receive voluntary
financial and other contributions from individuals
and institutions;
(g)
To train, appoint, elect or
designate by succession appropriate leaders
called for by the requirements and standards of
any religion or belief;
(h)
To observe days of rest and to
celebrate holidays and ceremonies in accordance
with the precepts of one's religion or belief;
(i)
To establish and maintain
communications
with
individuals
and
communities in matters of religion and belief at
the national and international levels.

Article 6
In accordance with article 1 of the present
Declaration, and subject to the provisions of
article 1, paragraph 3, the right to freedom of
thought, conscience, religion or belief shall
include, inter alia, the following freedoms:

Article 8
Nothing in the present Declaration shall be
construed as restricting or derogating from any
right defined in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the International Covenants
on Human Rights.

Article 7
The rights and freedoms set forth in the present
Declaration shall be accorded in national
legislation in such a manner that everyone shall
be able to avail himself of such rights and
freedoms in practice.

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE
SUPPRESSION AND PUNISHMENT OF THE CRIME OF APARTHEID
[Adopted and opened for signature and ratification by
General Assembly Resolution 3068 (XXVIII) of 30 November 1973;
entry into force: 18 July 1976, in accordance with Article XV]
The States Parties to the present Convention,

Considering the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples, in which the General Assembly stated
that the process of liberation is irresistible and
irreversible and that, in the interests of human
dignity, progress and justice, an end must be put
to colonialism and all practices of segregation
and discrimination associated therewith,

Recalling the provisions of the Charter of the
United Nations, in which all Members pledged
themselves to take joint and separate action in
co-operation with the Organization for the
achievement of universal respect for, and
observance of, human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all without distinction as to race,
sex, language or religion,

Observing that, in accordance with the
International Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms
of
Racial
Discrimination,
States
particularly condemn racial segregation and
apartheid and undertake to prevent, prohibit and
eradicate all practices of this nature in territories
under their jurisdiction, as crimes against
humanity,

Considering the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, which states that all human beings are
born free and equal in dignity and rights and that
everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms
set forth in the Declaration, without distinction of
any kind, such as race, colour or national origin,
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Observing that the General Assembly of the
United Nations has adopted a number of
resolutions in which the policies and practices of
apartheid are condemned as a crime against
humanity,

or groups, in particular by denying to members of
a racial group or groups basic human rights and
freedoms, including the right to work, the right to
form recognized trade unions, the right to
education, the right to leave and to return to their
country, the right to a nationality, the right to
freedom of movement and residence, the right to
freedom of opinion and expression, and the right
to freedom of peaceful assembly and association;
(d)
Any
measures,
including
legislative measures, designed to divide the
population along racial lines by the creation of
separate reserves and ghettos for the members
of a racial group or groups, the prohibition of
mixed marriages among members of various
racial groups, the expropriation of landed
property belonging to a racial group or groups or
to members thereof;
(e) Exploitation of the labour of the
members of a racial group or groups, in particular
by submitting them to forced labour;
(f) Persecution of organizations and
persons, by depriving them of fundamental rights
and freedoms, because they oppose apartheid.

Observing that the Security Council has
emphasized that apartheid and its continued
intensification and expansion seriously disturb
and threaten international peace and security,
Convinced that an International Convention on
the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of
Apartheid would make it possible to take more
effective measures at the international and
national levels with a view to the suppression and
punishment of the crime of apartheid,
Have agreed as follows:
Article I
1.
The States Parties to the present
Convention declare that apartheid is a crime
against humanity and that inhuman acts resulting
from the policies and practices of apartheid and
similar policies and practices of racial
segregation and discrimination, as defined in
article II of the Convention, are crimes violating
the principles of international law, in particular the
purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations, and constituting a serious threat
to international peace and security.
2.
The States Parties to the present
Convention declare criminal those organizations,
institutions and individuals committing the crime
of apartheid.

Article III
International criminal responsibility shall apply,
irrespective of the motive involved, to individuals,
members of organizations and institutions and
representatives of the State, whether residing in
the territory of the State in which the acts are
perpetrated or in some other State, whenever
they:
(a)
Commit, participate in, directly
incite or conspire in the commission of the acts
mentioned in article II of the present Convention;
(b)
Directly abet, encourage or cooperate in the commission of the crime of
apartheid.

Article II
For the purpose of the present Convention, the
term “the crime of apartheid”, which shall include
similar policies and practices of racial
segregation and discrimination as practised in
southern Africa, shall apply to the following
inhuman acts committed for the purpose of
establishing and maintaining domination by one
racial group of persons over any other racial
group of persons and systematically oppressing
them:
(a)
Denial to a member or
members of a racial group or groups of the right
to life and liberty of person:
(i)
By
murder
of
members of a racial group or groups;
(ii)
By the infliction upon
the members of a racial group or groups of
serious bodily or mental harm, by the
infringement of their freedom or dignity, or by
subjecting them to torture or to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment;
(iii)
By arbitrary arrest and
illegal imprisonment of the members of a racial
group or groups;
(b)
Deliberate imposition on a
racial group or groups of living conditions
calculated to cause its or their physical
destruction in whole or in part;
(c)
Any legislative measures and
other measures calculated to prevent a racial
group or groups from participation in the political,
social, economic and cultural life of the country
and the deliberate creation of conditions
preventing the full development of such a group
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Article IV
The States Parties to the present Convention
undertake:
(a)
To adopt any legislative or
other measures necessary to suppress as well as
to prevent any encouragement of the crime of
apartheid and similar segregationist policies or
their manifestations and to punish persons guilty
of that crime;
(b)
To adopt legislative, judicial
and administrative measures to prosecute, bring
to trial and punish in accordance with their
jurisdiction persons responsible for, or accused
of, the acts defined in article II of the present
Convention, whether or not such persons reside
in the territory of the State in which the acts are
committed or are nationals of that State or of
some other State or are stateless persons.
Article V
Persons charged with the acts enumerated in
article II of the present Convention may be tried
by a competent tribunal of any State Party to the
Convention which may acquire jurisdiction over
the person of the accused or by an international
penal tribunal having jurisdiction with respect to
those States Parties which shall have accepted
its jurisdiction.
Article VI
The States Parties to the present Convention
undertake to accept and carry out in accordance
- 202 -

with the Charter of the United Nations the
decisions taken by the Security Council aimed at
the prevention, suppression and punishment of
the crime of apartheid, and to co-operate in the
implementation of decisions adopted by other
competent organs of the United Nations with a
view to achieving the purposes of the
Convention.

to the present Convention, a list of individuals,
organizations, institutions and representatives of
States which are alleged to be responsible for the
crimes enumerated in article II of the Convention,
as well as those against whom legal proceedings
have been undertaken by States Parties to the
Convention;
(c)
To request information from the
competent United Nations organs concerning
measures taken by the authorities responsible for
the administration of Trust and Non-SelfGoverning Territories, and all other Territories to
which General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of
14 December 1960 applies, with regard to such
individuals alleged to be responsible for crimes
under article II of the Convention who are
believed to be under their territorial and
administrative jurisdiction.
2.
Pending the achievement of the
objectives of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples, contained in General Assembly
resolution 1514 (XV), the provisions of the
present Convention shall in no way limit the right
of petition granted to those peoples by other
international instruments or by the United Nations
and its specialized agencies.

Article VII
1.
The States Parties to the present
Convention undertake to submit periodic reports
to the group established under article IX on the
legislative, judicial, administrative or other
measures that they have adopted and that give
effect to the provisions of the Convention.
2.
Copies of the reports shall be
transmitted through the Secretary-General of the
United Nations to the Special Committee on
Apartheid.
Article VIII
Any State Party to the present Convention may
call upon any competent organ of the United
Nations to take such action under the Charter of
the United Nations as it considers appropriate for
the prevention and suppression of the crime of
apartheid.

Article XI
1.
Acts enumerated in article II of the
present Convention shall not be considered
political crimes for the purpose of extradition.
2.
The States Parties to the present
Convention undertake in such cases to grant
extradition in accordance with their legislation
and with the treaties in force.

Article IX
1.
The Chairman of the Commission on
Human Rights shall appoint a group consisting of
three members of the Commission on Human
Rights, who are also representatives of States
Parties to the present Convention, to consider
reports submitted by States Parties in
accordance with article VII.
2.
If, among the members of the
Commission on Human Rights, there are no
representatives of States Parties to the present
Convention or if there are fewer than three such
representatives, the Secretary-General of the
United Nations shall, after consulting all States
Parties to the Convention, designate a
representative
of
the
State
Party
or
representatives of the States Parties which are
not members of the Commission on Human
Rights to take part in the work of the group
established in accordance with paragraph 1 of
this article, until such time as representatives of
the States Parties to the Convention are elected
to the Commission on Human Rights.
3.
The group may meet for a period of not
more than five days, either before the opening or
after the closing of the session of the
Commission on Human Rights, to consider the
reports submitted in accordance with article VII.

Article XII
Disputes between States Parties arising out of
the interpretation, application or implementation
of the present Convention which have not been
settled by negotiation shall, at the request of the
States parties to the dispute, be brought before
the International Court of Justice, save where the
parties to the dispute have agreed on some other
form of settlement.
Article XIII
The present Convention is open for signature by
all States. Any State which does not sign the
Convention before its entry into force may
accede to it.
Article XIV
1.
The present Convention is subject to
ratification. Instruments of ratification shall be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the
United Nations.
2.
Accession shall be effected by the
deposit of an instrument of accession with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article X
1.
The States Parties to the present
Convention empower the Commission on Human
Rights:
(a)
To request United Nations
organs, when transmitting copies of petitions
under article 15 of the International Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination, to draw its attention to complaints
concerning acts which are enumerated in article
II of the present Convention;
(b)
To prepare, on the basis of
reports from competent organs of the United
Nations and periodic reports from States Parties
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Article XV
1.
The present Convention shall enter into
force on the thirtieth day after the date of the
deposit with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations of the twentieth instrument of ratification
or accession.
2.
For each State ratifying the present
Convention or acceding to it after the deposit of
the twentieth instrument of ratification or
instrument of accession, the Convention shall
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enter into force on the thirtieth day after the date
of the deposit of its own instrument of ratification
or instrument of accession.

2.
The General Assembly of the United
Nations shall decide upon the steps, if any, to be
taken in respect of such request.

Article XVI
A State Party may denounce the present
Convention by written notification to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.
Denunciation shall take effect one year after the
date of receipt of the notification by the
Secretary-General. At any time by any State
Party by means of a notification in writing
addressed to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations.

Article XVIII
The Secretary-General of the United Nations
shall inform all States of the following particulars:
(a)
Signatures, ratifications and
accessions under articles XIII and XIV;
(b)
The date of entry into force of
the present Convention under article XV; transmit
certified copies of the present Convention to all
States.

CONVENTION AGAINST
TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT
[Open for signature _______; entry into force: 26 June 1987]
The States Parties to this Convention,

pain or suffering is inflicted by or at the instigation
of or with the consent or acquiescence of a public
official or other person acting in an official
capacity. It does not include pain or suffering
arising only from, inherent in or incidental to
lawful sanctions.
2. This article is without prejudice to
any international instrument or national legislation
which does or may contain provisions of wider
application.

Considering that, in accordance with the
principles proclaimed in the Charter of the United
Nations, recognition of the equal and inalienable
rights of all members of the human family is the
foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the
world,
Recognizing that those rights derive
from the inherent dignity of the human person,

Article 2

Considering the obligation of States
under the Charter, in particular Article 55, to
promote universal respect for, and observance
of, human rights and fundamental freedoms,

1. Each State Party shall take effective
legislative, administrative, judicial or other
measures to prevent acts of torture in any
territory under its jurisdiction.
2. No exceptional circumstances
whatsoever, whether a state of war or a threat of
war, internal political in stability or any other
public emergency, may be invoked as a
justification of torture.
3. An order from a superior officer or a
public authority may not be invoked as a
justification of torture.

Having regard to article 5 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, both of which provide that no
one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment,
Having regard also to the Declaration on
the Protection of All Persons from Being
Subjected to Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, adopted
by the General Assembly on 9 December 1975,

Article 3

1. No State Party shall expel, return
("refouler") or extradite a person to another State
where there are substantial grounds for believing
that he would be in danger of being subjected to
torture.
2. For the purpose of determining
whether there are such grounds, the competent
authorities shall take into account all relevant
considerations including, where applicable, the
existence in the State concerned of a consistent
pattern of gross, flagrant or mass violations of
human rights.

Desiring to make more effective the
struggle against torture and other cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment throughout
the world,
Have agreed as follows:
PART I
Article I

Article 4

1. For the purposes of this Convention,
the term "torture" means any act by which severe
pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is
intentionally inflicted on a person for such
purposes as obtaining from him or a third person
information or a confession, punishing him for an
act he or a third person has committed or is
suspected of having committed, or intimidating or
coercing him or a third person, or for any reason
based on discrimination of any kind, when such
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1. Each State Party shall ensure that all
acts of torture are offences under its criminal law.
The same shall apply to an attempt to commit
torture and to an act by any person which
constitutes complicity or participation in torture.
2. Each State Party shall make these
offences punishable by appropriate penalties
which take into account their grave nature.
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