








Accommodations for the Section Annual Meeting 
are located at the Sheraton Grand Chicago  
301 E North Water St, Chicago, IL 60611

RESERVATIONS

Due to high demand, only one room at the group rate will be allowed 
per registered attendee. Rooms that are booked without a meeting 
registration are subject to cancellation.

There Are Two Ways to Reserve Your Room

AMBAR.ORG/BLROOM  877-242-2558

Mention the 2017 Business Law Section Annual Meeting.

Single/Double Rate
$259/night + tax. Registration includes complimentary access to the 
fitness center and in-room high speed internet.  

TRAVEL DISCOUNTS

Airfare
ABA members are eligible for  
discounted airfare through the 
travel provider Egencia.

Car Rental 
ABA members may access  
discounted car rental and free 
Hertz Gold Plus Rewards status.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Platinum Sponsor:

Gold Sponsors:

ACCOMMODATIONS
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DAILY

Business Law Health Club
Wake up early for a fun run or walk with colleagues and friends. Two professional coaches 
will lead attendees on a scenic run or walk on Chicago’s lakefront. All participants will 
receive a T-shirt. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

Diversity Networking Reception  
(Ticketed Event)

Celebrate the Section’s commitment to 
diversity and inclusion. Space is limited 
for the planned architectural river cruise 
to be held in conjunction with this event. 
To attend, reserve your tickets at ambar.
org/blannual17.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

First-Timer Welcome Breakfast
All first-time meeting attendees are invited to this special welcome breakfast featuring 
a meet and greet with Business Law Section Chair William D. Johnston and committee 
leaders. An interactive presentation will answer first-time attendee questions to make the 
most of the meeting.

Law Student Speed Networking Program
Join this program that connects law students with established business lawyers for short 
networking sessions. Lawyer and law student attendees are encouraged to participate in 
this popular event.

Icebreaker Reception
Whether you are a young lawyer, new to the Section, new to Section meetings, or an 
experienced Section member, you will enjoy this reception. Break the ice and meet new 
colleagues and friends before the Welcome Reception. 

Welcome Reception
At the conclusion of the first full day of meetings, all meeting registrants are invited to 
enjoy cocktails and a variety of food stations. Meet with colleagues and new friends before 
heading to one of the many planned committee dinners!

Sweet Endings Dessert Reception
Wind down with desserts, coffee, and cocktails at this reception hosted by the Women’s 
Business Law Network Subcommittee of the Diversity and Inclusion Committee. This event 
celebrates the strides made by women in the Section and the profession. 

SPECIAL EVENTS
Special events are free for All-Access Pass registrants, unless noted by a ticket price.



CLE INFORMATION
The ABA directly applies for and ordinarily receives CLE credit for ABA programs in AK, AL, AR, AZ, 
CA, CO, CT, DE, GA, GU, HI, IA, IL, IN, KS, KY, LA, ME, MN, MS, MO, MP, MT, NH, NJ, NM, NV, NY, 
NC, ND, OH, OK, OR, PA, SC, TN, TX, UT, VT, VA, VI, WA, WI, and WV. These states sometimes do 
not approve a program for credit before the program occurs. This transitional program is approved 
for both newly admitted and experienced attorneys in NY. Attorneys may be eligible to receive CLE 
credit through reciprocity or attorney self-submission in other states. For more information about  
CLE accreditation in your state, visit www.americanbar.org/cle/mandatory_cle.html or contact 
Dorcus Logan at Dorcus.Logan@americanbar.org or 312-988-5564.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

Pro Bono Breakfast
Join the Pro Bono Committee for a special breakfast to discuss creative and innovative 
ideas in this practice area.

Section Luncheon (Tickets: $75)
Attend the Section Luncheon to witness the passing of the gavel from Business Law 
Section Chair William D. Johnston to Chair-Elect Christopher J. Rockers. The Luncheon 
will recognize Business Court Representatives, Diversity Clerks, authors, incoming and 
outgoing Committee Chairs, Council members, Liaisons, and other Section contributors. 

Alfreda Bradley-Coar, Senior Executive & Chief Commercial Counsel, General Electric 
Company will be our keynote speaker at this event.

Reception: Meet the Section’s Business Law Advisors 
All Section Annual Meeting attendees are invited to a cocktail reception to meet some of  
the Section’s current and former Business Law Advisors. The chair of one of our Section 
committees and the Advisor to that committee will take a few minutes to describe how the 
Advisor has been involved and included in the work and activity of the committee.

Section Dinner (Tickets: $150) 
Field Museum of Natural History

Network with colleagues over 
cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, dinner, 
and entertainment at this world 
renowned landmark that dates back 
to 1893. Enjoy the museum’s diverse 
offering of exhibitions and dioramas, 
including the Midwest’s largest 
collection of Egyptian mummies, and 
enjoy dining with the world’s largest 
known T-Rex, Sue!

Hospitality Suite Crawl
Visit after dinner at the Suite Crawl. Signature snacks and beverages will reflect our 
Section’s next three large meeting destinations—Orlando, Austin, and Vancouver!



CLE PROGRAMS
Events are listed alphabetically by day and are subject to change. Visit www.ambar.org/
blannual17 for event times and the most up-to-date schedule, including practice-specific 
substantive sessions and committee and subcommittee meetings.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
All programs are scheduled between 8:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Administrative Procedures Act: What’s Required, Who’s Not Following 
It, and How that May Stifle Innovation
Presented by Banking Law Committee

Alternative Billing Arrangements and Litigation Financing: Ethical 
Issues and Practical Solutions
Presented by Business and Corporate Litigation Committee

Alternative Credit Risk Scoring Models – Preparing Clients for  
What’s Coming
Presented by Banking Law Committee

Annual Antitrust Update for Business Lawyers
Presented by Antitrust Law Committee

Avoiding the Next Yahoo!/Verizon: Cybersecurity Due Diligence 
in M&A Deals
Presented by Cyberspace Law Committee

Blockchain and Beyond: What are Smart Contracts and How Will They 
Change the Way We Think About Contract Law
Presented by Cyberspace Law Committee

Board Diversity: What’s Required? What’s Important? What’s Next?
Presented by Corporate Governance Committee

Choice of Entity: Identifying and Advocating for the Right Entity
Presented by Middle Market and Small Business Committee

Competing Rights and Claims to Construction Contract Proceeds and 
Other Collateral
Presented by Uniform Commercial Code Committee

Current Regulatory and Enforcement Priorities in Personal Property 
Finance Transactions
Presented by Consumer Financial Services Committee

Cybersecurity and Data Protection Guidance for Law Firms:  
Protecting Your Clients’ Crown Jewels in the Age of the Internet
Presented by Business and Corporate Litigation Committee

Demystifying Artificial Intelligence: What Lawyers Need to Know 
About AI and Machine Learning
Presented by Legal Analytics Committee

Direct Lending in the US Corporate Loan Market
Presented by Commercial Finance Committee

Evolving Due Diligence Challenges and Technological Solutions for 
Financial Institutions and Their Counsel
Presented by Banking Law Committee



THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 (CONTINUED)
All programs are scheduled between 8:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Finding Capital: Broker-Dealer Registration After Paxton and Kramer
Presented by Federal Regulation of Securities Committee

Foreign Corrupt Practices: Current Legal Developments and Practical 
Implications for Business Lawyers
Presented by White-Collar Crime Committee

The Impact of the Trump Administration on Investment Management 
Regulation
Presented by Federal Regulation of Securities Committee

Innovation, Technology, and the Community Reinvestment Act
Presented by Banking Law Committee

Learning Ethics from the Good Wife – Part 2
Presented by Career and Practice Development Committee

Managing and Minimizing Antitrust and Other Deal Risks –  
Issues, Trends and Developments in the United States and Canada
Presented by Antitrust Law Committee

Managing Environmental Business Risk in the New Administration
Presented by Environmental Committee

Medical Technology in the IoT Age: What the Business Lawyer  
Needs to Know
Presented by Cyberspace Law Committee

Online Advertising and Marketing: Meeting Customer Acquisition 
Goals While Mitigating the Regulatory Risk
Presented by Consumer Financial Services Committee

Pass With Flying Colors! – Counseling Credit Unions and  
Other Financial Institutions through the Implementation and 
Management of Private Education Loan Programs
Presented by Credit Unions Committee

Perspectives on Cutting Edge Issues in Venture Capital and 
Private Equity
Presented by Private Equity and Venture Capital Committee

Preparing In-House Counsel and External Lawyer Advocates for Effective 
and Good Faith Mediation of M&A and Other Business Disputes
Presented by Dispute Resolution Committee

The Price of Power: The Differing Approaches of Trump and Trudeau to 
Energy Policy
Presented by Energy Business Committee

Protecting Your Client for (the Great Likelihood of) Civil Litigation 
While Defending Your Client in a Criminal or Regulatory Matter
Presented by White-Collar Crime Committee

Public/Private Partnerships – From Infrastructure to Restructure
Presented by Business Bankruptcy Committee

Recent Developments in Attorney Liability in the CFS Industry
Presented by Consumer Financial Services Committee



THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 (CONTINUED)
All programs are scheduled between 8:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Restoring Trust in Your Hotline: Protecting Whistleblowers from 
Retaliation after Wells Fargo
Presented by Corporate Compliance Committee

“Show Me the Money!” Developing Effective Sales Incentive 
Compensation Strategies in a New Era of Regulatory Oversight
Presented by Consumer Financial Services Committee

Success for Public Private Partnerships
Presented by Project Finance and Development Committee

Time for a New Regime?: The Future of Charities Regulation
Presented by Nonprofit Organizations Committee

Understanding and Interrupting Unconscious Bias in the Legal 
Profession & the Financial Services Industry
Presented by Consumer Financial Services Committee

Understanding the Protective Series LLC Act
Presented by LLCs, Partnerships and Unincorporated Entities Committee

An Update on Recent Legal Developments Affecting Indenture 
Trustees and Investors
Presented by Trust Indentures and Indenture Trustees Committee

Vendor Risk: The Weakest Link in Your Cybersecurity Strategy
Presented by Cyberspace Law Committee

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
All programs are scheduled between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

The ABCs of Director and Officer Liability Insurance
Presented by Director and Officer Liability Committee

Antitrust Class Action Ethics from a Real-World Perspective for 
Business Lawyers and In-house Counsel
Presented by Antitrust Law Committee

Blockchain: How the Technology Behind Distributed Ledgers Will 
Impact Corporate Law and M&A Practice
Presented by Mergers and Acquisitions Committee

Brexit – The Implications for US Businesses
Presented by Antitrust Law Committee

Bringing Innovation to Market: Bank Payments 2.0
Presented by Banking Law and Uniform Commercial Code Committee

Corporate Social Responsibility in Financial Services
Presented by Consumer Financial Services Committee

Cross-Border Leveraged Lending: Focus on Intercreditor Agreements
Presented by Commercial Finance Committee

Dodd-Frank: Will It Stay or Will It Go? Possible Reforms to the 
Legislation and Regulations
Presented by Government Affairs Practice Committee



FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 (CONTINUED)
All programs are scheduled between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Elder Investment Fraud and Financial Exploitation: Ethical Traps for 
Lawyers and Navigating the Challenges of Diminished Financial Capacity
Presented by State Regulation of Securities Committee

End of Life Issues for Private Equity and Venture Capital Funds
Presented by Private Equity and Venture Capital Committee

Feeling Hot or Cooling Off: Fair Lending in 2017 and Beyond
Presented by Consumer Financial Services Committee

Fintech, Regtech, Oh Heck . . . Making Sense of Artificial Intelligence 
and Technological Advancements in Financial Compliance
Presented by Banking Law Committee

FOUL!: Gender Equality in Sport – An Oxymoron?
Presented by Sports Law Committee

From Enron to Volkswagen To Wells Fargo: The Critical Importance of 
Governance, Culture, Compliance and Ethics
Presented by Corporate Governance Committee

Funding a War of the Roses – Fundamentals of Director and Officer 
Insurance, Advancement and Indemnification in a Business Divorce
Presented by Middle Market and Small Business Committee

How Corporate Counsel Can Maximize Results in Arbitrating 
Commercial (B2B) Disputes
Presented by Dispute Resolution Committee

Innovation and Enforcement: The Dangers that Lurk for Regulators  
and Industry
Presented by Banking Law Committee

Is This Thing On? Innovations and Regulatory Developments in  
Bank Technology Services and Marketplace Lending
Presented by Banking Law Committee

The Legal Art of Digital Communication: Navigating a World of 
Blocklists, Filters, and Anti-SPAM Regimes
Presented by Consumer Financial Services Committee

Lobbying Rules, Advice and Tips for the New Administration
Presented by Government Affairs Practice Committee

Online Lending and E-Commerce 2.0
Presented by Consumer Financial Services Committee

Perplexing Problems of Secured Transactions
Presented by Uniform Commercial Code Committee

Recent Regulatory and Enforcement Developments in Housing Finance
Presented by Consumer Financial Services Committee

Regulating Security of the IoT on Wheels: Connected Cars, 
Cybersecurity, and CFIUS
Presented by Cyberspace Law Committee

Restructuring Limited Liability Companies – In and Out of Bankruptcy
Presented by Business Bankruptcy Committee



FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 (CONTINUED)
All programs are scheduled between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Smarter, Faster, Cheaper Corporate Legal Services
Presented by Corporate Counsel Committee

SNAP Judgment: The Legal and Investment Issues Associated with 
Non-Voting Stock
Presented by Corporate Governance Committee

Spotting Traps and Tripwires in the M&A Sales Process –  
Governance Handbook Comes to the Rescue
Presented by Mergers and Acquisitions Committee

State Enforcement Actions and Initiatives: Filling the Federal Gap
Presented by Consumer Financial Services Committee

Third-Party Closing Opinions on Limited Partnerships
Presented by Legal Opinions Committee

Wait, Now I Need to Learn IT Too? Meeting the Ethical Duty of 
Technological Competence
Presented by Technology Committee

What M&A Lawyers Need To Know about R&W Insurance and  
Deal Trends in North America and Europe
Presented by Mergers and Acquisitions Committee

You Have a Whistleblower – Now What?
Presented by Business and Corporate Litigation Committee

Your Client’s Online Activities and the Law: A Case Study Of Typical 
Cyber Law, Intellectual Property And Promotional Gaming Violations 
Facing Companies Today
Presented by Gaming Law Committee

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
All programs are scheduled between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

“Brexiting” the UK Bribery Act and Trumping Up the FCPA:  
A Review of Current Administrations’ Effects on Anti-Corruption Laws
Presented by International Business Law Committee

Blockchain Technology in Commercial Finance
Presented by Commercial Finance Committee

The Business and Legal Case for LGBT Inclusion in the Workplace: 
 What is Required and What Clients Demand
Presented by Diversity and Inclusion Committee

A Celebration of Constitution Day: The War on Fair Courts and Its 
Potential Impact on Businesses Operating in the United States
Presented by Judges Initiative Committee

Commercial Law Developments – 2017
Presented by Commercial Finance Committee

Ethics and Tax Law Practice
Presented by Professional Responsibility Committee



SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 (CONTINUED)
All programs are scheduled between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

The (First) Bi-Annual Survey of Developments in M&A Law
Presented by Mergers and Acquisitions Committee

The Forgotten Payment “Laws”: Payment Network Rules and How  
They Impact Consumers, Financial Institutions, Merchants, and 
Everyone Else Who Makes Payments in the United States
Presented by Consumer Financial Services Committee

How Changes in Capital and Liquidity Regulation Could Impact Business 
Models, Banks’ Ability to Innovate, and the Competitive Landscape
Presented by Banking Law Committee

Intelligent Eavesdropping – Legal Issues Raised by Digital Personal 
Assistants and Artificial Intelligence Devices Connected to the Internet 
of Things
Presented by Cyberspace Law Committee

Legal Issues in the Digital Economy: Tax, IP, Privacy and Security
Presented by Taxation Committee

Liability: The Vast Array of Both Private and Public Remedies for 
Violating TILA – and TRID – Mortgage Regulations
Presented by Consumer Financial Services Committee

Managing Conflicts of Interest: Your Global Business Client’s  
Conflicts May Result in Corruption Charges, Your Conflicts When Advising 
Them May Result in Ethical Challenges
Presented by Corporate Compliance Committee

Recent Consumer Bankruptcy Law Developments Affecting Businesses 
Operating in that Environment
Presented by Consumer Bankruptcy Committee

Recent Trends and Conundrums with Credit Reporting
Presented by Consumer Financial Services Committee

Reclaiming Professional Competence & Ethical Behavior in the  
Digital Age
Presented by Professional Responsibility Committee

Rule 144A Revisited – Background and Current Issues in Cross-Border 
Equity Offerings
Presented by Federal Regulation of Securities Committee

Seven Years Later: Innovation and Regulation under Dodd-Frank Title VII
Presented by Banking Law Committee

Supporting Technology Changes and Innovative Solutions from Within
Presented by Banking Law Committee

Teaching Banking Law: Assessing and Reinforcing Student Learning 
Outcomes
Presented by Banking Law Committee

Where Did I Put My Cape? How Transactional Lawyers Can Use Their 
Skills for Pro Bono Work beyond Their Fields of Expertise
Presented by Securitization and Structured Finance Committee
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