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visit:  
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TEN THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT 
THE ANIMAL LAW COMMITTEE

1. The Committee publishes books on a broad range 
of animal law topics including litigation, wildlife, 
careers, and more.

2. The Committee produces a yearly survey and 
analysis of animal law cases in the Tort Trial & 
Insurance Practice Journal. 

3. The Committee develops and sponsors a variety 
of educational programs including CLEs at 
ABA and TIPS meetings; a stand-alone shelter 
law conference; and, webinars, podcasts, and 
teleconferences.

4. The Committee publishes three newsletters a year, 
including an in-depth issue focused on a specific 
area of animal law.

5. The Committee sponsors local, hands-on  
public service projects that enhance the  
human-animal bond.

6. The Committee recognizes a member who has 
made lasting contributions to the field of animal law 
with the annual Excellence in the Advancement of 
Animal Law award.

7. The Committee has been awarded several Tort Trial 
& Insurance Practice Section Awards including 
“Overall Excellence,” “Most Innovative,” “Women 
Involvement,” “Exceptional Achievement,” and 
“Quality Involvement.”

8. The Committee promotes policy initiatives through 
American Bar Association resolutions and model 
legislation.

9. The Committee advances the interests of animal law 
and lawyers within the American Bar Association.

10. The Committee maintains a database of speakers 
with expertise in all areas of animal law. 

MEMBERSHIP REPLY FORM

	 $50 for lawyers or associate members
	 FREE for law students
	 $70 Joint membership in TIPS and Government and 

Public Sector Lawyers Division
	 YES!  I want to join the Animal Law Committee

Enroll me in the Tort Trial & 
Insurance Practice Section

YES!

  PAYMENT ENCLOSED (CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO THE AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION)

  Charge to:        VISA          MasterCard        American Express

ACCOUNT NUMBER EXP. DATE

ACCOUNT NUMBER EXP. DATE

Fax this form to: 312-988-5850
Or mail to: American Bar Association
Tort Trial & Insurance Practice Section
321 North Clark Street
Chicago, IL 60654
* This enrollment form is also available at:
http://ambar.org/tipsanimal

*Membership in the American Bar Association is a prerequisite 
for enrollment in the Tort Trial & Insurance Practice Section.
Membership dues in the ABA are not deductible as charitable 
contributions for federal income tax purposes. However, such 
dues may be deductible as a business expense.

For more information about the 
Animal Law Committee

  visit: 
http://ambar.org/tipsanimal 

 

ANIMAL LAW 
COMMITTEE

           Enroll me in the Tort Trial &
        Insurance Practice Section

MEMBERSHIP REPLY FORM

YES! 
$50 for lawyers or associate members
FREE for law students
$70 Joint membership in TIPS and 
Government and Public Sector Lawyers Division
YES!  I want to join the Animal Law Committee

1. INFORMATION

ABA MEMBER ID#

NAME

FIRM/ORGANIZATION

BUSINESS ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP

BUSINESS PHONE               FAX NUMBER

E-MAIL ADDRESS

           PAYMENT ENCLOSED (CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO THE AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION)

      
           Charge to:           VISA           MasterCard         American Express

2. PAYMENT

ACCOUNT NUMBER EXP. DATE

SIGNATURE

3. RETURN
Fax this form to: 312-988-6230
Or mail to: American Bar Association
Tort Trial & Insurance Practice Section
321 North Clark Street
Chicago, IL 60654
* This enrollment form is also available at:
 http://ambar.org/tipsanimal

*Membership in the American Bar Association is a prerequisite
for enrollment in the Tort Trial & Insurance Practice Section.
Membership dues in the ABA are not deductible as charitable
contributions for federal income tax purposes. However, such
dues may be deductible as a business expense.

1. Recipient of TIPS Leadership Awards every year 
    from 2005-2012 for "Most Innovative"; "Women 
    Involvement"; "Exceptional Achievement"; "Overall 
    Excellence"; and "Quality of Involvement".
     
2. Publishes books:  Litigating Animal Law Disputes; 
    A Lawyer’s Guide to Dangerous Dog Issues; Wildlife 
    Law: A Global Perspective; and Careers in Animal Law.

3. Contributes articles to the animal law section of the 
    Tort Trial & Insurance Practice Law Journal’s Annual 
    Survey of Recent Developments.

4. Sponsors CLE programs at ABA Annual Meetings, 
    national and regional conferences and via 
    teleconferences and webinars.

5. Publishes three issues of the Animal Law Committee 
    electronic newsletter annually with news of 
    subcommittee work and articles on recent developments.

6. Sponsors public service projects that enhance the 
    human-animal bond. 

7. Produces podcasts featuring experts in the field 
    discussing relevant animal law issues of the day, and 
    maintains an active Facebook page with frequent 
    updates on animal law news.

8. Confers an annual award for excellence in the 
    advancement of animal law.

9. Initiates and promotes policy proposals and model 
    legislation that are adopted by the ABA House of 
    Delegates.

10. Maintains a database of members to act as speakers
      on animal law topics.

TEN THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT
THE ANIMAL LAW COMMITTEE

Please contact TIPS Membership Specialist 
Linda Wiley with any questions at: 

Linda.Wiley@americanbar.org 
or call 312-988-5673
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Please contact TIPS Membership Specialist 
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or call 312-988-5673



With advances in our scientific understanding 
regarding the capacities of animals, dwindling natural 
habitats for animals living in the wild, and two thirds 
of Americans living with pets, the public interest in 
animals has increased.

The proof that animal law is one of the most 
important new areas of legal attention is in these 
facts:  Animal law courses have been offered at more 
than 140 American law schools, including Harvard, 
Columbia, and Stanford; students have formed their 
own animal law societies in over 170 universities and 
law schools in North America; criminal felony laws 
for animal abuse now exist in every state and the 
District of Columbia; and since 1990, citizens of 
various states have used the ballot initiative process 
at least 20 times to pass laws to improve the treatment 
of animals, ranging from wildlife to farm animals. 

The field of animal law is broader than laws that 
directly pertain to animals. It crosses over a broad 
spectrum of disciplines and touches virtually every 
area of law including torts, contracts, insurance, 
estate planning, intellectual property, family 
(custody, domestic abuse), criminal, constitutional, 
international trade, environmental and administrative. 

The Animal Law Committee draws lawyers from 
diverse perspectives who are united in their common 
desire to pioneer this new field of law. In fact, the 
Animal Law Committee has partnered with at least 
one quarter of TIPS general committees, several of 
TIPS standing committees, at least eight ABA 
Sections, and numerous outside professional 
organizations, by sponsoring programs that provide 
an opportunity to listen to and educate each other. 
Through the exchange of ideas, the Animal Law 
Committee can truly be an instrument of change.

WHY ANIMAL LAW?

To address all issues concerning the intersection 
of animals and the law to create a paradigm shift 
resulting in a just world for all.

                                                                          WORK OF THE ANIMAL LAW 
                                                                           COMMITTEE 

              
The status of animals in our legal system, and in 
our society at large, is in flux, and attorneys are 
discovering innovative ways to use the rule of law 
in many different arenas to create a just world for 
all. These arenas involve a vast array of human/
animal interactions, including estate planning for 
companion animals, due process protections in 
dangerous dog/reckless owner laws, appropriate
 compensation when an animal is killed or injured, 
protections against breed discrimination, standards 
of care and accountability for animals used in 
industry and agriculture, expanding notions of 
what constitutes "cruelty to animals," and the 
competing interests of wild animals and humans in 
dwindling resources.

As a new member of the Animal Law Committee, 
you can join one or more substantive 
subcommittees, or you can help us form a new
one.  The subcommittees reflect the myriad of 
disciplines that intersect with the practice of 
animal law and include:  
• Agriculture 
• Companion Animals
• Equine Law
• Insurance Issues
• International Issues
• Wildlife

THE ANIMAL LAW COMMITTEE 
MISSION

SUBCOMMITTEES

   

WHY YOU SHOULD JOIN
THE ANIMAL LAW COMMITTEE

The interest in the practice of animal law in 
the United States has exploded. In October 2004 
the American Bar Association (ABA) Tort Trial 
& Insurance Practice Section (TIPS), one of the 
largest Sections of the ABA, formed the first 
national Animal Law Committee. Participation 
in this dynamic committee will put you in the 
vanguard of animal law!

 
“ANIMAL LAW IS THE IDEA WHOSE TIME HAS COME.
IT IS MORE THAN SIMPLY LAWS ABOUT ANIMALS.
IT IS THE BODY OF LAW THAT REFLECTS THE EFFORTS 
OF PEOPLE TO CREATE A JUST WORLD.”
-Barbara J. Gislason, Founding Chair 

“THE ANIMAL LAW COMMITTEE SERVES AN IMPORTANT 
FUNCTION BY SPEARHEADING ABA RESOLUTIONS THAT 
SHAPE POLICIES. A RECENT VICTORY INCLUDES THE 
HOUSE OF DELEGATES PASSING A RESOLUTION 
CALLING FOR POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS TO ENACT 
BREED NEUTRAL DANGEROUS DOG/RECKLESS OWNER 
LAWS WITH DUE PROCESS PROTECTIONS FOR OWNERS 
AND URGING THEM TO REPEAL ANY BREED 
DISCRIMINATORY PROVISIONS.” 
-Ledy Van Kavage, 2011-2012 Chair 

 
 
-
“WORKING WITH THE ANIMAL LAW COMMITTEE 
ENABLES ATTORNEYS AND LAW STUDENTS TO EDUCATE 
THEMSELVES ABOUT THIS RAPIDLY EVOLVING AREA OF 
LAW AND MAKE A REAL DIFFERENCE IN HOW THE LAW 
IMPACTS ANIMALS AND THE HUMANS THAT CARE ABOUT 
THEM. BEING INVOLVED WITH THE COMMITTEE IS 
EXTREMELY REWARDING.”
-Rebecca J. Huss, 2012-2013 Chair 

WHY ANIMAL LAW? THE ANIMAL LAW COMMITTEE 
MISSION

WORK OF THE ANIMAL LAW 
COMMITTEE

SUBCOMMITTEES

With advances in our scientific understanding 
regarding the capacities of animals, dwindling natural 
habitats for animals living in the wild, and two thirds 
of Americans living with pets, the public interest in 
animals has increased.

The proof that animal law is one of the most important 
new areas of legal attention is in these facts:  Animal 
law courses have been offered at more than 150 
American law schools, including Harvard, Columbia, 
and Stanford; students have formed their own animal 
law societies in over 180 universities and law schools 
in North America; criminal felony laws for animal 
abuse now exist in every state and the District of 
Columbia; and since 1990, citizens of various states 
have used the ballot initiative process at least 20 times 
to pass laws to improve the treatment of animals, 
ranging from wildlife to farm animals. 

The field of animal law is broader than laws that 
directly pertain to animals. It crosses over a broad 
spectrum of disciplines and touches virtually every 
area of law including torts, contracts, insurance, 
estate planning, intellectual property, family (custody, 
domestic abuse), criminal, constitutional, international 
trade, environmental and administrative. 

The Animal Law Committee draws lawyers from 
diverse perspectives who are united in their common 
desire to pioneer this new field of law. In fact, 
the Animal Law Committee has partnered with 
at least one quarter of TIPS general committees, 
several of TIPS standing committees, at least eight 
ABA Sections, and numerous outside professional 
organizations, by sponsoring programs that provide 
an opportunity to listen to and educate each other. 
Through the exchange of ideas, the Animal Law 
Committee can truly be an instrument of change.

To address all issues concerning the intersection 
of animals and the law to create a paradigm shift 
resulting in a just world for all.

The status of animals in our legal system, and in 
our society at large, is in flux, and attorneys are 
discovering innovative ways to use the rule of law in 
many different arenas to create a just world for all. 
These arenas involve a vast array of human/animal 
interactions, including estate planning for companion 
animals, due process protections in dangerous dog/
reckless owner laws, appropriate compensation 
when an animal is killed or injured, protections 
against breed discrimination, standards of care and 
accountability for animals used in industry and 
agriculture, expanding notions of what constitutes 
“cruelty to animals,” and the competing interests of 
wild animals and humans in dwindling resources.

As a new member of the Animal Law Committee, 
you can join one or more substantive subcommittees 
in areas such as agriculture, companion animals, 
equine law, international law, and wildlife.  Or, 
expand the work of the committee by establishing a 
new subcommittee in your area of interest.

TEN REASONS YOU SHOULD JOIN 
THE ANIMAL LAW COMMITTEE

1. Network with the top animal lawyers and 
educators in the country.  

2. Learn about the organizations and companies 
that are contributing to animal protection.

3. Stay on top of the current laws, litigation, and 
news in animal law.

4. Advance your career through writing 
newsletter articles, scholarly journal articles, 
and even books, on animal law.

5. Further your legal education through CLEs, 
webinars, podcasts, and teleconference 
programs.

6. Gain leadership skills through active 
participation in the committee.  

7. Learn how to incorporate animal law into 
your practice.

8. Contribute to the national policy discourse on 
animal law through participation in the ABA 
resolution process.

9. Have a direct impact on animal protection 
through participation in public service projects.

10. Gain in-depth knowledge and become an 
expert in an area of animal law through 
subcommittee work.

Become a part of the only national animal law organization that is 
addressing all of the issues that intersect animals and the law.

With advances in our scientific understanding 
regarding the capacities of animals, dwindling natural 
habitats for animals living in the wild, and two thirds 
of Americans living with pets, the public interest in 
animals has increased.

The proof that animal law is one of the most 
important new areas of legal attention is in these 
facts:  Animal law courses have been offered at more 
than 140 American law schools, including Harvard, 
Columbia, and Stanford; students have formed their 
own animal law societies in over 170 universities and 
law schools in North America; criminal felony laws 
for animal abuse now exist in every state and the 
District of Columbia; and since 1990, citizens of 
various states have used the ballot initiative process 
at least 20 times to pass laws to improve the treatment 
of animals, ranging from wildlife to farm animals. 

The field of animal law is broader than laws that 
directly pertain to animals. It crosses over a broad 
spectrum of disciplines and touches virtually every 
area of law including torts, contracts, insurance, 
estate planning, intellectual property, family 
(custody, domestic abuse), criminal, constitutional, 
international trade, environmental and administrative. 

The Animal Law Committee draws lawyers from 
diverse perspectives who are united in their common 
desire to pioneer this new field of law. In fact, the 
Animal Law Committee has partnered with at least 
one quarter of TIPS general committees, several of 
TIPS standing committees, at least eight ABA 
Sections, and numerous outside professional 
organizations, by sponsoring programs that provide 
an opportunity to listen to and educate each other. 
Through the exchange of ideas, the Animal Law 
Committee can truly be an instrument of change.

WHY ANIMAL LAW?

To address all issues concerning the intersection 
of animals and the law to create a paradigm shift 
resulting in a just world for all.

                                                                          WORK OF THE ANIMAL LAW 
                                                                           COMMITTEE 

              
The status of animals in our legal system, and in 
our society at large, is in flux, and attorneys are 
discovering innovative ways to use the rule of law 
in many different arenas to create a just world for 
all. These arenas involve a vast array of human/
animal interactions, including estate planning for 
companion animals, due process protections in 
dangerous dog/reckless owner laws, appropriate
 compensation when an animal is killed or injured, 
protections against breed discrimination, standards 
of care and accountability for animals used in 
industry and agriculture, expanding notions of 
what constitutes "cruelty to animals," and the 
competing interests of wild animals and humans in 
dwindling resources.

As a new member of the Animal Law Committee, 
you can join one or more substantive 
subcommittees, or you can help us form a new
one.  The subcommittees reflect the myriad of 
disciplines that intersect with the practice of 
animal law and include:  
• Agriculture 
• Companion Animals
• Equine Law
• Insurance Issues
• International Issues
• Wildlife

THE ANIMAL LAW COMMITTEE 
MISSION

SUBCOMMITTEES

   

WHY YOU SHOULD JOIN
THE ANIMAL LAW COMMITTEE

The interest in the practice of animal law in 
the United States has exploded. In October 2004 
the American Bar Association (ABA) Tort Trial 
& Insurance Practice Section (TIPS), one of the 
largest Sections of the ABA, formed the first 
national Animal Law Committee. Participation 
in this dynamic committee will put you in the 
vanguard of animal law!

 
“ANIMAL LAW IS THE IDEA WHOSE TIME HAS COME.
IT IS MORE THAN SIMPLY LAWS ABOUT ANIMALS.
IT IS THE BODY OF LAW THAT REFLECTS THE EFFORTS 
OF PEOPLE TO CREATE A JUST WORLD.”
-Barbara J. Gislason, Founding Chair 

“THE ANIMAL LAW COMMITTEE SERVES AN IMPORTANT 
FUNCTION BY SPEARHEADING ABA RESOLUTIONS THAT 
SHAPE POLICIES. A RECENT VICTORY INCLUDES THE 
HOUSE OF DELEGATES PASSING A RESOLUTION 
CALLING FOR POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS TO ENACT 
BREED NEUTRAL DANGEROUS DOG/RECKLESS OWNER 
LAWS WITH DUE PROCESS PROTECTIONS FOR OWNERS 
AND URGING THEM TO REPEAL ANY BREED 
DISCRIMINATORY PROVISIONS.” 
-Ledy Van Kavage, 2011-2012 Chair 

 
 
-
“WORKING WITH THE ANIMAL LAW COMMITTEE 
ENABLES ATTORNEYS AND LAW STUDENTS TO EDUCATE 
THEMSELVES ABOUT THIS RAPIDLY EVOLVING AREA OF 
LAW AND MAKE A REAL DIFFERENCE IN HOW THE LAW 
IMPACTS ANIMALS AND THE HUMANS THAT CARE ABOUT 
THEM. BEING INVOLVED WITH THE COMMITTEE IS 
EXTREMELY REWARDING.”
-Rebecca J. Huss, 2012-2013 Chair 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=3260678

https://www.facebook.com/ABATIPSALC

https://twitter.com/abatipsalc


