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INTERNATIONAL LAW FIRM FULBRIGHT & JAWORSKI
RECEIVES NATIONAL PRO BONO AWARD
FROM AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION SECTION OF TAXATION

WASHINGTON, D.C., Jan. 21, 2011 -- The American Bar Association Section of
Taxation will present its annual Janet Spragens Pro Bono Award to international law firm
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P. during a luncheon Jan. 22 at the section’s 2011 Midyear
Meeting in Boca Raton, Fla.
The Janet Spragens Pro Bono Award, named after the late American University
Law professor who greatly contributed to ensuring representation for low-income
taxpayers, is presented each year to an individual lawyer or law firm that has
demonstrated outstanding and sustained commitment to pro bono (free) legal services,
particularly with respect to federal and state tax law.
“Fulbright & Jaworski sets the standard for pro bono work in the tax area,” said
Charles H. Egerton, Tax Section chair. “The firm supports broad pro bono tax assistance
to unrepresented taxpayers and has provided assistance to those who would otherwise
have few alternatives,” he said. “Fulbright’s pro bono work is a model for other law

firms to replicate, and is a testament to their commitment and dedication to helping
taxpayers,” said Egerton.
Fulbright provides support for the U.S. Tax Court Pro Bono Programs in Texas
and New York. The program encourages lawyers to offer pro bono consultation services
to unrepresented or pro se, taxpayers at calendar calls. Lawyer volunteers mediate
disputes between the IRS and Tax Court petitioners. A number of Fulbright &
Jaworski’s tax attorneys have participated in the programs sponsored by the State Bar of
Texas and the New York County Lawyer’s Association.
Fulbright tax attorneys have participated in various pro bono tax programs such
as a program sponsored by the Houston Bar Association, which provides planning
documents for members of the armed forces who are to be deployed to Afghanistan, and
Low Income Taxpayer Clinic programs sponsored by local bar associations. Fulbright
tax attorneys donate their time as board members and provide free advice to many nonprofit organizations.
Fulbright was recognized in The Best Law Firms in America 2010, and Best
Lawyers 2010 listed Fulbright as one of the leading firms in the nation in tax law. For the
fourth consecutive year, the Chambers Global Guide recognized Fulbright for its work in
corporate tax in the United States (2010).
“Many pro se petitioners in the Tax Court are unfamiliar with court procedures.
Tax Court Pro Bono Program volunteers provide unrepresented taxpayers with legal
advice and help petitioners navigate Tax Court process,” said Chief Judge John Colvin of
the U.S. Tax Court. As a result, pro bono attorneys assist in improving the judicial
system and access to justice. The Tax Court has actively encouraged clinical and pro

bono programs to assist pro se petitioners. Fulbright’s assistance to unrepresented
taxpayers contributes to the success of Tax Court Pro Bono Programs. The ABA Section
of Taxation is assisting interested state and local bar associations in setting up programs
similar to the one in Texas and New York.
The ABA Section of Taxation Pro Bono Award was initiated in 2002 at the
recommendation of the section’s Special Pro Bono Task Force. Its name was changed to
the Janet Spragens Pro Bono Award in 2007. For more information about the Midyear
Meeting, visit the ABA Section of Taxation website,
http://meetings.abanet.org/meeting/tax/MID11/gen_info.cfm.
The American Bar Association Section of Taxation is the largest professional
association of tax lawyers, with approximately 23,000 members nationwide. Its goals
include helping taxpayers better understand their rights and obligations under the tax laws
and working to achieve a simplified tax system that is equitable and efficient.
With nearly 400,000 members, the American Bar Association is the largest
voluntary professional membership organization in the world. As the national voice of
the legal profession, the ABA works to improve the administration of justice, promotes
programs that assist lawyers and judges in their work, accredits law schools, provides
continuing legal education, and works to build public understanding around the world of
the importance of the rule of law.
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