
2020 Standard 509 Information Report Data Overview (posted 12/18/2020)

ABA-approved law schools are required to post their Standard 509 Information Reports on their 
websites as part of their ABA Required Disclosures, annually by December 15. The ABA Section of 
Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar website provides access to that information  for all 
law schools, including downloadable spreadsheets of aggregate data that the law schools 
report. The Section is also providing spreadsheets on a school-by-school basis that report 
applicant data and LSAT and UGPA information for each school’s 1L matriculants, changes in the 1L 
classes on a school-by-school basis, and other information. These data come from the annual 
questionnaires that ABA-approved law schools file with the Section of Legal Education and 
Admissions to the Bar’s Managing Director’s Office.

As the chart below summarizes, 197 law schools that are approved by the ABA to confer the Juris 
Doctor (J.D.) degree reported total J.D. enrollment of 114,520 for the Fall 2020 term. This is an 
increase of 1,638 students (1.5 percent) from 2019. An additional 21,292 students were enrolled in 
other than J.D. degree programs (LL.M., masters and certificate programs). This is an increase of 
1,473 (7.4 percent) from 2019. This brings the total law school enrollment for Fall 2020 to 
135,812, an increase of 3,128 (2.4 percent).

Law schools reported that 38,202 students began studies in the Fall 2020 1L class (plus 
the preceding winter/spring/summer terms for schools with multiple starts). This is a 
decrease of 81 students (-.21 percent) from the 2019 reporting cycle. Eighty-six schools 
reported smaller 1L classes for this admissions cycle and 111 schools reported an increase or no 
change in their new 1L classes compared to 2019.

Fall 2020 Law School Enrollment Data, with Comparison to Fall 2019

2020 2019
J.D. enrollment 114,520 112,882

Non-J.D. enrollment 21,292 19,819

Total J.D. and Non-J.D. enrollment 135,812 132,684*

2020 2019
1L Enrollment 38,202 38,283
Schools with level or increased 1L enrollment
compared with prior year 

111 119

Schools with decreased 1L enrollment compared with 
prior year 

86 84

*Dual Enrolled JD/LLM Students only counted once in this count

http://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_education.html
http://www.abarequireddisclosures.org/
http://www.abarequireddisclosures.org/
http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/legal_education_and_admissions_to_the_bar/statistics/2016_fall_1l_applicant_and_matriculant.xlsx
http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/legal_education_and_admissions_to_the_bar/statistics/2016_v_2015_1l_matriculants.xlsx
http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/legal_education_and_admissions_to_the_bar/statistics/2019-fyclass-vs-2018-fyclass.xlsx
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_education/resources/statistics/



