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About the American Bar Association Commission on Law and Aging
The mission of the American Bar Association (ABA) Commission on Law and Aging is to strengthen and
secure the legal rights, dignity, autonomy, quality of life, and quality of care of elders. It carries out this mission
through research, policy development, technical assistance, advocacy, education, and training.
The ABA Commission consists of a 15-member interdisciplinary body of experts in aging and law, including lawyers, judges, health and social services professionals, academics, and advocates. With its professional
staff, the ABA Commission examines a wide range of law-related issues, including: legal services to older persons; health and long-term care; housing needs; professional ethical issues; Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid,
and other public benefit programs; planning for incapacity; guardianship; elder abuse; health care decision-making; pain management and end-of-life care; dispute resolution; and court-related needs of older persons with disabilities.
About the American Psychological Association
The American Psychological Association (APA) is the largest scientific and professional organization representing psychology in the United States and is the world’s largest association of psychologists. Through its
divisions in 53 subfields of psychology and affiliations with 59 state, territorial, and Canadian provincial associations, APA works to advance psychology as a science, as a profession, and as a means of promoting health,
education, and human welfare. The APA Office on Aging coordinates the association’s activities pertaining to
aging and geropsychology (the field within psychology devoted to older adult issues). The Committee on Aging
(CONA) is the committee within the APA governance structure dedicated to aging issues. Its six expert geropsychologists are selected for three-year terms. Together, the Office on Aging, CONA, and association members
promote the health and wellbeing of older adults and their families through expanded scientific understanding
of adult development and aging and the delivery of appropriate psychological services to older adults.
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Disclaimer. The views expressed in this document have not been approved by the governing or policysetting bodies of the American Bar Association or the American Psychological Association and should not be
construed as representing policy of either organization. This document is not intended to establish a standard
of practice against which lawyer or clinician practice is to be evaluated. Rather, it provides one approach that
practitioners may find useful in understanding, assessing, and responding to clients and potential clients with
diminished capacity.
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