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This book, like its first edition, is influenced by the work of the late Professor
Daniel W. Shuman. Dan was a long-time professor and accomplished scholar in
the Dedman School of Law at Southern Methodist University. His authoritative
writings and teaching challenged my thinking about the relationship between
psychology and law and shaped my conduct as a forensic psychologist and a
lawyer. I was privileged to be Dan’s student and colleague.
This second edition of Confronting Mental Health Evidence would not have
been written without the support of colleagues and friends who assisted me in
2007–2008 with the first edition. I am particularly grateful to Justice Deborah
H. Lehrmann, now sitting on the Texas Supreme Court, who first approached
me to write the first edition and encouraged me throughout that project.
I wish to thank the ABA Section of Family Law Publications Board, cochaired by Gail Baker and Steven Peskind, for giving me the privilege to write
this second edition under the section’s banner. Judge Edward Newman, my liai‑
son to the Publications Board, also enthusiastically supported my efforts. And
special thanks to Jeffrey Salyards, executive editor of ABA Book Publishing, for
his ready responsiveness, encouragement, and advice throughout this project.
Friends and colleagues gave valuable suggestions and feedback to chapter
drafts. Lynne Ustach, my Publications Board liaison for my 2013 book, How to
Examine Mental Health Experts, pushed me to expand my treatment of HIPAA
to help lawyers navigate HIPAA issues when they seek to obtain mental health
and medical records. After writing that chapter, Jeffery P. Drummond, a Dallas
lawyer with Jackson-Walker, LLP who specializes in healthcare law and HIPAA
matters, graciously agreed to review the draft and offered valuable comments
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and edits. Marilea W. Lewis, a former Texas district court judge, now at Godwin-Lewis,
PC, also commented on the chapter draft from the view of a family law practitioner.
Other friends also gave of their time and expertise. I appreciated feedback from Geor‑
ganna L. Simpson, a Dallas appellate lawyer, and Lindley Bain of Goranson-Bain, PLLC.
Their comments on substance and their push to sharpen my ideas improved my writing.
Mitchell H. Dunn, M.D., ABPN, a skilled and respected board certified forensic psychia‑
trist in Dallas, also read the chapter on DSM-5 and offered helpful comments.
In addition, psychologists Dr. Mark R. Otis and Dr. Richard A. Warshak read several
chapter drafts. But more than their reviews, I appreciate their ongoing support for my
professional development and writing, and I value their friendships.
Finally, I am grateful to each reader of the first edition of Confronting Mental Health
Evidence and of my 2013 book, How to Examine Mental Health Experts: A Family
Lawyer’s Handbook of Issues and Strategies. I’ve been encouraged by feedback that the
books are helpful resources in your cases and conference presentations. I trust that you
will find this second edition of Confronting Mental Health Evidence to be a useful aid
in your practice as well.
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