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Daniel J. Hynan, PhD, ABAP, is a clinical and forensic psychologist in independent practice. For decades, he has had a specialty in
working with children and families of divorce. He has extensive experience conducting evaluations of parenting time, decision making,
child custody, visitation, relocation, and individual functioning relevant to parenting. He also carries out work product reviews and trial
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Soon after he began to specialize in work with children of divorce
in the early 1990s, he recognized the need to increase the scientific foundations of evaluations and integrate such knowledge with
professional practice principles. Consequently, he wrote the first
peer-reviewed journal article on interviewing children in custody evaluations. Not long afterward, he wrote the first peer-reviewed journal
article on observing parent–child interactions within the context of
such evaluations. Also, he wrote the first such journal article on child
physical health and safety in custody evaluations.
As an outgrowth of Dr. Hynan’s combined focus on professional
practice and scientific knowledge, he identified that a psychological
test used by a significant proportion of custody evaluators had a gender bias. He published an article in a prominent journal describing that
gender bias and how it could have a very negative impact on women
undergoing custody evaluations. Afterward, the test publisher changed
aspects of the test construction and eliminated the gender bias.
Dr. Hynan’s work has focused on advancing the field in other
ways, also. For example, his article on others’ research regarding
overnight visits for young children helped to shed light on the importance of prior patterns of parent–child and interparental relationships.
A multi-year project strengthened the scientific foundations of
a number of psychological tests used in parenting plan evaluations.
Dr. Hynan wrote journal articles that included psychological test
data specific to custody evaluation parents regarding the Personality
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Assessment Inventory and the Parent–Child Relationship Inventory,
and he published supplementary information on these tests in his previous book. Also, he published Minnesota Multiphasic Personality
Inventory-2 results in his prior book that had the largest psychological
testing sample in the custody evaluation field, thereby improving the
scientific foundation for the use of that measure.
That earlier book, Child Custody Evaluation: New Theoretical
Applications and Research, was published in 2014 and covered a
broad array of crucial content areas for divorce professionals. It was
the number one bestseller in its Amazon category very soon after its
publication.
Dr. Hynan received his BA from the University of Notre Dame
in 1977 and his PhD from Northern Illinois University in 1982. He
is board certified by the American Board of Assessment Psychology.
His website is drhynan.com. He can be contacted by email at
drdanhynan@gmail.com.
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