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Issue Highlights

Welcome to the November 2004 issue of GPSolo Technology eReport.

Areyou using your webcam for in-office video conferencing? Read what Alan Pearlman has
to say about his experience with webcam video conferencing.

Interested in using video depositions in your trials? See Ryan Hodge' s “Video Deposition
Synching for Presentation Made Easy.”

Tony Vittal tells you about the development of computer emulators and also discusses
desktop search enginesin TechNotes.

Jeffrey Allen talks about Apple’ s new iMac, G5, Microsoft’s new Virtual PC, and the
availability of high-speed wireless cards for Macs on the Verizon network in MacNotes.

Check out ProductNews for these new hot products: ABS backup systems and software,
Pacific Digital’s Memory Frame, Logitech’s MX 1000 Laser Mouse, and HP' s h6315 all-in-
one handheld.

Finally, don't miss SectionNotes for information about the Section’ s upcoming meetings
and activities.
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Webcams: Legitimate Tools or Little Toys?

By Alan Pearlman, “The Electronic Lawyer” ™

We al know the pains of planning and holding off-site meetings, especially those that include
clients, lawyers, paralegals, and others from across the city, the country, or even the world.
Coordinating atime and location can cost a bundle, especially when combined with the travel
costs associated with getting and staying there, and the wasted time that could have been
spent billing.

Ultimately, it’s the client who pays, you say, so why worry? We're al learning why more and
more each day. Times have changed. Many clients just don’t have big budgets anymore. If we
want to keep the clients we have and obtain new ones, paying close attention to their budgets
isagood way to do it. Clients don’t have time to be out of their offices for days meeting with
legal counsel or collaborating on complicated documents (that process can take weeks:
writing, faxing, or e-mailing back and forth, coordinating edits, resending, and so on).
Moreover, your clients don’t have aburning desire to pay for your travel time and expenses,
either. Travel takes you out of the office and makes you less efficient. If it’s not absolutely
necessary, try to avoid it by using an alternative means of communication.

Enter the webcam! For several years now many people on the Internet have been using a
small device to communicate with their families, friends, and lovers while away from home
on business, or just talking and chatting to others around the globe. The webcam provides the
ability to see the person you are talking to on the screen while you are talking to them. Not
that long ago, such a concept seemed very futuristic—atelephone with a T.V. screen so you
can see who you're talking too! Well, the future is here now, and the quality has increased to
the point that it works for personal as well as business uses. If you' re not webcamming for
business, you certainly should consider its benefits.



In the immediate post-911world, people felt unsure about travel. During the months following
the destruction of the World Trade Center, many people simply chose not to fly. Asaresult,
they cancelled business trips. In order to continue doing business, the meetings associated
with the cancelled travel took place by phone, more and more frequently augmented by
videoconferencing facilities. Asthe cost of videoconferencing dropped, more and more
business professionals turned to videoconferencing as a replacement for face-to-face
meetings. Today you can use a computer and a simple webcam to set up one-to-one
videoconferences at virtually no cost beyond that of the computer and the webcam.

An attorney, for example, can convene a meeting, whether planned or on the spur of the
moment, with colleagues or clients anywhere in the world, aslong as they have a PC, an
Internet connection (high speed strongly recommended because it provides higher quality
video), awebcam, and a headset. It’ s very easy, and much more interactive and considerably
less costly than traditional audio- or videoconferences.

CREATIVE WEBCAM NX CREATIVE WEBCAM
ULTRA NOTEBOOK
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For legal professionals, the webcam experience permits users to work together in real-time
over the Internet using live audio and video capabilities, instant messaging and text chat, and
the ability to jointly create, review, share, and edit Microsoft® Word and PowerPoint
presentations. When | am videoconferencing, | use a Creative Labs webcam. As a matter of
fact, | have two of them. One isthe smaller notebook version that | use when | absolutely
have to be out of the office. The other isthe Creative Labs NX Ultrawebcam, which comes
complete with a microphone headpiece for audio. | use that as my stationary office cam. | like
these two webcams, and they offer excellent resolution and design for the money. They also
sport features like the ability to follow your movements as you move around during any
conferences.

There are several good programs that are free or come with your operating systems. For
example, if you have MS Messenger, you have the ability to conduct an online meeting and
invite several colleagues from all over the globe to joinin to review and revise legal
documents. Y ou aso have the capacity for all of them to whiteboard, in effect, right online,
which lets you capture any type of document to share in your e-meeting, including pictures or
websites. Using awhiteboard allows participants (if the host enablesit) to draw freehand and
defined shapes, add text, point to different features on the document, change line colors or



just about anything they need to do, and everyone can see the additions as they are being
made. Cool! Y ou can create as many pages as you want with the same background, marking
each one as “confidential” or asa“work in progress.”

Also extremely helpful for attorneysisthe ability to present afinal PowerPoint presentation
to adesignated group. The meeting presenter or presenters specified by the host make the
presentation. The host controls who may attend the presentation, and viola—you can now
display your presentation to an audience in remote locations without the cost of buying or
renting a projector!

To take advantage of this technology, ask yourself how can you useit in your law practice.
There are almost too many legal applicationsto count. | can see attorneys using webcams for
emergency situations, where you just don’t have time to get to your client’s office to help
them out. Sure, ateleconference can work in this situation, but you can’t jointly create and
edit an emergency press release with a group of people as efficiently on the phone. Y ou can
use it to prep an expert witness who might be based in Italy, for example, again cutting back
on expenses to the client and wasted travel time for the witness.

Client status meetings can also take place with your webcam. After al, if | can’t be with a
client, it’s better for our relationship to at least be able to see each other’ s faces. Such a
meeting also allows us to quickly pull up documents to work on together, which might not be
possibleif I'd traveled across the city and forgotten the contract. The same logic applies for
bigger law firms with multiple offices across the country or corporate counsel who need to
deal with multiple attorneys. With a decent webcam, such as the Creative Labs NX Ultra
webcam, we can all bein one virtual meeting room without ever having to leave our offices.
Our big decisions can be reached, or documents approved, in afraction of the time it would
have taken if we'd had to travel.

Many courts already allow telephone appearances in law and motion proceedings and other
matters. | can foresee that in the not-too-distant future, we will have the ability to appear by
videoconference through the use of webcams, so that when we appear from aremote location,
we really appear.

In summary, using a good webcam and mic has proven to me that online meetings can
actually be tremendously beneficial for legal professionals such as myself. Not only isthe
guality of audio and video better than the competition (or much less expensive than stand-
alone videoconferencing suites), but the ease-of-use and functionality of the real-time
document creation and editing features also should win over even technophobes. All these
features are an attractive alternative to those face-to-face meetings that we just don’t need
anymore. | can seeit now: U.S. airlines continue to struggle because some of their most
frequent fliers—attorneys—are turning in their wings. Sorry, airlines! Webcams and
microphones have come of age as legitimate tools of the legal profession. They cost much



less than a plane ticket and take up much less time, thereby making us more efficient.

Alan Pearlman, the “ Electronic Lawyer,” practices family and criminal law in Illinois. He
also serves as a technology consultant and a frequent author of articles on technology and the
law. His e-mail address is Pearlman@theel ectroniclawyer.com .
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Video Deposition Synching for Presentation
Made Easy

By Ryan Hodge

We all know that presenting impeachment evidence after a witness has testified to the
contrary can be devastating. However, presenting this evidence during opening while the
witness is testifying to the contrary can set the stage for the rest of the trial. How can you get
awitnessto testify during opening, you ask? Read on!

| have a car wreck case involving arelatively minor impact to my client’s car. | depose the
defendant. During the deposition the defendant testifies that there was absolutely no damage
to my client’s car after the wreck. Now | have pictures that clearly show otherwise. The
following is a step-by-step instruction for using these two pieces of evidence for maximum
effect during opening statements.

Videotape the defendant’s deposition. Y ou can hire someoneto do it or, if your state rules
permit, you can do it yourself. | use a Sony camcorder and a Sony ECM R100 microphone.
Any mini-digital video camcorder will work fine. The ECM R100 microphone is designed to
record lectures and conferences. It sitsin front of the deponent and picks up everyone in the
room very clearly. | found this method worked better than having three clips on wireless
mikes and amixer. Y ou will need to make sure your court reporter provides you an ASCI|
copy of the deposition.

UseiMovieor similar softwaretoimport thedigital video to your computer. | usea
Macintosh, and iMovie comes free with all Macintosh computers. If the depositionislong, it
will be imported in severa clipsiniMovie. After the deposition has been imported, use
IMovie to export the video into a single mpeg file. The resolution of the export required will
depend on how big the image will be at trial. | use an eight-foot screen at trial, so | need
pretty high resolution. iMovie handles this with ease. My last video deposition was amost 8



gigabytes.

Use VISYNC or similar deposition transcription softwareto synch thetext of the
deposition to thevideo. VISYNC is a cross-platform deposition synching software. It’s easy
to use, but alittle expensive. It costs $695. However, VISYNC is agreat deposition program.
| was able to use it to present awitness by videotape in arecent trial and edited out objections
the judge ruled on the morning before | presented the witnessin less than 15 minutes.

With VISYNC you can create clips of key deposition testimony. As| prepared for tria, |
viewed the deposition for key clipsthat | wanted to use during opening and created the clip of
the deponent saying there was no damage to the car.

Next, | used Snapz Pro X v2 by Ambrosia Software. Snapz is a screen capture utility that
allows you to make mpeg movies of what you see on your computer screen. Snapz is
available at www.ambrosiasw.com as shareware for $69. With VISYNC, | played theclip |
just created and captured it using Snapz. This takes some practice, and, depending on how
tight you want the video, you may need to take the mpeg and do some editing with iMovie.
When capturing video with Snapz, | found that setting the video capture to alower frame rate
(about 10 frames per second) did a better job of preserving the audio than a higher video
framerate.

Another program that | have used for many purposesin openings and closingsis called
Still Life. Still Life alows you to load one or more JPG files and then save a pan and zoom
across the photo as an mpeg. In other words you can make a motion picture from a still photo
by zooming into one area then panning across the photo to another area then zooming out to
the whole picture again or whatever you want. Still Life can be purchased for $24.95 from
www.grantedsw.com. Videographers commonly use this technique in settlement brochures. In

thisinstance | used Still Life to show the entire picture of the car and then slowly zoom into
the area of the bumper near the wheel well where there was the most damage. Still Life
allows you to test your movie and make modifications as you go. Y ou can also control how
guickly you zoom or pan and the delay at any point before the view begins to move or zoom

again.

Once | got something I liked | exported the routine to an mpeg. | should note at this point that
If you have acritical document instead of a picture, you can do the same thing just as
effectively. You just need a.jpg file of the page you want to use. This can be done by taking a
document that has been scanned as atiff or PDF and exporting it from Acrobat (not Reader)
or graphic converter to a .jpg file. Alternatives to this include scanning the page as a .jpg or
taking a picture of the page with adigital camera. However you do it, just get a .jpg of the
document you want to display. Then use Still Life to pan and zoom across the document and
saveit asan .mpg. | was able to create several motion pictures with the first page of athree
medical journals where | zoomed to the title then scanned and zoomed down to the critical
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text in the document in less than 10 minutes.

Now | have two mpeg filesthat | want to display at the same time. There may be away to do
this with Keynote from Apple, but PowerPoint will not display to .mpg files at the same time
on asingle slide. PowerPoint will display one .mpg and then the other in consecutive fashion.
To solve this problem | used a program called Multimedia Tiler. Tiler can be purchased for
$9.95 from www.chaoticsoftware.com. | will warn everyone that Tiler isbuggy. There are

some quirksin how it operates that take some getting used to. | was able to work with it until
| got it to do more or lesswhat | wanted it to do. Tiler allows you to display one or more
Images on the screen at once and will allow multiple .mpg files to run at the same time. After
| selected the .mpg files| just created in atwo-row format, | used Snapz Pro againto do a
screen capture of the two .mpgs running at the same time. Once you have this final .mpg you
can use iMovieto do aclean up edit on the front and back end of the .mpg.

How long does all thistake? Well, the first time through it may take awhile to get used to
how the process works. Once you get the hang of it, you can easily take a deposition clip and
astill image to final product in under 20 minutes. The final result is a presentation during
opening that can set the stage for the entire trial.

What’sthe cost? The digital camcorder and microphone are the most expensive investment.
Once you have the hardware, the software expenseis as follows:

1. iMovie—free with the Macintosh
2. Snapz Pro—3$69

3. Still Life—%$24.95

4. Tiler—$9.95

Total Cost: lessthan $105 and about 20 minutes of time. To have a professional do this
would easily cost $200-—$300.

Ryan Hodge has been in practice since 1994. He works with two other lawyersin a general
practice law firm. Ryan concentrates his practice on personal injury. Ryan Graduated from
Law School at the University of Kansasin 1993, got an MBA at Eastern Collegein &
David's, PA, and got his undergraduate degree from Baylor University. Ryan has used
technology extensively in the courtroom for about 6 years.
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MacNotes

By Jeffrey Allen

OK, Mac lovers, last year | told you to wait for abit to get your New iMac G5. Now isthe time.
Applebuilt it. Apple built it right. They made it hot, fast, powerful, seek, and offered it at a
reasonable price. They call it theiMac G5. They styled it like the computer that evolved from the
iPod.

It comes in three versions, two of which Apple built into a &
17" (diagonal) monitor and the third of which Apple built into
a 20" (diagonal) monitor. All three versions come with a
barely adequate 256 MB of RAM. All three accept a
maximum of 2 GB of RAM, and you should upgrade to at
least 1 GB of RAM. The basic specifications for each of the
three versions appear below. For full specifications, go to the
Apple website and check out the new iMac G5s. http://www.
apple.com/imac/specs.html. All three versions include a
variety of optional upgraded configurations, including the —
addition of internal Bluetooth, 802.11g wireless, additional : e

RAM, and alarger hard drive. The base prices for each of the e

three models (prior to any upgrading) are $1,299 for the

slower 17" unit, $1,499 for the 1.8 GHz 17" unit and $1, 899 for the 20" unit. Consider the one in the
middle the sweet spot. Upgrade to the 20" version if you want or need the additional monitor space.

The new iMacs are among the most powerful computers Apple has ever offered. Certainly, they have
less power and muscle than the dual processor G5 towers that Apple sells. You will pay a healthy
premium for that increased muscle. The simple fact of the matter is that for the kind of work that
lawyers do, they don’t need the dual processor muscle and won't likely realize any advantage from
having it if they get it. Apple hasjust released a PowerPC tower G5 with a single processor. It costs
$1,500 without a monitor. The smallest monitor Apple offers now isthe 20" flat panel monitor that
costs $1,300, bringing the cost of the computer to $2,800 prior to any upgrades. The only advantage
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the tower hasisits expandability. Bottom line: go with the iMac G5.

Configurations
Mode!

ProsCessor
Frontside bus
Memaory

Graphics

Mard drive |

Optical drive

Display

Paris

Nerwarking

Wirehess

Audio

Sysiem software

Software

Hardware aicessories

Limited warranty and service

IfTErnEl HOCESE

Build -to-Order Options
Cables and adapters

1.8GHz 20-inch iMac
MEZ2504L/A
1.8CHz PowerPC Ch

16GHz 17-inch iMac
M3 4ELL FA
1.6CHz PowerPC G5

LBGHz 17-inch iMac

MEZASLL (A
. 1.BCHz PowerPC C5
533IMHE
256MB PCI2040 (400MHZ) DDR SDRAM, supparts up to 268
NVIDHA Ceforce FX 5200 Ultra with 64MB DDR SDRAM with AGP 8X support

1800GE Serial ATA: 7200 rpm

Slot -lpading SuperDrive (DVD-RJCD-RW)

BO0MHE

EOCH Serial ATA, 7200 rpm |

Slot - loading Comio Drive
OV D-R0M T - BW)

20=inch {Wewable] wedesoreen
TFT active -matnx LCD, 1680 x
1050 pixets, millions of colors

17=inch (viewable) widescreen TFT active -matnix LCD, 1440 x
200 pinels, milligns of colors

Two FireWire 400 ports; three USE 2.0 ports, two USE 1.1 ports [on keyboard), VCA ocutputl; 5-
video and composite video output

Built-in 10/100BASE-T Ethermet and S6K V.92 modem 3

AirPor Extreme ready (based on B0Z.11g specitication; |EEE BO2. 11b Wi-Fi certifiedi4; intérnal
Bleetooth module available as bwlld-to-order apthan

Headphane/optical digital audio autput; audio ling in

Mac 05 X version 10.3 “Panther.” incdludes Classic environment, Makl, iChat AV, Safari, Sheripck,
Address Book, QuickTime, ISync. Cal

iLife [ircludes iTunes. iPhoto, iMovie, iDVD and CarageBand), AppleWorks, Quicken 2004 for Mac,
‘Waorld Book 2004 Edition, Nanosaur 2, Marbkle Blast Gold, Microsoft OFice 2004 far Mac Test Drive
and Apple Hardware Test

Built-in stereo speakers, Apple Keyboard, Apple Mouse, modem cable

Your iMac G5 comes with 90 days of free ielephone suppart and a ene-year limited warranky
Purchase the AppleCare Protection Flan o extend your service and suppor to three full years. Only
the AppleCare Protection Plan prowvides you with direct telephone support from Apple technical
pxpertt and the assurance that repairs will be kandled by Apple-cemified technicians using genuine
Apphe parts. For more information, wisit Apple support or call BOD-B23-2775.

All models include 30 days of free dial-up Internet senvice with Earthlink (Nomh America omlby)
activation. Intermet access requires a compatible Intermet service provider; fees may apply.

Order a custom -configured compater from the online Apple Store or an authorized Apple reseller,

Apple WGA Display Adapter MBEIS0 /4
Apple Video Adapter MILOGC 1A

If you want to save afew dollars and don’t really need to get a new computer right now, consider
waiting for Appleto release OS X 10.4. The new iMacs will likely ship with the new operating
system by mid-2005. If you are otherwise ready for a new computer, go ahead and get it. The upgrade
cost should not be more than $95-$129. | don’t know about you, but | am ready to get mine.

Virtual PC 7 Released

Microsoft has (finally) released Virtual PC 7. | had the opportunity to work with the almost final beta
version of the software prior to its release and was quite pleased with the improvements | saw over



Version 6. | have worked with the final release version for the last week or so and have not seen any
indication of any change from the beta to the release version. Simply put, it works competently and it
runs noticeably faster than its predecessor. | had it running with Windows XP Professiona on a 15"
PowerBook Al running at 1.25 GHz. The computer had 1 GB of RAM, and | allocated 512k to the
virtual windows computer.

While the Virtual PC boot up from a cold start was somewhat slower than | would have liked
(especialy when compared to the boot up of a current PC running the same software, the use of
Virtual PC's“save state” command erased much of the difference. With that command, shutting
down the Virtual PC does not require the equivalent of a cold start boot up when you next want to use
the program/machine. Instead, the program opens and restores the computer to its state on shutdown.

| tried a number of programs with it and had no problem getting them to run. Certain actions,
however, still take longer than on areal Windows computer. The place you will most likely see extra
timeis the processing of large amounts of information. Due to the nature of the activity, you will not
notice much difference in data entry or in composition in word processing software.

Bottom line: if you have need to occasionally run a Windows-based program or, in some cases, a
program that you run regularly, Virtual PC will suffice. If you do alot of work in Windows-based
programs, you will likely find that you will want to have two computers, one of which runs on the
Windows OS. Even so, you may find that you want to have Virtual PC on your Mac |laptop so that
you can travel with just one computer and still have access to the Windows-based program.

NOTE: If you have Microsoft Office 2004 and have not yet downloaded and installed Service
Pack 1, you probably should. You can get it at no charge from the Mac OS X Download site at:
http://www.apple.com/downloads/macosx/.

Wireless Card Runson Mac

One of the most significant frustrations | have had as Mac attorney has been the inability to get a
wireless card for the Mac so that | could connect to the Internet from almost anywhere. | had the
ability to use the Bluetooth connection to a cell phone and reach the Internet, but that worked far too
slowly for anything but emergency use. The wireless cards worked faster and better, but not with
Macs. Recently Apple released the necessary software to allow one wireless card to work on the Mac
laptop computers. If you go to the Apple download site ( http://www.apple.com/downloads/macosx/

apple/), you can find and download the software (it costs nothing). The site stores releases

chronologically. Look at June 2004 and find the Verizon Broadband Access Support 1.0 program.
Download it and install it, and you can use The Express Network PC Card (PC5220) on the Verizon
Wireless network.

The software works only with the PC 5220 and only on the Verizon Wireless network. The PC5220
uses Verizon's newest technology. In certain parts of the country Verizon has already introduced
essentially DSL speeds for wireless users. Eventually, we should all have it. Right now, most of the
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country gets substantially slower than DSL rates, but still better than on a 56k baud modem. The card
will use both technologies: it will pick up the new technology when it can and use the older
technology the rest of the time. Note that the card operates as a cell phone for data only. It hasits own
number and requires a separate subscription. | pay $69 per month for unlimited use. The subscription
generally paysfor itself when | travel as| no longer need to connect to hotel systems for $14.95 or so
aday. Additionally, I can now connect from almost anywhere | go, including other attorneys' offices,
the courthouse, hotels, my car, and so forth.

Jeffrey Allen (jallenlawtek@aol.com) has a general practice in Oakland, California. His firm, Graves
& Allen, emphasizesreal estate and business transactions and litigation. He is a frequent speaker

and author on technology topics and the Editor-in-Chief of the GPSolo Technology & Practice Guide
and the Technology eReport.
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TechNotes

Hardware Platform Independence/Desktop
Search Engines

By J. Anthony Vittal

How many of us have secretly wished we could run any application on any computer,
regardless of the operating system controlling that computer or the chip set on whichitis
based? We aren’t there yet, but new computer emulation softwar e is bringing that wish
closer to reality.

M acintosh on a Windows PC

According to press reports, a Hawaiian company, Maui X-Stream, announced earlier this
month that it has developed a $50 software emulator, B CherryOS, availableasa7 MB
download that allows a Windows PC running Windows XP to run Apple Computer’s Mac OS
X. In essence, CherryOS runs on a Windows PC and mimics the hardware of a G4 Mac
processor. It includes the G4’ s Velocity Engine (to boost multimedia performance) and
features support for USB, FireWire, and Ethernet connections. CherryOS automatically
detects hardware and network connections. With CherryOS installed on your PC, you then
caninstall Mac OS X (MSRP $129) and run any application that runs on OS X.

According to the software designer, CherryOS performs at about 80 percent of the speed of
the PC hardware, since the emulator takes about 20 percent of the host system’s resources.
Maui X-Stream recommends a 2 GHz processor and claims that, on a 3 GHz Pentium 4
desktop with 1 GB of RAM, the emulator performs as quickly as native Apple hardware. If
the claims are true, CherryOS corrects the speed deficiencies in open-source Mac emulator
PearPC.

Maui X-Stream also claimsit is developing a stand-alone version of CherryOS that will run
independently of Windows XP. If successful, that version will permit a user to install Mac OS



X on an inexpensive commodity PC without the expense of a Microsoft operating system.
Windows on a Macintosh

For several years, Virtual PC has enabled Macintosh users to run Windows on their Apple
hardware and to connect their Apple computers to PC-only peripherals and networks. Virtual
PC does this by emulating a Windows-compatible PC. When installed, you will be running
Windows and OS X in separate windows. Microsoft acquired Virtual PC from Connectix and
has just released a new update B Version 7. According to Microsoft, Version 7 (Windows XP
SP2) was significantly rewritten for the G5 processor and runs 10-30 percent faster than
previous versions, although it’ s still slower than Windows on a PC.

Virtual PC 7 supports Windows shortcuts, allows you to drag and drop files from OS X, and
permits cut, paste, and copy functions between OS X and Windows applications. Version 7
enables the user to launch Windows applications directly from the desktop, in the same
fashion as using the Start menu in Windows. Startup is slow—over a minute to the login
screen and 32 minutesto full installation—but Version 7 has afast save feature that shuts
down Windows XP and Virtual PC on a single command, saving the then current state of the
virtual computer and allowing you to restore the same state when you relaunch the
application.

Virtual PC 7 requires a G3, G4, or G5 processor running at a clock speed of at least 700 MHz;
at least 512 MB of RAM (at least 1 GB recommended); at least 3 GB of available hard disk
space; and Mac OS X release 10.2.8 or higher. The emulator itself costs $130 ($100 for an
upgrade to Version 7). Bundled with Windows XP Professional, it sells for $250.

To avoid performance problems, commentators suggest allocating half of the RAM inal1+
GB Mac to Virtual PC and then running only one program at atime. In addition, you probably
should avoid the shared folders feature of Virtual PC to preclude exposing your Mac filesto
the possibility, however remote, of contamination by Windows-based malware.

Observations

Eventually, we can hope that flawless emulators will be standard equipment on every
personal computer. While neither CherryOS nor Virtual PC 7 approaches that ideal, they do
allow you to emulate one type of popular personal computer on another. The tradeoffsin
speed and multitasking ability to achieve low-cost flexibility in the applications available to
you may be worth your investment in one of these solutions.

DESKTOP SEARCH ENGINES



If you ever have tried to locate a particular file on your computer, you surely have
encountered the deficiencies of the Search Files function in Windows or the search functions
in Microsoft applications such as Outlook. There now are several freeware applications that
may ease your frustration.

Following closely on the heels of its PO, Google announced the release of the beta version of
its new desktop search engine earlier thismonth. It is available as afree download at http://
desktop.google.com. Although limited inits utility (it only runs on Windows computers,
requires Windows XP or Windows 2000 SP 3+, and searches only limited types of files), it
has the familiar interface and, if your computer is connected to the Internet, it will execute the
search on both your own computer and across the World Wide Web. Google claimsit will be
adding greater functionality over time.

In the meantime, because of the way Desktop Google indexes files, including cached web
pages, it can permit an otherwise unauthorized user to view files that normally would be
accessible only via a username and password, such as e-mail messages sent or received viaa
web mail application such as Yahoo Mail or Hotmail. As aresult, some care needs to be used
in setting the features of Desktop Google. In addition, you should protect access to your
computer by requiring a boot password, as well as a username and password to access
Windows, and you should log off Windows whenever stepping away from your computer.

A more robust application is Copernic Desktop Search (CDS) from Copernic Technologies,
Inc., introduced at the end of August 2004. CDS works with Windows 95/98/Me/NT/2000/XP
and Internet Explorer 5.0 or later. Y ou can get it as a free download at www.copernic.com.
Using a streamlined, intuitive user interface, CDS executes subsecond searching of Microsoft
Word, Excel, and PowerPoint files, Acrobat PDFs, all popular music, picture and video
formats, contacts, browser history, and favorites. Using Boolean search logic, it will index
and search e-mail and contacts from Outlook Express 5.x/6.x, Outlook 2000/XP/2003, and
Windows Address Book. CDS features a seamlessly integrated previewer that instantly
provides you with aview of the file or eemail you’ re looking for. The previewer highlights all
search terms and automatically scrolls to the first use of these termsin a document.

Another free download is Filehand from Filehand, LLC, accessible at www.filehand.com.
This application works for PDF, Word, Excel, PowerPoint, WordPerfect, text, MP3, HTML,
and MHT (archived HTML) files and searches for documents in most Western and Middle
Eastern languages. Filehand also uses Boolean search logic.

So much for free search engines, each of which demonstrates that you get what you pay for.
Many users think that X1Jversion 04.09, from X1 Technologies, Inc., is the best desktop
search engine around. X 1Jisthe brainchild of entrepreneur Bill Gross, the founder of
|deal_ab, who conceived and developed a similar product, called Lotus Magellan, that was
published in 1989. Several members of the original Magellan team have been involved in the



development of X1J.

X1J uses aproprietary indexing system to locate files, e-mail messages, e-mail attachments
and M S Outlook contact information across local and network drives. X 1J displays the
contents of files and e-mail messagesin the format of the program that created them, any of
255 formats. It handles all popular word processors (including WordPerfect, Microsoft Word,
Microsoft WordPad, Lotus WordPro, Star Office Write and WordStar); al popular
spreadsheet formats (including Lotus 1-2-3, Excel, and Quattro Pro); most popular e-mail
applications (Outlook7, Outlook Express, Eudora7, and Netscape7 Mail); all popular
presentation formats (including PowerPoint and Presentations); all popular graphics formats;
various database formats; various compressed formats (including MIME text mail and PK
ZIP files through version 2.04q); executable .exe and .dll files; and the text portions of
Microsoft Project files. With some exceptions, when a user locates afile, X 1J can instantly
launch it into the program that created it. The user can specify various settings, including
which e-mail and file folders to index, file types to index, the maximum file size to index,
degrees of indexing (for example, it may not make sense to index the contents of binary files).
In addition, users may configure X1J as a hideaway taskbar at the top of the screen, or asa
standard window.

X1J runs on any of Windows 98SE/M E/2000/X P and requires a minimum of 128 MB of
RAM (256 MB recommended). Y ou can purchase X1J as a download from www.x1.com for
$74.95 with volume discounts of 20, 25, or 30 percent for purchases of 5, 10, or 25 copies at
once.

Happy searching!

J. Anthony Vittal (tony.vittal @abanet.org) isthe General Counsel of Credit.Com, Inc., and
Identity Theft 911, LLC, both based in San Francisco, California. A former member of the
ABA Sanding Committee on Technology and Information Systems and a member of various
technology-oriented committees of ABA Sections, he speaks and writes frequently on legal
technology topics.
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ProductNotes

Hot Products for Lawyers on the Go

Just when you thought that it couldn’t get any better in the al-in-
one PDA device category, HP is there to surprise you with their
band new offering of the HP h6315. Satisfy all your mobile
communication needs with this one compact device: the new HP
IPAQ h6315 Pocket PC with mobile phone and cameral Thisis
the first and smallest handheld featuring integrated three-way
wireless capabilities (GSM, GPRS, WLAN, and Bluetooth).
Access the Internet, e-mail, send text messages, and make
wireless phone calls with the GSM/GPRS global voice and data
wireless network. Y ou can snap a photo with the built-in camera
or navigate to anywhere in the world with the addition of the
GPS module. The phone service is provided by T-Mobile and has 2
a separate monthly fee. It even includes a detachable B8eEc 000!
microkeyboard for those times when you want to let your fingers
do the typing. ThisiPAQ should be on everyone's “please-buy-
this-for-me” list, but it does carry a hefty price tag of about $599.99, not including the
phone service, so you better be a very good little girl or boy in order to receive this luxury
item. www.hp.com . — Reviewed by Alan PearIman
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L ogitech® M X™1000 L aser Cordless Mouse

The new Logitech® MX™1000 Laser Cordless Mouse is the |atest
and greatest of the entire mouse family! Now optical is obsolete.
And your computing experience will never be the same. With an
incredible 20x more sensitivity to surface detail—or tracking power
—than optical, laser can track reliably even on tricky polished or



javascript:openWin('/shopping/html/misc/glossary.html#bt')
http://www.hp.com/

wood-grain surfaces. And the MX1000 offers even more advanced features that will make
you more productive and more comfortable: it's rechargeable, with a rapid-charging base
station that makes sure the mouse is always ready, and the lithium-ion battery never needs
replacing. It features cordless performance that equals a USB-corded connection. If you
are looking for anew and exciting mouse to beef up computer movements, move to the
new MX1000: $80. — Reviewed by Alan PearIman.

ABS Plus Automatic Backup System

Laptop

CMS Products (www.cmsproducts. = -
com) has created an easy-to-install,

simple-to-use, and practically \
completely automatic backup system _
for laptop and desktop computers on

both the Macintosh and Windows Laptop version

platforms. CM S sells its own backup

software, called BounceBack Professional, separately and as part of a package that
includes a hard disk. The package designed for the Macintosh platform comes with a hard
drive with a FireWire 400 interface. Y ou can get packages designed for a Windows
platform that comes with a hard disk with aUSB 2.0 or a FireWire interface.

CMS has separate packages for laptops and desktop computers as
well. The laptop backup package comes with a small footprint
(pocketable) hard disk (20 to 100 GB). The desktop packages come
with relatively small footprint 80—400 GB hard disk. The software
by itself lists for $79. Pricing on the laptop package starts at $229
for a 20 GB system. Desktop systems start at $209 with an 80GB
hard disk.

Desktop version

The software takes care of drive formatting as necessary and works with hard drives other
than those sold by CMS. It allows for the rapid restoration of singlefiles, folders, or the
complete hard disk, depending on what you need. It allows you to create custom sets of
data to backup and to specify the backup destination. Y ou can also schedule the day and
time of the backup. The first backup will take longer than subsequent backups because the
first backup must duplicate all files to be backed up, whereas subsequent backups will

take far less time to run because the software will copy only those files that have been
changed since the prior backup. Y ou can also use the system to synchronize data between
two computers. All of the Macintosh packages allow you to use the disk drive as an



external boot drive. The new Velocity Series drives (offered at a premium over the prices
referenced above) allow the use of the drive as an external boot drive on Windows. The
Velocity Series drives operate at a much faster transfer speed aswell (CM S claims speeds
up to 1.5 GB per minute. — Reviewed by Jeffrey Allen

Pacific Digital Memory Frame

Pacific Digital’s MemoryFrame™ USB digital photo albums give digital photographers
an easy way to display a slideshow of up to 80 photos, immediately after taking them,
without a PC. MemoryFrame digital photo abums comein 5" x 7" ($249) and 8" x 10"
sizes. ($449) An 8" x 10" wireless version ($499) is also available. The MemoryFrame
hasaUSB 1.1 interface, allowing direct connection to digital cameras or computers to
transfer image files to the device. The device allows the display and rotation of the images
in a continuous slideshow on the MemoryFrame' s active matrix screen. Y ou can fit a
standard frame around the device or acquire a frame from the manufacturer. Pacific
Digital offersthree flavors of frames: oak, black, or oak with black trim. Each adds $7.99
to the cost of the package. The 8" x10" MemoryFrames have 32MB of RAM and 20MB
of flash memory, which should get you between 32 and 80 pictures, depending on
resolution.

Special features include viewing “thumbnails’ of digital-camera or memory-card
contents; editing slide shows; setting the time between image changes; adding transition
and display effects; deleting images from slideshows; and adding voice, music, and
captions. — Reviewed by Jeffrey Allen

Neither the ABA nor ABA Sections endor se non-ABA products or services, and the product
reviews in the Technology eReport should not be so construed.
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SectionNotes

In Thislssue's Section News;

. Upcoming Meetings
. Public Service Program Still in Full Swing
. 2004-2005 Diversity Fellows Announced

Upcoming Section M eetings

The General Practice, Solo and Small Firm Section will be traveling to some exciting places
thisyear for our upcoming meetings. Hope you will be able to join us!

WINTER 2005:
February 9-15, 2005
ABA Midyear Meeting
Salt Lake City, Utah
Grand American

SPRING 2005:

May 18-25, 2005

Spring Meeting (Joint Mtg. with the ABA Young Lawyers Division)
Miami, Florida

Fontainebleau Hilton

SUMMER 2005:
August 4-10, 2005
ABA Annual Meeting
Chicago, IL

Sheraton Chicago

For more information on upcoming meetings and events, please visit http://www.abanet.org/



http://www.abanet.org/genpractice/events/index.html

genpractice/eventsindex.html .

Public Service Programs

The Section Public Service Committee has taken on two projects this year, Tolerance
Through Education (featured below) and the We the Jury (to be featured next issue.)

Tolerance Through Education Initiative
Welcome to School: Helping Kids Belong

The headlines continue concerning hate-motivated attacks
against individuals in our communities. As our schoolyards and
workplaces continue to become a mosaic of cultures, the need
for teaching tolerance remains atimely and important undertaking. Y ou can be an
instrumental part of teaching tolerance through education by participating in the General
Practice Solo, and Small Firm Section’ s national public service project.

For more information and to view the online toolkit, please visit

http://www.abanet.org/genpractice/ GP Solo/main.htmil.

2004—2005 Diver sity Fellows Announced!

The Diversity Fellows Program is designed to promote ethnic diversity within the Section,
recruit members of color, and provide leadership development opportunities within the
Section for members of color.

The Section’s Diversity Committee and Membership Board identifies and nominates four
lawyers of color who will be appointed by the Chair-Elect to funded fellowship positions
within the Section, effective during the following bar year. Upon completion of successful
active participation in the first scholarship year, these participants will then be appointed to
regularly funded positions within the Section the following bar year, giving consideration to
the Section’s existing needs and the participants preferences based upon the first year
participation.

Thisyear’s Fellows are:


http://www.abanet.org/genpractice/events/index.html
http://www.abanet.org/genpractice/GP_Solo/main.html
http://www.abanet.org/genpractice/GP_Solo/main.html
http://www.abanet.org/genpractice/GP_Solo/main.html
http://www.abanet.org/genpractice/GP_Solo/main.html

. Elizabeth (Lisa) Castillga
. KevinL. Brown

. TravisW. Trueblood

. Rodd C. Walton

To find out more about the Diversity Fellows program and this year’s Fellows, please visit

http://www.abanet.org/genpractice/diversity/fellows.htmil.
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Make Your Nominations for the ABA Pro
Bono Publico Award

Please nominate a colleague or law firm for the 2005 ABA Pro Bono Publico Award. We
encourage you to nominate lawyers of color and women. The deadline for nominationsis
March 24, 2005. The Awards will be presented during the ABA Annual Meeting on August 8,
2005 in Chicago, Illinais, at a specia luncheon.

For information about past recipients, nomination guideines, and a nomination form click
here:
http://www.abanet.org/legal services/probono/pbp _current recipients.html
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Free Permission for Reproduction

The authors of the articlesin this newsdletter have granted permission for reproduction of
the text of their articles for classroom use in an institution of higher learning and for use
by not-for-profit organizations, provided that such useis for informational,
noncommercial purposes only and that any reproduction of the article or portion thereof
acknowledges original publication in thisissue of GPSolo Technology eReport, citing
volume, issue, and date, and includes thetitle of the article, the name of the author, and
the legend “Reprinted by permission of the American Bar Association.” In addition,
please send a copy of your reuse to ABA address above.
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The ABA General Practice, Solo and Small
Firm Section provides many career-building
opportunities

. Award-winning periodicals

L ook to GPSolo magazine for the latest trends and legal developments. Special
issues include the Technology & Practice Guides, |loaded with essential
software and technology reviews, and Best of ABA Sections, featuring articles
selected for you from other top ABA publications.

Our quick-read newsletter, Solo, provides practical answers to your practice
guestions.

Up-to-date e-publications to supplement GPSolo and Solo:

. Law Trends & Practice e-newdetter — Compliments the Sections
substantive practice areas.

. GPSolo New Lawyer — Offers career and practice tips.

. GPSolo Technology eReport — Gives answers to your technol ogy
guestions.

. Savingsthat exceed the cost of your member ship!

Special member discounts on al GP|Solo books and sample forms on disk,
which provide essential tips for profitably managing your practice and serving
your clientswell.

. Corporate sponsor discounts



« WestCLE — Up to 30%-50% discount on GP programs.

. Casesoft — $340 discount on bundled software.

. Lawyers Weekly — Free trial subscriptions and live web news feed on
GP website.

. Freeaccessto specialized information from GP|Solo Committees

As afree benefit of your GP|Solo membership, join up to three substantive
committees to receive even more specialized information that may not be
available anywhere else. In addition, you have the option to give your input on
relevant topics and timely issues, and contribute articles or suggestionsto
Section publications.

. Continuing legal education

Y ou have access to afull schedule of seminars, national institutes, and other
educational offerings at Section meetings.

. Networking opportunities

Meet attorneys from across the country who share your professional interests.
Members enjoy a unique opportunity to debate, analyze, and learn from one
another while shaping the work of the profession and forming invaluable
relationships.

. Leadership opportunities

GP|Solo gives its members the opportunity to participate in the governance of
the Section. Committee participation allows members to pursue their specific
areas of interest, and aso provides valuable opportunities to meet and work
with colleagues from across the country and abroad. We welcome the
participation of lawyer, associate, and law student members, including special
opportunities through our Diversity Fellows Program.

Join today!
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