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APPENDIX

The Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under
Law (“Lawyers’ Committee”) is a tax-exempt, nonprofit
civil rights organization that was founded in 1963 by the
leaders of the American bar, at the request of President
John F. Kennedy, in order to help defend the civil rights
of minorities and the poor. Its Board of Trustees
presently includes several past Presidents of the
American Bar Association, past Attorneys General of
the United States, law school deans and professors, and
many of the nation’s leading lawyers. The Lawyers’
Committee advocated for the passage of 42 U.S.C. § 1988
and has remained involved in cases addressing the award
of attorneys’ fees, particularly in the civil rights context.

AARP, a nonpartisan, nonprofit membership
organization of nearly 40 million persons age 50 or older,
is dedicated to addressing the needs and interests of
older people. As the country’s largest membership
organization, it has a long history of advocating for
economic security, access to affordable health care and
consumer protections important to the older population
and persons with low incomes. AARP has a significant
interest in this case. The issue before the Court directly
affects the ability of AARP members and other
older Americans to secure legal representation to
redress harm resulting from, among other things,
discrimination, improper institutionalization, crime,
physical and emotional abuse, neglect, intimidation and
financial exploitation. Court awards of attorney fees are
essential to ensure adequate representation of persons
harmed in the marketplace. Both AARP Foundation
Litigation and AARP Legal Counsel for the Elderly,
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AARP affiliated 501(c) (3) organizations, rely on such
fees to augment the cost of their advocacy services to
the public. The ability of the Court to adjust fee awards
in civil rights cases when the quality of the lawyers’
performance is superb and the results they obtain are
exceptional is critical to older persons and those with
limited incomes who otherwise would not be able to
secure legal representation.

Alliance for Justice is a national association of over
80 organizations dedicated to advancing justice and
democracy. We believe all Americans have the right to
secure justice in the courts, including full and fair
compensation to redress harms suffered. Many of our
member organizations may be negatively affected by
the Court’s decision in this case. These organizations
provide legal representation to a wide variety of clients,
including minorities, poor persons, consumers, women,
children, and persons institutionalized in mental health
facilities who have traditionally lacked the resources to
obtain representation to vindicate their legal rights.
Because of this, Alliance for Justice actively participated
in the passage of 42 U.S.C. § 1988 and has since
remained committed to robust attorneys fees awards.

The American Civil Liberties Union (“ACLU”) is a
nationwide, nonprofit, nonpartisan organization with
more than 500,000 members dedicated to the principles
of liberty and equality embodied in the Constitution and
this nation’s civil rights laws. The ACLU and its affiliates
throughout the country frequently represent clients
seeking to vindicate their rights under federal fee-
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generating statutes. The proper interpretation of those
statutes is therefore a matter of significant interest to
the ACLU, which has appeared before this Court on
numerous occasions, both as direct counsel and as
amicus curiae.

The Mexican American Legal Defense and
Educational Fund (“MALDEF”) is a national civil rights
organization established in 1968. Its principal objective
is to promote the civil rights of Latinos living in the
United States through litigation, advocacy, and
education. MADLEF’s mission includes a commitment
to ensure equal opportunity in education, employment,
access to public resources, voting rights, and to promote
sound immigration policies. MALDEF has represented
Latino and minority interests in civil rights cases in
federal courts throughout the nation. During its 40-year
history, MALDEF has litigated numerous civil rights
cases, and has been involved in cases addressing the
award of attorney fees in civil rights cases.

The National Disability Rights Network (“NDRN”)
is the non-profit membership association of protection
and advocacy (“P&A”) agencies that are located in all
50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and
the United States Territories. P&A agencies are
authorized under various federal statutes to provide
legal representation and related advocacy services, and
to investigate abuse and neglect of individuals with
disabilities in a variety of settings. The P&A System
comprises the nation’s largest provider of legally-based
advocacy services for persons with disabilities. NDRN
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supports its members through the provision of training
and technical assistance, legal support, and legislative
advocacy, and works to create a society in which people
with disabilities are afforded equality of opportunity and
are able to fully participate by exercising choice and self-
determination. The P&A for the State of Georgia is a
member of NDRN.

The National Partnership for Women & Families is
a non-profit, non-partisan advocacy group dedicated to
promoting fairness in the workplace, access to quality
health care for all, and policies that help women and
men meet the dual demands of work and family. Since
its founding in 1971 as the Women’s Legal Defense Fund,
the National Partnership has worked to strengthen civil
rights laws and enhance the enforcement of those laws;
the provision of reasonable attorneys’ fees to the private
attorneys who represent plaintiffs in civil rights cases
is essential to that work.

The National Women’s Law Center (“NWLC”) is a
non-profit legal advocacy organization dedicated to the
advancement and protection of women’s legal rights and
the corresponding elimination of sex discrimination from
all facets of American life. Since 1972, the NWLC has
worked to secure equal opportunity in education and in
the workplace for women and girls through full
enforcement of constitutional rights, Title IX and Title
VII. The award of reasonable attorneys’ fees, including
the possibility of an enhancement, is important to the
achievement of the NWLC’s goals.



Appendix

5a

Established in 1910, the National Urban League is
the nation’s oldest and largest community- based
movement devoted to empowering African Americans
to enter the economic and social mainstream. Today, the
National Urban League, headquartered in New York
City, spearheads the non-partisan efforts of its local
affiliates. There are over 100 local affiliates of the
National Urban League located in 35 states and the
District of Columbia providing direct services to more
than two million people nationwide through programs,
advocacy, and research. The mission of the Urban
League movement is to enable African Americans to
secure economic self-reliance, parity, power and civil
rights. The Urban League seeks to implement that
mission by, among other things, empowering all people
in attaining economic self-sufficiency through job
training, good jobs, homeownership, entrepreneurship
and wealth accumulation and promoting and ensuring
our civil rights by actively working to eradicate all
barriers to equal participation in the all aspects of
American society, whether political, economic, social,
educational or cultural. The National Urban League is
interested in this case because the Court’s decision in
this matter has the potential to erode the ability of
African Americans and other disadvantaged groups to
enjoy the full protections and benefits of our nation’s
civil rights laws. Our nation has made great strides in
correcting the past injustices and discrimination. Now
is not the time to turn back the clock.
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Public Citizen is a nonprofit, consumer-advocacy
organization founded in 1971, with approximately
100,000 members nationwide. Through its Litigation
Group, Public Citizen litigates a wide range of public
interest cases under statutes with fee-shifting
provisions, including cases under civil rights statutes,
the Freedom of Information Act, and the Administrative
Procedure Act. Public Citizen has represented parties
or filed amicus briefs on attorney fee issues in a number
of cases, including Richlin Security Service Co. v.
Chertoff, Secretary of Homeland Security, 553 U.S. __
(2008); Sole v. Wyner, 551 U.S. __ (2007); Scarborough
v. Principi, 541 U.S. 401 (2004); Buckhannon Board &
Care Home, Inc. v. West Virginia Dep’t of Health &
Human Resources, 532 U.S. 598 (2001).




