legal profession, especially regarding the deficit of women in top jobs.
But the science field is paying attention to the problem and trying to
do something about it. The National
Science Foundation, for instance, is
funding leadership and gender equity
initiatives across the country.
Brenner thinks the issue of more
male than female law applicants has
been neglected. “It’s not a sexy topic,”
she says. “However, at some level you
have to be concerned about all the
places in the pipeline, not just the
retention and promotion of more
senior lawyers. If the applications
from prospective female law students
continue to decline, and fewer and
fewer women enter legal education,
we will be faced with more issues
than just a leaking pipeline.”

University of San Francisco School
of Law, which saw its applicant pool
increase 33 percent by mid-February.
“In bad economic times,” he adds,
“there is generally an increase in
applications as people reconsider
what their futures might be.”

Fear of not finding
a law job, yet
being saddled
with large school
loans, is a big
consideration for
applicants.

Impact of the Recession

The recession seems to be pumping up interest among potential law
students. The number of people taking the Law School Admission Test
(LSAT) jumped almost 20 percent
in October and over 15 percent in
December compared to the same
periods in the previous year. In addition, many law schools are reporting
unprecedented double-digit increases
in the recent number of applicants
for their fall 2010 entering classes.
“We are experiencing a very
significant uptick,” says Jeffrey S.
Brand, dean and law professor at the

Wendy Margolis, LSAC director
of communications, says many individuals apply to law school during
a recession because they’re not able
to find a job. “Or they’re waiting for
the job market to improve,” she says.
“Or they always wanted to get a law
degree and now is a good time.”
The University of Iowa College of
Law in Iowa City was seeing an almost
50 percent jump in applicants by February, compared to 2009. Collins Byrd,
assistant dean of admissions, believes

it would have happened sooner if the
credit market had been more accessible earlier on. “Students are now
figuring out how to get loans,” he
says, adding that the law school also
recently has benefited from the U.S.
government’s stimulus bill. “That [bill]
allowed us to maintain our scholarship
and financial aid packages,” he says.
However, the spike in its 2010
entering law class applicants is primarily from men. “Interestingly, our
applications from women are flat,”
Byrd says. “One thing we are seeing,
though, is that the quality of female
applicants has gone up significantly
at this institution. Their LSAT scores
and undergraduate grade point averages are way up.”
When the admissions office of
Indiana University Maurer School of
Law in Bloomington (which got a
boost from its higher ranking in U.S.
News & World Report’s annual Best
Law Schools) crunched its numbers
in February, it also was excited to see
that its applicant pool had significantly increased from the previous
year. But whereas the school saw an
impressive 36 percent increase in
female applicants, the male applicants had bumped up a whopping
49 percent. At Maurer, the entering
classes have tended to be 40 percent
to 44 percent women, according to
Dani Weatherford, Maurer’s director
of recruitment and administration.
Thus, the uneven spike in applicants

L S AT S A D M I N I S T E R E D
YEAR

JUNE

%CHG

OCT

%CHG

DEC

%CHG

FEB

%CHG

TOTAL

%CHG

2004–05

28,600

4.1%

50,386

–6.2%

41,985

1.9%

24,287

–3.7%

145,258

–1.6%

2005–06

25,984

–9.1%

49,197

–2.4%

40,023

–4.7%

22,240

–8.4%

137,444

–5.4%

2006–07

24,879

–4.3%

48,171

–2.1%

41,033

2.5%

25,965

16.7%

140,048

1.9%

2007–08

25,103

0.9%

49,785

3.4%

42,250

3.0%

25,193

–3.0%

142,331

1.6%

2008–09

28,939

15.3%

50,721

1.9%

43,646

3.3%

28,092

11.5%

151,398

6.4%

2009–10

32,595

12.6%

60,746

19.8%

50,444

15.6%

27,729

–1.3%

171,514

13.3%

Source: Law School Admission Council at http://lsacnet.lsac.org/.
(Select the “law school applicant data” hyperlink, select “Data” on the toolbar, and select “LSATs Administered.”)
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