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number of appointments under the
Johnson administration and then (after
turning down the opportunity to be
appointed to the Federal Communications
Commission) joined the firm of Cohn
& Marks in 1968, where he remains
today. The following year, I joined
Dick’s former Denver law firm, the
principal firm representing newspapers
and broadcasters in Colorado, and heard
endless stories of his exploits and antics.
To this day, Dick remains one of
Denver’s favorite dinner speakers,
always armed with a hilarious set of
both new and recycled anecdotes and
quotations, such as the one he attributed
to Maurice Mitchell, once the chancellor
of the University of Denver, defining
education as a “process of casting
imitation pearl before genuine swine”
and my personal favorite, attributed
to Yogi Berra, “You should always go
to other people’s funerals, because if
you don’t, they won’t go to yours.”
Notwithstanding his illustrious
career and lifetime achievements, Dick
has always remained down-to-earth

and selfless. He has been a father confessor to many of us who have suffered
growing pains in breaking into the
ranks of lawyers who represent media
organizations.
I turn now to the coming year, which
promises to be another exciting one for
the Forum. The planning committee is
hard at work organizing the Annual
Conference, which will return to Boca
Raton, next year in January (22–24)
instead of February. It may be the best
yet. Greg Schmidt (who provided much
of the above information about his
father) has taken over for the retiring
Jerry Fritz to cochair (with Guylyn
Cummins) the program “Representing
Your Local Broadcaster,” which will be
presented in April 2004 in conjunction
with the National Association of
Broadcasters convention in Las Vegas.
In the wake of the success of our wellattended right-of-publicity program at the
ABA convention in San Francisco last
August, we will attempt a reprise at the
2004 convention to be held in Atlanta.
Our most important project again will

be the initiative to achieve diversity among
the lawyers who represent media organizations and participate in our Forum. We
will continue to build our mentoring client
in-house internship and annual conference
scholarships projects, present another program at the National Minority Lawyers
conference in June, and include a diversity meeting as an adjunct to the Annual
Conference in Boca Raton. Finally, I
have appointed a committee consisting of
Kelli Sager (Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
in Los Angeles), Peter Canfield (Dow
Lohnes & Albertson in Atlanta), and
George Freeman (New York Times Co.)
to consider nominations for four seats on
the Governing Committee that will be
filled at the election at our annual meeting on January 23, 2004.
In my next column, I will report the
results of their work.
Endnotes
1. Gartner is a lawyer, editor and coowner of the Tribune in Ames, Iowa, a former president of NBC News, and winner of
the 1997 Pulitzer Prize in editorial writing.
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