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The Dream Not Forgotten:

The Magic City:

Young Lawyers March on Birmingham

ABA YLD Fall Conference

By Edward L. Wright, Jr.

By Ernestina R. Cruz

merica in the 1950s and 1960s was facing a turbulent time. The state of the country
was a far cry from the equality of man envisioned by the Declaration of Independence
and the Constitution. Discrimination was rampant, both overtly and covertly. Young
charismatic leaders like Thurgood Marshall and Martin Luther King, Jr., pressed for racial
equality and became compelling powers in their respective areas.
In 1963, Dr. King brought attention to Birmingham, Alabama, by organizing nonviolent
marches and protests with teenagers and children. These marches became infamous when local officials attacked these teenagers and children by spraying them with water cannons and
threatening them with vicious police dogs in and around Kelly Ingram Park. Negative publicity displayed around the world and a breakdown of business activity compelled Birmingham’s
Caucasian leaders to agree to some anti-segregation demands. It is this inspirational activism
and the leadership of these teenagers and children that the American Bar Association Young
Lawyers Division’s (ABA YLD) public service project, They Had a Dream Too: Young Leaders of
the Civil Rights Movement, highlights as a way to tap into in today’s youth.

he “Magic City” proved to be just that—magical! On October 22–24, 2009, ABA YLD
members from throughout the country were welcomed to the Fall Conference in Birmingham, Alabama. Hundreds were in attendance as the ABA YLD successfully launched
a new year under the leadership of Kelly-Ann Clarke, who, along with the Birmingham Conference Team, served as a welcoming and gracious host throughout the three days in Alabama.
“Connect, Collaborate and Learn” proved to be the perfect theme for the three-day conference. Beginning on Thursday night attendees were treated to a Welcome Reception at The Wine
Loft in downtown Birmingham, a venue that provided the perfect setting for conference attendees to connect with old and new friends, alike.
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Young Lawyers March for Young Leaders
On October 23, 2009, more than 200 young lawyers from across the United States celebrated the rollout of the ABA YLD’s public service program. The project is designed to educate
eleventh and twelfth grade students about the civil rights struggles that have occurred since
the 1950s and to inspire them to become future leaders.
The program rollout was perhaps one of the most moving experiences of the ABA YLD
Fall Conference. As they sat at tables placed on the very same soil where scenes occurred that
shook the United States and forever engraved themselves on the heart of Birmingham, the
crowd fell utterly silent. Panelists vividly described how they had been forever changed as a
result of their experiences past and present with the violent segregationist past of Birmingham.
Outside the tent stood reminders of the struggles of 1963. The statues of children and
teenagers who stood up for what they believed in, children and teenagers who moved a world
through their inspiring actions, children and teenagers who knew they would be placed in
jail, suffer the pain of ridicule, be sprayed with powerful water cannons, and attacked by
dogs, stood up for what they knew was right. They had a dream too!
Edward L. Wright, Jr.,
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Attorney in Milwaukee,
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The Dream Is Not Forgotten
The rollout of the ABA YLD public service program is evident proof
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Birmingham Pledge
During Friday’s plenary session, James E. Rotch, a partner at Bradley, Arant, Boult, Cummings,
LLP and the author of The Birmingham Pledge, spoke about his role in bringing to fruition The
Birmingham Pledge Foundation. Rotch eloquently spoke about how as a high school student
in the early 1960s he did not think he could do anything personally to effectuate change in the
arena of race relations. It wasn’t until he enrolled in college at Auburn University that he recognized he had an obligation to give back to others. Building on that realization, Rotch and others organized a grassroots effort in Birmingham in November 1997 to recognize the inherent
worth and dignity of every individual. That grassroots effort is now a national and global cause,
with individuals from around the world embracing the message of The Birmingham Pledge.
Following Rotch’s presentation, those in attendance stood and recited the 116 words of
The Birmingham Pledge setting the tone for the remainder of the conference, which focused in
large part on the history and importance of the Civil Rights Movement.
They Had a Dream Too Kickoff
On Friday afternoon, the ABA YLD kicked off its 2009–2010 public service project, They
Had a Dream Too: Young Leaders of the Civil Rights Movement. A large group marched from
the conference site to Kelly Ingram Park. Along the way, the group passed the Sixteenth
Street Baptist Church, which the Ku Klux Klan
bombed in 1963, killing
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2009–2010 ABA YLD Scholars

E

ach year the ABA YLD awards a number of scholarships to encourage the
participation of minority, solo/small firm, government, and military service
attorneys in the ABA Young Lawyers Division. This year we are excited to have
these Scholars involved with the ABA YLD.

Ernestina Cruz, Albuquerque, New Mexico
Named the “Young Lawyer of the Year” by the New Mexico Hispanic Bar Association, Tina Cruz is a partner at the Narvaez
Law Firm, P.A. in Albuquerque, New Mexico. With over eight
years experience in civil defense litigation, her law practice has
concentrated in the areas of employment, civil rights, education law, and insurance
defense. She represents public entities and corporations in New Mexico’s federal and
state courts and employers at the administrative level before the New Mexico Human Rights Bureau, the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, and the City
of Albuquerque’s Human Rights Office. In addition, Ms. Cruz has handled appeals
before the New Mexico Court of Appeals and Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals.
She is a graduate of the University of New Mexico (B.A. in Political Science/
Spanish and J.D.) and the University of Notre Dame (M.A. in Government and International Relations). She is a member of numerous boards, including the State Bar
of New Mexico’s Young Lawyers Division, the University of New Mexico School of Law
Alumni Board, and the New Mexico Board of Bar Examiners. Ms. Cruz hails from a
rural community in northern New Mexico’s Sangre de Cristo Mountains.
Shontrai Irving, Crown Point, Indiana
Greetings Fellow YLD Members! I am a 2003 Graduate of the
Indiana University School of Law and am presently an attorney for State Farm Litigation Counsel in Crown Point, Indiana. I am a resident of Gary, Indiana, and my primary area of
practice is insurance defense litigation.
I am very committed to public service and believe that we have a responsibility to give back to our communities. I am presently a foster parent to six beautiful
children and do my part to make a difference every day.
My personal motto is from Thurgood Marshall, the first African-American Supreme Court Justice, who stated: “None of us got where we are solely by pulling
ourselves up by our bootstraps. We got here because somebody—a parent, a teacher,
an Ivy League crony, or a few nuns—bent down and helped us pick up our boots.”
I applied to be a Scholar because I wanted to become more active in the ABA. Moreover, I wanted to grow and develop with the best and brightest attorneys in our country.
Tiffany D. Russell, Durham, North Carolina
It is with great honor that I am able to represent the ABA YLD
as a 2009–2010 Scholar. I anticipate taking this opportunity
to new heights. Meeting so many people from different backgrounds, CHARGED ME UP! I am looking forward to making
lasting relationships and leadership moves within the ABA YLD.
Since I opened my own practice, I have learned so many things. Interacting
with other solo attorneys during the Fall Conference was amazing. To know I am

not alone and that greatness is near, provides a burst of energy and motivates me
to want more. My firm’s mission is to provide clients with a network of innovative
legal solutions, excellent legal representation, and a dedication to quality customer
service. I know this organization can help me pursue greater heights personally and
professionally while allowing me to stay aligned with my motto: INTEGRITY IS KEY!
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Edward L. Wright, Jr., Milwaukee, Wisconsin
I’m looking forward to an exciting and motivating year as a
YLD Scholar. The opportunity to network with young lawyers
from around the country and write articles for The Affiliate
is invaluable.
I am an Assistant D.A. for Milwaukee County in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Everyday that I enter the courtroom is a different experience. Work isn’t work when there
is always something interesting and different to learn. It’s a learning experience.
My trial approach has been 100% successful to date. I prepare for a trial a week
or two ahead of time, but on the day the trial begins, I play Jay-Z’s Moment of Clarity. He gets me focused. I treat everyday in court like it was my first day, like I was
an intern; I stay hungry, stay learning. That way I always stay on my toes.
Angela Scott, Windsor Mill, Maryland
“Act as if what you do makes a difference. It does.” Unknown.
By helping to protect and promote the rights of all individuals, through my career and my volunteer work, these
are words I strive to live by. I’ve been working with civil and
human rights related issues since college and I am proud to say that I’ve been
practicing in the Civil Rights Division of the U.S. Department of Health & Human
Services for over five years.
As a Scholar, I am looking forward to advancing the ABA YLD public service
civil rights project, They Had A Dream Too. I’m also honored to serve as a Member
of the ABA Commission on Mental and Physical Disability Law and the ABA YLD
Liaison to the Individual Rights and Responsibilities Section.
I’m looking forward to meeting you, working with you, and making a difference. It’s going to be a great year!
Susan Park, New York, New York
Susan Park graduated with a J.D. from Stanford Law School
and a B.A. in English Literature and Political Science from
Stanford University. In law school, she was the captain of one
of the Stanford Law School Mock Trial teams. Susan is an Assistant District Attorney for the Brooklyn District Attorney’s Office and prosecutes
misdemeanor cases in Kings County Criminal Court. Previous to her position as
an Assistant District Attorney, she worked for two years at Kelley Drye & Warren
LLP as a Litigation Associate handling civil litigation matters. As an Assistant
District Attorney, she prosecutes cases ranging from driving under the influence,
assaults, domestic violence, child stalking, and larceny. In her free time, she loves
horseback riding, museums/galleries, fiction, and beaches.
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David H.K. Nguyen,
Indianapolis, Indiana
I am currently in private practice
specializing in business transactions and other areas of law. I
obtained my B.S. in Education, M.B.A., and J.D., all
from Indiana University. In 2007–2008, I was a Rotary Foundation Ambassadorial Scholar and obtained
my LL.M. Adv. in European Business Law at Leiden
University in the Netherlands.
I enjoy traveling, seeing new things, meeting new
people, and making a difference in the communities
of which I am a member. I was involved with the ABA
Law Student Division while in law school in a variety
of capacities. I am also highly involved in my local bar
associations, having served on the Indianapolis Bar
Association’s Diversity Task Force in addition to other
capacities. Currently, I serve on the City of Indianapolis’s Public Safety Personnel Diversity Task Force.
From my experience as an ABA YLD Scholar, I
hope to meet and get to know fellow colleagues from
different parts of the country who work in a variety
of practice areas. I look forward to becoming more
involved with the ABA and making lifetime friendships and connections.
Ebony McCain,
St. Louis, Missouri
I am a 2003 graduate of Washington University School of Law
in St. Louis. I currently live in
St. Louis, Missouri, with my husband, Kenneth, and
practice in the areas of employment litigation and
immigration compliance. As an ABA YLD Scholar, I
will serve on the Affiliate Assistance Team’s Website
Content Subcommittee. I became a Scholar so that I
can become more involved in the ABA and meet other
young lawyers from across the country.
I am also very active in my local and state bar associations. In 2007–2008, I was a member of the Missouri Bar Leadership Academy where we produced a
public service announcement in support of Missouri’s
Non-Partisan Court Plan. I am currently PresidentElect of the Mound City Bar Association, the oldest
black bar association west of the Mississippi River. My
term as President will begin in July 2010. I enjoyed attending our Fall Conference in Birmingham and have
started planning my trip to Orlando.
Bill Ferreira, Englewood
Cliffs, New Jersey
Originally from South Florida,
and after several years in the
Northeast, I can now say that
I have fully acclimated to the New York/New Jersey
metropolitan area. Looking back on a year filled with
changes in practice setting, home renovations, and
wedding plans, one thing I can say is that it certainly

has been anything but boring. This year I find myself
becoming more involved with volunteer organizations, including many minority bar associations, and
taking on an increased role in the leadership of those
groups. I find the investments of time and energy both
rewarding and inspiring as I get to be a part of the
great things made possible because of the many talented people involved in those groups.
My goals this year are to heighten the awareness
and support of diversity initiatives and to create synergies among the bar associations and groups within the
ABA. I look forward to a year filled with challenges and
opportunities to further develop both personally and
professionally. Most of all, I anticipate another great
year of making lasting connections with friends and
colleagues. See you soon.

Lacy L. Durham,
Dallas, Texas
I’m native of Louisiana who has
the “best job” in the profession.
As a tax consultant at Deloitte
Tax, LLP I have the opportunity to advise businesses on
practical issues that affect their employees. It’s a great
feeling when at the end of my workday I know I’ve
helped the everyday person. Beyond my job, my bar and
community are important to me. I’ve been very active
in every aspect. I’m super excited about being an ABA
YLD Scholar and plan to take my involvement further.
Okay, so I’ll tell you a secret—I have a ridiculous
love for all of the arts! In fact, I would love to learn how
to play the acoustic guitar, but I am musically challenged. I hope to use my passion for the arts to improve
educational equality in the United States, especially in
urban districts. In my free time, I enjoy watching “kiddie TV” with my nieces and rooting for the Saints.
Dolores Dorsainvil,
Hyattsville, Maryland
Hello! I am a 2000 graduate from
American University’s Washington College of Law in Washington, D.C. I am admitted to practice in Maryland and
the District of Columbia and work as a Senior Staff
Attorney with the D.C. Office of Bar Counsel, where I
investigate and prosecute cases of ethical misconduct
among D.C. lawyers. I also serve as an Adjunct Professor at American University’s law school where I teach
legal ethics to second year students. I also serve as a
guest speaker at several continuing legal education
courses on professional responsibility/ethical issues.
Since graduating law school, I have become a “bar
junkie” and have been actively involved in several local
bar associations in both Maryland and the District of
Columbia, including the Professionalism Committee.
This year, I have been appointed an Assistant Editor
for The Young Lawyer. I applied to be an ABA Scholar because I want to be more involved, on a national

level, with an organization that greatly influences our
esteemed profession. I hope to continue to meet innovative lawyers while sharing my perspective on an area
that I am most passionate about, legal ethics.

Donyetta D. Bailey,
Cincinnati, Ohio
Hello YLD! My name is Donnie,
and I am truly excited about being a Scholar this year. I have
been practicing law for nine years in the areas of
labor and employment, workers’ compensation, and
general civil litigation.
I am the proud mother of Davis, a two-year old.
My favorite hobbies include going to the movies and
taking my son to Kings Island.
In September 2008, I left one of the largest law
firms in Cincinnati to start my own law firm, Bailey
Law Office, LLC. Although I have been a member of the
ABA for years, it was not until I ventured out on my own
that I discovered the true value of my ABA membership.
The ABA has been a tremendous resource tool for
my firm and has helped me to stay plugged into the
legal profession, even though I am a solo practitioner. I look forward to meeting you all again at the
upcoming conference in Orlando, Florida.
Omar Sebastian Anorga,
Los Angeles, California
Hello, everyone! I am a California licensed attorney, and I
have been practicing for over
five years. For the last two years, I have been out on
my own doing business litigation and transactional
counseling in the areas of real property, employment, and contractual matters. My firm is located in
downtown Los Angeles, which is approximately fifteen minutes from my residence.
I was married on November 14, 2009, and honeymooned in Buenos Aires during the month of December. We’re very excited!
I was pleased and excited when the ABA YLD notified me that I would be a Scholar for the 2009–2010
year. I hope to maximize my involvement with the ABA
YLD and, most importantly, meet new, young attorneys
throughout the nation who will hopefully be friends
for a very long time.
Clarissa L. Freeman,
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Greetings! I am a proud Virginia
Tech Hokie and graduate of Widener University School of Law,
originally from Hampton Roads, Virginia. In my spare
time I enjoy music, cooking, and trying new things. I
believe that lawyers are a unique population of people
blessed with the ability to protect and promote social
and equal justice. Throughout my professional and

personal life, I have remained dedicated to one cause,
which is helping others.
As an ABA YLD Scholar, I hope to learn more
about the ABA YLD and gain valuable knowledge
about the profession so that I can be a resource to
other young lawyers. Through active participation, I
plan to get more young lawyers involved with the ABA
YLD. I view my Scholar experience as the beginning
of a committed and lasting relationship with the ABA
YLD and the ABA.

Nikki Johnson-Huston,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Hello. I am a 2004 graduate from
Temple Law School with my
J.D./M.B.A./LL.M in Taxation. I
am an Assistant City Solicitor for the City of Philadelphia Law Department and work in the Major Tax
Unit. I am an Adjunct Professor in the paralegal
studies program at the Community College of Philadelphia and Co-Chair of the Women in the Profession
Public Service Task Force.
I wanted to become a Scholar so that I could become involved in the ABA YLD and have an impact
on the direction of the organization. I am excited
to be a Scholar and a member of the National Conferences Team. I look forward to welcoming you to
our conferences.
Laura A. Young,
Minneapolis, Minnesota
You may not think of international human rights practice
when you think of Minnesota,
but think again! I am a Minneapolis-based lawyer
working for The Advocates for Human Rights, a nonprofit organization of about twenty attorneys and
other staff dedicated to the promotion of the rule
of law and protection of internationally recognized
human rights. We involve lawyers from around the
United States in our work as volunteers—if you are
interested in getting involved visit our website at
www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org.
I work on a variety of issues including international justice, abolishing the death penalty, women’s
rights, and transitional justice in Africa. I applied
to be a Scholar so as to spread information about
how young lawyers can get involved in promoting
human rights and the rule of law around the world.
I am also currently a Vice-Chair for the ABA Section
of International Law’s Africa Committee. Looking
forward to meeting you!
• • •
The deadline for 2010–2011 scholarship applications
is April 15, 2010. For more information about The
ABA YLD Scholarship Program, visit www.abanet.org/
yld/scholarships. a

National Moot Court Competition

The Magic City
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truly a premiere event is the opportunity for the competitors to argue before sitting judges.”
The competition consisted of four full rounds and three
final elimination rounds with students arguing in front
of a prestigious bench of judges, including a sitting federal judge, the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals for the
Armed Forces, and the Chief Judge of the Department of
the Navy.
“What was accomplished was an event punctuated by
an unparalleled assembly of practitioners and scholars in
military jurisprudence,” said Region Legal Service Office
Southeast Commanding Officer Capt. Paul Kiamos.
To prepare for the competition, each team was given a
record of appeal consisting of a post trial argument to the
Navy-Marine Corps Court of Criminal Appeals. The problem was developed by Navy Judge Advocate Lt.j.g. Ian Maclean and followed a guilty conviction of a Navy lieutenant
commander for violations of the Uniform Code of Military
Justice article 106a (attempted espionage), article 95 (flight
from apprehension), and article 112a (wrongful possession
of controlled substances). He was sentenced to a dishonorable discharge from the military, fifty-three years of confinement, and total forfeitures of benefits. The appeal was on
the evidentiary rulings made by the military judge including the suppression of physical evidence seized from the

residence of the accused, refusal to suppress the physical
evidence seized from the vehicle, and refusal to suppress
the statements made by the accused to the Naval Criminal
Investigative Service.
“The problem that has been given to them is one that,
although it is a military law specific topic, involves general
constitutional principals of self incrimination and search
and seizure,” said Andrew Effron, Chief Judge for the United States Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces. “So they
get to apply the legal skills they have learned in law school,
have those skills tested in competition with other students,
and have experienced judges ask them tough questions and
evaluate them in oral arguments.”
The law school students also had the opportunity to
learn about life in the Navy during visits to Patrol and Reconnaissance Squadron Five (VP-5) and USS The Sullivans
(DDG-68). Students considering employment opportunities with the Navy JAG Corps had the chance to participate
in a formal interview for employment and network with
judge advocates to learn more about the practice.
“The caliber of the competitors is just outstanding, and
being able to interact with the JAG officers and learn about
what they do on a day-to-day basis has been very exciting,”
said Virginia Branham, a George Washington University
Law School student. a

Following the video presentation of They Had a Dream
Too, an hour-long CLE featured speakers G. Douglas Jones,
the Honorable Helen Shores Lee, and John Andrew Martin.
The lunch at Kelly Ingram Park was inspiring and served as a
great way to launch this year’s public service project.

Great Conference, Historic Location
The Fall Gala, held Friday evening, was at the Barber Vintage
Motorsports Museum. The museum featured a collection of
over 1,200 vintage and modern motorcycles, as well as racecars. Entertainment for the evening was lively and helped
wrap up what had been a poignant day.
Then on Saturday morning, more great programs were
held. Leaders of many different affiliates from across the
country met with their District Representatives and other
ABA YLD leaders to discuss various issues at the Affiliate
Roundtable while others went to learn about different programs affiliates could implement in the “Making Connections” presentation. Still others learned about “Having It All:
Work, Bar Activities, Family, and Beyond.”
Birmingham was an exceptional location for the ABA YLD
Fall Conference. Both professional and social events provided attendees opportunities to “Connect, Collaborate and
Learn.” It was a great conference in an historic location! a
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