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Mission:
The mission of the Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar, the ABA’s first section, is:

To be a creative national force in providing leadership and services to those responsible for and those 
who benefit from a sound program of legal education and bar admissions.

To provide a fair, effective, and efficient accrediting system for American law schools that promotes 
quality legal education, and

To continue to serve, through its Council, as the nationally recognized accrediting body for American law 
schools.
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From the Chair

I have enjoyed a long relationship with the ABA accreditation process and the 
Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar, culminating in having 
the privilege of serving as the chair of the Council during the 2014-2015 year. 
I thank my Council colleagues, particularly my predecessor, Judge Solomon 
Oliver, Jr., and my successor, Justice Rebecca Berch, for their collegiality and 
hard work.

It was another busy and productive year for the Section and the Council. The 
Council is well served by its key committees. The Accreditation Committee 
under the direction of Tom Galligan, president of Colby-Sawyer College, 
rendered decisions or made recommendations to the Council on more than 
150 matters. The Standards Review Committee, led by Scott Pagel, associate dean and professor at George 
Washington School of Law, examined a number of Standards that required further review after the August 
2015 completion of the Comprehensive Review. The Data Policy and Collection Committee, chaired by Chris 
Pietruszkiewicz, dean of the Stetson University College of Law, continued its hard work on the several ABA 
questionnaires that are fundamental to our process and important policy issues about our work as a collector 
and publisher of data about legal education.

Non-accreditation-related Section activities benefited from the addition of Erin Ruehrwein in the new position 
of Section Director. Erin has been with the ABA for more than a decade, having worked for the ABA Journal and 
the Tort, Trial and Insurance Practice Section. She brings a wealth of knowledge on member services, marketing, 
and conference planning. Reports from Tom Galligan, Scott Pagel, and Erin Ruehrwein, detailing the work of 
their groups during the year, can be found elsewhere in this Annual Report.

In its role as the national accrediting agency for J.D. programs in the United States, the Council took the 
following actions during the year.

• Lincoln Memorial University Duncan School of Law in Knoxville, Tennessee, was granted provisional 
approval in December 2014. 

• In March 2015, the Council acquiesced in the separation of Widener University School of Law into two 
separate, fully approved law schools: Widener University Delaware Law School and Widener University 
Commonwealth Law School.

• Concordia University School of Law in Boise, Idaho, was granted provisional approval in June 2015.

• Indiana Tech Law School in Ft. Wayne, Indiana, was denied approval in June 2015.

• In August 2015, the Council acquiesced in the application of Rutgers University School of Law-Camden 
and Rutgers University School of Law-Newark to merge into one fully approved law school: Rutgers 
University School of Law.

The Council also gave attention to the issues of student loan debt. We presented a program in conjunction with 
the ABA Law Student Division at the ABA Annual Meeting in Chicago in August, in which Council member Ed 
Tucker and I both participated.

Joan S. Howland 
Roger Noreen Professor of Law 

Associate Dean for 
Information and Technology 

University of Minnesota Law School 
Council Chair, 2014-2015

| The Year in Perspective
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From the Chair
(continued)

We continued our collaborative and constructive relationships with our sibling legal education organizations: 
Access Group, the Association of American Law Schools, the Law School Admission Council, and the National 
Association of Law Placement. 

These are interesting and challenging times for legal education. In many respects, legal education has never been 
better than it is today. Students have experiences and opportunities that are richer and broader than we had 
when I was a law student, including many more interdisciplinary courses, experiential learning opportunities, and 
exposure in a variety of ways to law and the legal profession around the world. At the same time, the economic 
environment and changes in the legal profession have made it more difficult for many law graduates to establish 
themselves in their careers.

I appreciate the commitment and creativity of my colleagues on the Council and throughout legal education as 
we work together to meet the challenges we face and seize the opportunities that are presented to us.

The Year in Perspective | 
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From the Managing 
Director

Whither the ABA Law School Accreditation Project?

The usual Managing Director’s column in this annual report provides an 
overview of the hard work of the volunteers and staff who operate the ABA law 
school Accreditation Project and extends particular thanks to the leadership of 
the Council and its key accreditation-related committees. That is appropriate 
and will be done, with sincere and deep gratitude to my colleagues in this 
endeavor. But, we are living and working in unusual times, and I will take 
this opportunity to say a few words about challenges that the Accreditation 
Project faces. 

Challenges for Accreditation

The ABA Accreditation Project is in a quagmire, a compost of both legitimate and unfounded criticism of higher 
education, the legal profession, legal education, the role of accreditation generally, and the Accreditation Project 
itself. A small group of opportunistic and wily journalists, bloggers, and self-appointed reformers stir and perpetuate 
this caustic stew. They have spun misdeeds by a small number of bad actors and the hyper-competitive inclinations 
of law school faculties, deans, students, alums, and central administrations (in the bizarre world where institutional 
rankings are often bigger drivers of a law school’s work than are the schools’ missions and the needs of the 
public), into a portrait of law schools that accentuates the negative and ignores the positive. Efforts to counteract 
false narratives are shouted down as self-serving and naïve. The underlying truths (good and bad) go unexamined 
in a world that wants its news and analysis short and sweet, quick and simple. The problem, of course, is that the 
underlying reality is neither black/white nor simple; it is complex and nuanced. The more inflammatory among us 
shout and set the tone; often the saner and more sophisticated voices stand silently by.

For sure, the ABA Accreditation Project has urgent matters to address. Even with the significant improvements 
in the Standards coming from the comprehensive review process, the rules and processes that govern legal 
education are largely the product of a different era and steeped in the politics involved in their creation. Career 
opportunities for law school graduates today look nothing like they did a couple of decades ago. The reality that 
most students borrow substantial sums to pay for law school is far different than the way a much less expensive 
J.D. degree was financed by most students that same two decades ago. We live in a much more data-driven and 
consumer-oriented society that demands data at a much more micro level, and technology allows us to provide 
it that way. 

Meanwhile, the Accreditation Project has a 20th century set of rules and processes for these 21st century challenges. 
Much of the bog we are in is of our own making, but the need for more reform is accelerated by the economic 
realities of the recent recession and the changed environments in which lawyers and the higher education 
communities operate. 

Whether we can continue to play the constructive role in the evolution of lawyer training and the study of law that 
we have played for the past half-century or more as an accrediting community now depends almost entirely on 
our ability to morph a system built for different times into one that effectively responds to today’s environment, 
and to do so with dispatch.

Barry Currier 
Managing Director of 

Accreditation & Legal Education

| The Year in Perspective
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From the Managing 
Director (continued)

The Year in Perspective | 

This challenge we face is not unique to the ABA accreditation process. Indeed, accreditation was described in 
an October 5, 2015 editorial in the Wall Street Journal as the undertaking of an “obscure network of higher-
ed busybodies” labelled by Senator Marco Rubio as a “cartel of existing colleges and universities, which use 
their power over the accreditation process to block innovative, low-cost competitors from entering the market.” 
Accreditation and accrediting agencies were attacked as “wardens of billions in handouts and subsidized student 
loans,” who adopt and enforce meaningless standards, operate in secret, seldom call an institution to account, 
tolerate grade inflation, are self-dealing, charge unreasonable sums for their process, impose unreasonable costs 
on institutions, enforce a monopoly, and have an anti-startup mentality. Though not specifically indicted, the ABA 
accreditation process, in the Journal’s view, would be among the “coterie” of professional accrediting groups that 
“bless specific programs.” 

That is a mouthful of anger, which, as Kris Kristofferson sings, is “partly truth and partly fiction.” But the message 
is clear, in the words of that Kristofferson song, accreditation is in some ways a “walking contradiction” that needs 
to find its way home without taking “every wrong direction” along the way. 

Commenting on this editorial, the Council of Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA), and a leading voice for 
academic quality in higher education and the role of accreditation in assuring that quality, said:

The message [in the WSJ editorial] to those of us in accreditation [is] powerful and clear: Whether it is 
our judgments about academic quality, our capacity to protect students from mediocre institutions or 
bad actors in the higher education community, our role as gatekeepers or our capacity to lead innovation 
in higher education – we need to change and we need [to] do more. This will not go away because we 
argue against these perceptions, however strong our arguments. It will not go away because we think 
others are wrong. It will go away if we find ways to meet the current expectations and needs of society 
while preserving the best of accreditation as we know it.

I believe, and I trust that most of you do too, that the ABA accreditation process, imperfect as it is, establishes 
appropriate baseline educational requirements that those who want to be lawyers should meet, does provide 
the true gatekeepers to the profession – the state supreme courts – with a process that they can rely on to be 
assured that law schools that are ABA-approved meet those standards, provides considerable room for flexibility 
and innovation for law schools, provides students and the public with considerable consumer information, and 
does stand ready to police bad behavior. A strength of the process is that it brings together the profession and 
the academy to set the framework within which law schools must operate. It’s a collaborative undertaking, not 
under the control of either. The process does these things at a fraction of the cost of any alternative system that 
has been proposed, particularly because it relies on the time and talent of hundreds of volunteers each year. 

But the Standards and our operating practices should and must continue to improve if we want the Accreditation 
Project to remain relevant and to continue playing the leadership role that it has historically played in legal education. 

The critiques about the role of accreditation generally, as well as the ABA process, are particularly loud right now. 
It seems to me that almost everyone has a love/hate relationship with accreditation. Maybe that’s the way it 
should be because it keeps us on our toes. As the CHEA piece says, we will succeed by continuing to change and 
evolve to meet the legitimate needs of the profession and society. I know that the members of the Council are 
committed to that and I promise you that all of us on the staff are similarly committed.
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From the Managing 
Director (continued)

| The Year in Perspective

Thanks

The Managing Director’s Office staff and I are fortunate to work for a wonderful group of volunteer leaders of the 
Section and the Accreditation Process. 

This year the Council was led by Joan Howland, Associate Dean and Roger Noreen Professor of Law at the 
University of Minnesota Law School. Joan brought grace, her leadership skills, and her years of experience as a 
volunteer in our process to her role as Chair. It was a pleasure to work with her. We are also very appreciative to 
the members of the Council for their collegiality, hard work and insight. At the end of the year, Ruth McGregor, 
former Chief Justice of Arizona and former Chair of the Council, concluded her maximum period of service as 
Section Delegate to the ABA House of Delegates. She added so much to the Council over the years, and we miss 
her. Also finishing their terms on the Council were Tracy Giles, a lawyer from Roanoke, Virginia; Morgan Sammons, 
a public member of the Council and executive director of the National Register of Health Services Psychologists; 
and Izaac Rowe, a recent graduate of the UNLV Boyd School of Law and the student member of the Council. Tom 
Curtin has served with distinction as the ABA Board of Governors’ liaison to the Council for the past two years, 
and we will miss his contributions to our deliberations.

I also want to thank the members of the Accreditation, Standards Review, and Data Policy and Collection 
Committees —the key accreditation-related committees of the Council, for their service. These are all hard working 
committees on which we depend completely to get our work done. These committees were chaired in 2014-
2015 by Tom Galligan (president of Colby-Sawyer College), Scott Pagel (associate dean and professor at George 
Washington University Law School), and Chris Pietruszkiewicz (dean at Stetson University College of Law).

Finally, thanks to the literally hundreds of volunteers who served on site teams and participated in the other work 
of the Section. We appreciate you and do not take for granted the pro bono time that you give to the work of the 
accreditation process.

Personally, I am very proud to work with my colleagues at the Section Office and in the larger ABA. We have a lot 
to do, and I am looking forward to us both getting the day-to-day work done and making progress on the bigger 
picture/longer-term projects that we have on our plates. 



112014–2015 Annual Report

It’s been an exciting year for the Section of Legal Education and Admissions 
to the Bar, specifically with regard to non-accreditation-related activities, as 
we work to expand the value and services we deliver to our members and 
all those involved with legal education, through relevant programming, 
publications, and resources, among others. It was an equally exciting year 
for me as I began my new role as Section Director. It has been an absolute 
privilege to work with the Section’s Council, leadership, members, and 
staff, all of whom have been extremely welcoming and helpful. I very 
much look forward to the year ahead.

Expanding the Section’s programming and conferences has been a very important task this year. The Section 
co-sponsored a successful joint program, Navigating the Waters of Student Debt, with the Law Student 
Division during the ABA’s 2015 Annual Meeting in Chicago. The program advised students on how they can 
prudently manage their finances while pursuing their legal education and establishing themselves in the 
legal profession, and featured a panel that included 2014-2015 Section Chair Joan Howland and Section 
Secretary Ed Tucker. 

Additionally, the Section has been hard at work planning the 2016 Law School Development and Associate 
Deans Conferences. The Law School Development Conference, Fostering Engagement and Investment in a 
Time of Change, is scheduled for May 31-June 3, 2016, at the Marriott Marquis San Diego Marina Hotel and 
is co-chaired by Trishana Bowden, vice president for advancement at Goucher College and Dan Rodriguez, 
dean of Northwestern University Pritzker School of Law. The Associate Deans Conference, Adapting to a 
Changing Landscape, will be held June 16-19, 2016, at the Loews Minneapolis Hotel. The conference is 
co-chaired by Jackie Gardina, vice dean for faculty at Vermont Law School and Ngai Pindell, vice dean at 
the University of Nevada-Las Vegas William S. Boyd School of Law. I’d like to thank the conference planning 
committee chairs and members for dedicating their time and hard work to the organization and execution 
of these important conferences, which I know many are eager to attend. 

The Section also appointed two new committees this past year: Conferences and Programming, and Publications. 
The Conferences and Programming Committee, chaired by Leslie Cooney, professor at Nova Southeastern 
University Shepard Broad College of Law, will focus on identifying topics for new Section conferences and 
other educational programs and webinars in order to meet the changing needs and interests of the Section’s 
membership. The Publications Committee, chaired by Anthony Niedwiecki, associate dean for academic affairs 
at The John Marshall Law School, will be responsible for providing oversight to the Section’s Publications 
Program by implementing a plan to update existing Section publications, identify new titles and authors, review 
legal education-related book proposals, and provide peer review when necessary. We are very thankful for the 
leadership of these two committees as we grow our program and publication offerings. 

Membership at the ABA has also seen growth and changes this past year. The ABA now offers free membership 
to students enrolled at ABA-approved law schools. Students also receive free membership in up to five 
Sections, Divisions or Forums, of their own choosing. 

From the Section 
Director

The Year in Perspective | 

Erin Ruehrwein 
Section Director
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ABA President and former Council Member Paulette Brown, launched the “ABA Everyday” initiative, a year-
long calendar that delivers complimentary content daily to you, our members, including free CLE, special 
events, free products, helpful tools, and member-only discounts and resources. The calendar is featured 
monthly in the ABA Journal and viewable on the ABA website, www.americanbar.org.

As we continue to enhance and expand the benefits we provide in order to better serve our members and 
the profession, I encourage you to reach out to me should you have any suggestions, comments, or ideas, 
at Erin.Ruehrwein@americanbar.org. I can’t say it enough, thank you for your continued involvement and 
support of the ABA and the Section.

From the Section 
Director (continued)

| The Year in Perspective
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Approval of Law 
Schools

Provisional approval was granted to Concordia University School of Law in Boise, Idaho in June 2015. The 
law school is part of the Portland, Oregon-based Concordia University, operated by the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod. Its first class was admitted in the fall of 2012. The founding dean is Cathy R. Silak.

Concordia University 
School of Law 
Boise, Idaho

Widener University 
Commonwealth Law School 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Widener University 
Delaware Law School 
Wilmington, Delaware

At its March 13-14, 2015 meeting, the Council granted acquiescence to Widener University School of 
Law to formally separate its two campuses in Wilmington, Delaware, and Harrisburg, Pennsylvania into 
two separate law schools, each with its own full ABA approval. The Wilmington campus is now Widener 
University Delaware Law School (approved 1975), led by Dean Rodney Smolla. The Harrisburg campus is 
now Widener University Commonwealth Law School (approved 1988), led by Dean Christian A. Johnson. 

http://law.cu-portland.edu/
http://delawarelaw.widener.edu/
http://delawarelaw.widener.edu/
http://commonwealthlaw.widener.edu/
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Rutgers University 
School of Law

Camden Campus

Rutgers University 
School of Law

Newark Campus

Lincoln Memorial University Duncan School of Law in Knoxville, Tennessee, was granted provisional 
approval in December 2014. The law school’s inaugural part-time evening class was enrolled in August 
2009. The first full-time program began in August 2010. In spring 2013, the law school graduated its first 
class with both full and part-time students. The current dean is Gary R. Wade.

Acquiescence was granted to Rutgers University School of Law-Camden and Rutgers University School of 
Law-Newark to merge into one fully approved law school to be known as Rutgers University School of Law. 
The law school is led by co-deans John F.K. Oberdiek (Camden campus) and Ronald K. Chen (Newark 
campus.). The approval date is 1941.

Lincoln Memorial University 
Duncan School of Law
Knoxville, Tennessee

Approval of Law 
Schools (continued)

| The Year in Perspective
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Fall Enrollment 
Statistics

2014
204 Schools

2013
203 Schools

2010
200 Schools

2000
185 Schools

Total Law School Enrollment 131,748 138,876 157,298 132,464

Total J.D. Enrollment 119,775 128,712 147,525 125,173

Total Male J.D. Enrollment 61,417 67,174 78,516 64,540

Total Female J.D. Enrollment 58,331 61,538 69,009 60,633

Total Other J.D. Enrollment 27**

Total Minority J.D. Enrollment 35,754 34,584 35,045 25,753

Total Non-J.D. 11,973 11,152 * *

Post-J.D. 9,478 9,394 * *

Other Non-J.D. 2,495 1,738 * *

2014
204 Schools

2013
203 Schools

2010
200 Schools

2000
185 Schools

Total First Year Enrollment 38,942 40,802 52,448 43,518

Total Male First Year Enrollment 19,739 20,973 28,226 22,019

Total Female First Year Enrollment 19,197 19,829 24,182 21,449

Total Other First Year Enrollment 6**

Total Minority First Year Enrollment 12,218 11,892 13,191 9,335

*Non-J.D. statistics not collected in these years.
**Other gender category not collected in previous years.

The Year in Perspective | 
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Accreditation 
Committee Report

| Accreditation

Thomas C. Galligan, Jr. 
President and Professor 
Colby-Sawyer College 
Chair, 2014-2015 Accreditation Committee

The 2014-2015 year was a busy, productive, and collegial year for the Accreditation Committee. 

The Committee met five times for a total of 14 days in September, October, January, April, and June. The Committee 
rendered decisions or made recommendations to the Council on 154 matters. This work included recommendations 
on three applications for provisional approval and six applications for a major change; decision letters on 29 site 
reports; and consideration of 55 applications to establish new non-J.D. programs. In addition, on recommendation 
from its Foreign Programs Subcommittee, the Committee reviewed 5 new foreign summer programs, 37 foreign 
program site visit reports, and 7 requests for modification of previously approved foreign programs. 

The Committee also continued the process initiated last year for interim monitoring of law schools. Pursuant to this 
process, the Annual Questionnaire submitted by each law school in October is reviewed against a menu of “triggers”. 
These triggers are designed to identify potential problems by evaluation of changes in first-year student entering 
credentials, admission rate, direct expenditures, and/or enrollment, and by examination of outcome measures such 
as bar passage and employment statistics. Law schools tripping triggers under this process are reviewed by the 
Committee, leading to inquiry by the Committee in appropriate cases. If the school is undergoing current sabbatical 
review, the information developed by the interim monitoring process is forwarded to the site team for its review and 
appropriate inquiry. The process is working well, enabling the Committee to identify schools with potential issues as 
to compliance with the Standards between sabbatical visits, while not being too intrusive for the schools. 

The Committee continued its recent practice of sending a liaison to the meetings of the Standards Review 
Committee, in order to inform that body of how the Committee interprets and applies various Standards and to 
raise issues with draft language for new or amended Standards. The exchange is, we believe, beneficial to both 
committees, and we appreciate the opportunity for this dialogue. 

Additional subcommittees, task forces, and liaison assignments kept the Committee members busy, as we 
continued efforts to both improve our processes and contribute to the operation of the Accreditation Project. 

Sadly, one of our members passed away this year. Ada Meloy, general counsel for the American Council of Higher 
Education, died in a car accident on Thanksgiving Day while traveling to visit family. Ada was a fabulous committee 
member who ably chaired the Non-J.D. Subcommittee for several years. We were devastated by her loss and continue 
to extend our thoughts and wishes to her family. It was a joy to work with Ada and she truly made all our lives better.

Three other members also left the committee. Bob Glidden, a public member and former university president, left the 
committee after six years. Bob was an incredible and dedicated colleague, whose wisdom, intelligence, dedication, 
and wit always elevated discussion. Bob was instrumental in bringing his extensive experience in higher education and 
accreditation to our committee. As importantly, Bob was a close and wonderful friend. Patricia Timmons-Goodson, 
a retired Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of North Carolina, was also recognized for completing two years of 
service on our committee. And, I left the committee after eight years, the last two as chair. As I leave the committee I 
extend my heartfelt thanks to Barry Currier, Bill Adams, Ed Butterfoss, Cathy Schrage, Marsha Factor, Camille deJorna, 
Becky Stretch, Stephanie Giggetts, Chris Rendall, and the entire staff for their unfailing support and guidance.

I am pleased to report that Rebecca Hanner White, the former dean of the University of Georgia School of Law, 
has agreed to serve as chair of the Committee this year. In addition, Professor Pamela Lysaght, who is retired from 
the Detroit Mercy School of Law, will serve as vice chair. They will be a fantastic team!
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Back row: Christopher Rendall (staff), Donald Dahlin, Robert Glidden, Peter Glenn, Paul George

Middle row: Marsha Factor (staff), Cathy Schrage (staff), Pamela Lysaght, Susan Kay, Joanne Scanlon Prestia, 
Arthur Gaudio, Patricia Timmons-Goodson, Adrien Wing, Carol Kapsner, Frederic White, Charlotte Stretch (staff)

Front row: Alex Johnson, Camille deJorna (staff), Barry Currier (staff), Thomas Galligan, William Adams (staff) 
David Brennen, Stephanie Giggetts (staff)

Accreditation 
Committee
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2014–2015 
Accreditation 
Committee

| Accreditation

(Affiliations reflect those held at the time.)

Chair
Thomas C. Galligan, Jr. 
President
Colby-Sawyer College 
New London, New Hampshire

Vice-Chair
Rebecca Hanner White
Professor
University of Georgia School of Law 
Athens, Georgia

The Honorable Scott Bales
Chief Justice
Arizona Supreme Court 
Phoenix, Arizona

David A. Brennen 
Dean
University of Kentucky College of Law 
Lexington, Kentucky

Donald C. Dahlin
Emeritus Professor
The University of South Dakota 
Department of Political Science 
Vermillion, South Dakota

Arthur Gaudio
Professor & Dean Emeritus
Western New England University School of Law 
Springfield, Massachusetts

Paul M. George
Associate Dean & Director of Biddle Law Library
University of Pennsylvania Law School 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Peter G. Glenn
Stevens & Lee, P.C. 
Reading, Pennsylvania

Dr. Robert Glidden 
President Emeritus
Ohio University
Rockbridge Baths, Virginia 

Alex M. Johnson Jr. 
Professor 
Director, Center for the Study of Race and Law 
University of Virginia School of Law
Charlottesville, Virginia

The Honorable Carol Kapsner
Justice 
North Dakota Supreme Court
Bismarck, North Dakota

Susan L. Kay
Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs & Professor 
Vanderbilt University Law School
Nashville, Tennessee

Pamela Lysaght 
Professor
University of Detroit Mercy School of Law
Detroit, Michigan

Ada Meloy
General Counsel
American Council on Education
Washington, D.C.

Abha Pandya 
Chief Executive Officer 
Asian Human Services, Inc. 
Chicago, Illinois

Joanne Scanlon Prestia 
Special Counsel
Pepco Holdings, Inc. 
Newark, Delaware

The Honorable Patricia Timmons-Goodson 
Associate Justice (retired)
Supreme Court of North Carolina
Fayetteville, North Carolina

Frederic White
Professor
Texas A&M University School of Law
Fort Worth, Texas

Adrien Wing
Professor & Associate Dean
University of Iowa College of Law
Iowa City, Iowa
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Scott B. Pagel 
Associate Dean for Information Services & Professor of Law 
The George Washington University Law School  
Chair, 2014–2015 Standards Review Committee

After the conclusion of the Comprehensive Review of the Standards and the concurrence in the recommended 
changes by the ABA House of Delegates in August 2014, the Standards Review Committee set out in 2014-2015 
to consider the Standards that had raised concerns during the concurrence process. It also asked the Council to 
place on its agenda those revisions of the Standards over which law schools and the staff of the Office of the 
Managing Director had raised concerns.

During the course of the year, the Committee held two very productive information sessions at which it heard 
various viewpoints on Standards 205 (Non-Discrimination and Equality of Opportunity), 206 (Diversity and Inclu-
sion), and 305 (Field Placements and Other Study Outside the Classroom). As noted below, the work on these 
Standards will be continued into 2015-2016.

The following revisions to Standards and Rules were recommended by the Committee, adopted by the Council, and 
concurred in by the House of Delegates during 2014-2015. 

• Definition (17) and Standard 106: The definition of “separate location” in the Standard and the defini-
tion section were clarified by specifying that it applies only to those situations where a student may earn 
more than sixteen credit hours of the school’s program of legal education, and not where a school offers 
more than sixteen credit hours.

• Standard 105 and Rule 29(a): The Standard and the Rule were modified to clarify the instances when the 
addition of courses or programs are to be considered a major change that requires acquiescence. Rule 29 
also was modified to clarify, for purposes of the Department of Education, the instances when creation of a 
separate location requires the appointment of a fact finder and the factors to be considered in determining 
whether a major change is so significant as to constitute the creation of a new or different law school.

• Standard 304: The Standard was modified to include additional clinical experiences that involve real life 
settings but not necessarily the representation of a client.

• Standard 305(e)(6): The Standard was modified to change the requirement for an appropriate founda-
tion for participation in field placements. The Committee recommended that the requirement be changed 
from 28 credits (which had been revised during the comprehensive review from one year of full-time or 
part-time study) to a requirement that a student “has successfully completed sufficient prerequisites or 
contemporaneously receives sufficient training.”

• Interpretation 305-3: The Interpretation was added to emphasize the point that, in order to qualify as an 
experiential course under Standard 303, a field placement would have to meet the requirements set out 
in that Standard.

• Standard 311(a) and Interpretation 311-1: The requirement of 140 days of regular instruction found 
in Standard 311(a) and the accompanying Interpretation 311-1 were eliminated. They were deemed 
unnecessary given that the other requirements in Standard 311 offer sufficient protection to ensure an 
academic calendar that is of sufficient length and breadth, and given the newly stated requirements found 
in Standard 310 regarding credit hours.

Standards Review 
Committee Report
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• Standard 311(f) and Standard 308(a): The Standards were modified by moving the requirement that 
the school adopt, publish, and adhere to a written policy requiring regular attendance from 311(f) to 308, 
which contains similar obligations.

• Interpretation 311-4: The Interpretation was modified so as to make clear the point at which law study 
commences when credit is granted for work completed at another institution.

• Standard 502(b)(2): The word “legal” was removed from the Standard to make clear that it addresses 
the conditions of an undergraduate education.

• Standard 505(b): The Standard was returned to its condition before the comprehensive review so as to 
permit law schools to accept credit completed at a law school in the United States not approved by the 
Council if the unapproved law school has been granted the power to confer the J.D. by the appropriate 
governmental authority in that jurisdiction.

• Rules 27 and 28: The Rules were amended to better enable the Managing Director’s Office to schedule 
site evaluations for schools seeking provisional or full approval.

• Rule 29: The Rule was amended to reflect the Department of Education requirement that decisions of 
the Council pertaining to acquiescence in a major change may not be retroactive.

• Rule 30: The Rule was amended to ensure compliance with the Department of Education require-
ment regarding the timing of fact finding visits to law schools following acquiescence in certain types 
of major changes.

The Committee also offered two alternatives to the Council regarding Interpretation 503-3. The Council accepted 
a recommendation that the Interpretation be eliminated to remove the possibility of a law school admitting up to 
10% of an entering class without requiring the LSAT. The Council also requested that the Committee make ad-
ditional changes to the interpretations accompanying Standard 503 before submitting the package to the House 
of Delegates for concurrence.

The Committee also offered recommendations to the Council regarding Standards 205, 206, and 305. Standards 
205 and 206 were returned to the Committee to draft language that more clearly specified the groups covered 
and to restore some of the language that had been eliminated in its draft. Standard 305 was returned to the 
Committee to draft language that would better define the expectations involved for a field placement and, in light 
of any changes, to reconsider the Interpretation prohibiting credit for participation in a field placement for which 
a student received compensation.

The Committee offered a recommendation to the Council concerning the collection and reporting of data on attri-
tion. It recommended that the data be collected and disseminated in such a fashion as to provide applicants with 
more detailed information regarding their chances of completing the program of legal education at a particular 
institution, and to provide the Accreditation Committee and the Council with additional information regarding an 
institution’s compliance with Standard 501(b) regarding admission of applicants who do not appear capable of 
satisfactorily completing the program of legal education.

My deep appreciation and thanks to the committee members who worked diligently on these revisions and to 
the members of the Section staff who provided invaluable support and guidance.

Standards Review 
Committee Report
(continued)
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2014-2015 Standards Review Committee 
 
Chair

Scott B. Pagel
Associate Dean and Professor
George Washington University School of Law 
Washington, D.C.

Craig M. Boise
Dean
Cleveland State University
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law
Cleveland, Ohio

Anthony Caprio
President
Western New England University
Springfield, Massachusetts

Catherine Carpenter
Vice Dean & Professor
Southwestern Law School
Los Angeles, California

Robert E. Cooper Jr.
Nashville, Tennessee

Robert J. Cordy
Associate Judge
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court
Boston, Massachusetts

Thomas A. Edmonds
Richmond, Virginia

Peter A. Joy
Professor & Director 
Criminal Justice Clinic
Washington University School of Law
St. Louis, Missouri

Lisa Kloppenberg
Dean
Santa Clara University School of Law
Santa Clara, California

Peter McDonough
Vice President & General Counsel
American Council on Education
Washington, D.C.

Veryl V. Miles
Professor
The Catholic University of America
Columbus School of Law
Washington, D.C.
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Site Evaluation 
Visits

Professional affiliations reflect those held at the time of the site visit.

Sabbatical Evaluations

University of California, Hastings College of the Law 
November 16-19, 2014 
Chair: Larry R. Dessem, Professor, University of Missouri School of Law 
Martin L. Carpenter; Partner; Carpenter, Rothans & Demont 
R. Michael Cassidy, Professor, Boston College Law School 
John Garvey, Professor, University of New Hampshire School of Law 
James Hackney, Associate Dean & Professor, Northeastern University School of Law 
Michael Pinard, Professor & Clinic Director, University of Maryland, Francis King Carey School of Law 
Rita Reusch, Professor Emeritus, University of Utah, S.J. Quinney College of Law

University of Dayton School of Law 
October 5-8, 2014 
Chair: Stacy L. Brustin, Professor, The Catholic University of America, Columbus School of Law 
Kaye A. Castro, Associate Dean, Ave Maria School of Law 
Mary G. Persyn, Professor, Valparaiso University School of Law 
Andrea Ramos, Professor & Clinic Director, Southwestern Law School,  
Michael Hunter Schwartz, Dean, University of Arkansas at Little Rock, William H. Bowen School of Law 
Barry R. Vickrey, Professor Emeritus, University of South Dakota School of Law

DePaul University College of Law 
March 29-April 1, 2015 
Chair: Margaret L. Paris, Professor, University of Oregon School of Law 
Timothy W. Floyd, Director of Experiential Education, Mercer University, Walter F. George School of Law 
Thomas S. Leatherbury; Partner; Vinson & Elkins, LLP 
Frank Y. Liu; Associate Dean, Law Library Director & Professor; Duquesne University School of Law 
Daniel J. May, Provost & Senior Vice President, University of New Haven 
Alicia Ouellette, Dean, Albany Law School 
Ellen S. Podgor, Professor, Stetson University College of Law

Duke University School of Law 
November 16-19, 2014 
Chair: Alex M. Johnson Jr., Professor, University of Virginia School of Law 
Pauline M. Aranas, Associate Dean, Law Library Director & Professor, University of Southern California,  
 Gould School of Law 
David Baum, Assistant Dean, University of Michigan Law School 
Hannah Buxbaum, Professor, Indiana University-Bloomington, Maurer School of Law 
Robert R. Keuhn, Associate Dean & Professor, Washington University School of Law 
Philip Weiser, Dean, University of Colorado Law School 
Lawrence White, Vice President & General Counsel, University of Delaware
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Site Evaluation 
Visits (continued)

Emory University School of Law 
March 22-25, 2015 
Chair: A. Mechele Dickerson, Professor, University of Texas School of Law 
Penelope Bryan, Dean, Whittier Law School 
Irving Freeman, Vice President, Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine 
Martha E. Gaines, Professor, University of Wisconsin Law School 
Scott F. Norberg, Professor, Florida International University College of Law 
Michelle M. Wu, Professor & Law Library Director, Georgetown University Law Center 
Daniel A. Wubah, Provost, Washington and Lee University

Florida State University College of Law 
March 29-April 1, 2015 
Chair: Nancy B. Rapoport; Acting Executive Vice President, Provost & Professor; University of Nevada- 
 Las Vegas, William S. Boyd School of Law 
Mark Aaronson, Professor, University of California, Hastings College of the Law 
Connell Alsup, Associate Dean & Registrar, Michigan State University College of Law 
Jayne Barnard, Professor, College of William and Mary, Marshall-Wythe Law School 
Paul D. Callister, Law Library Director & Professor, University of Missouri-Kansas City, School of Law 
Leo M. Lambert, President, Elon University 
Beverly Moran, Professor, Vanderbilt University Law School

Hofstra University School of Law 
April 12-15, 2015 
Chair: Thomas A. Edmonds; Retired; Richmond, Virginia 
Lauren M. Collins, Law Library Director & Professor, Cleveland State University, Cleveland-Marshall College of Law 
Placido Gomez, Visiting Professor, University of La Verne College of Law 
Norman E. Harned; Of Counsel; Kerrick, Bachert and Stivers, PSC. 
Mary Kennard, Vice President & General Counsel, American University 
Robin Paul Malloy, Professor, Syracuse University College of Law 
Michele R. Pistone, Clinic Director, Villanova University School of Law

Howard University School of Law 
March 1-4, 2015 
Chair: Penelope Andrews, President, Albany Law School 
Janice Austin, Assistant Dean, University of California-Irvine, School of Law 
Simon Canick, Associate Dean, William Mitchell College of Law 
John Capowski, Professor Emeritus, Widener University Commonwealth Law School  
Devon Carbado, Professor, University of California-Los Angeles, School of Law 
Michael Z. Green, Professor, Texas A&M University School of Law 
Judith Leonard, General Counsel, Smithsonian Institution
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Site Evaluation 
Visits (continued)

Loyola Law School-Los Angeles 
October 19-22, 2014 
Chair: Joan S. Howland, Associate Dean & Professor, University of Minnesota Law School 
Linda L. Ammons, Special Counsel, Widener University 
Christine Maziar, Vice President & Senior Associate Provost, University of Notre Dame,  
 Department of Electrical Engineering 
James P. Ogilvy, Professor, The Catholic University of America, Columbus School of Law 
Scott B. Pagel, Associate Dean, George Washington University Law School, Jacob Burns Law Library 
Michael A Simons, Dean, St. John’s University School of Law 
Charlotte K. Stretch, Assistant Consultant, ABA Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar

Loyola University-New Orleans, College of Law 
March 15-18, 2015 
Chair: C. Peter Goplerud, President, InfiLaw Management Solutions 
Gihan Fernando, Executive Director, American University Career Center 
Arthur R. Gaudio, President & Dean Emeritus, Western New England University School of Law 
Robert H. Hu, Law Library Director & Professor, St. Mary’s University School of Law 
Jamie Lewis Keith, General Counsel & Secretary, Board of Trustees, University of Florida 
Marin Scordato, Associate Dean & Professor, The Catholic University of America, Columbus School of Law 
Lewis Silverman, Professor & Clinic Director, Touro College Law Center

University of Maine School of Law 
October 26-29, 2014 
Chair: Cynthia L. Fountaine, Dean, Southern Illinois University School of Law  
Rafael Gely, Professor, University of Missouri School of Law  
Penny Hazelton, Professor, University of Washington School of Law 
Christine Helwick, Of Counsel, Hirschfeld Kraemer LLP 
John Nussbaumer, Associate Dean, Indiana Tech Law School 
Suzanne Valdez, Professor & Clinic Director, University of Kansas School of Law 
Julia Yaffee, Retired, Santa Clara University School of Law

University of New Hampshire School of Law 
March 29-April 1, 2015 
Chair: John S. Beckerman, Visiting Professor, Rutgers University School of Law-Camden 
Kif Augustine-Adams, Professor, Brigham Young University, J Reuben Clark Law School 
W. Scott Cole, Vice President & General Counsel, University of Central Florida 
Ken Gould, Retired, University of Arkansas at Little Rock, William H. Bowen School of Law 
James Rosenblatt, Dean Emeritus & Professor, Mississippi College School of Law 
Rebecca S. Trammell, Law Library Director & Professor, Stetson University College of Law
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University of New Mexico School of Law 
September 28-October 1, 2014 
Chair: Lisa A. Kloppenberg, Dean, Santa Clara University School of Law 
Maureen Armour, Professor & Clinic Director, Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law 
Nancy Armstrong, Professor & Law Library Director, Ohio Northern University College of Law 
Kimberly Norwood, Professor, Washington University School of Law 
Arturo Thompson, Assistant Dean, University of Kansas School of Law 
Ian Weinstein, Associate Dean & Professor, Fordham University School of Law

University of North Carolina School of Law 
October 26-29, 2014 
Chair: Roger J. Dennis, Dean, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law 
Carol Chomsky, Professor, University of Minnesota Law School 
Lois Cox, Professor, University of Iowa College of Law 
Stephen S. Dunham, Vice President & General Counsel, Penn State University 
Eden E. Harrington, Associate Dean & Professor, University of Texas School of Law 
Billie Jo Kaufman, Associate Dean for Library and Information Services, American University, Washington College of Law 
Janet Laybold, Assistant Dean, Notre Dame Law School

Pace University School of Law 
September 21-24, 2014 
Chair: Rudolph C. Hasl; Retired Dean & Professor, San Diego, California 
Denise Avant, Assistant Public Defender, Cook County Public Defender Office 
Maureen E. Laflin, Professor, University of Idaho College of Law 
Nancy Marlin, Professor & Provost Emeritus, San Diego State University 
Linda M.Ryan; Retired; Garden City, New York 
Mark Seidenfeld, Professor, Florida State University College of Law 
Natashia Tidwell, Professor, New England Law | Boston

University of Richmond, T. C. Williams School of Law 
February 22-25, 2015 
Chair: Leigh H. Taylor, Dean Emeritus & Professor, Southwestern Law School 
W. Warren Binford, Professor and Clinic Director, Willamette University College of Law 
Pauletta Bracy, Director of Office of University Accreditation, North Carolina Central University 
John A. Miller, Professor, University of Idaho College of Law 
William Powers, Associate Dean, The John Marshall Law School (Chicago) 
Irma S. Russell, Professor, University of Missouri-Kansas City, School of Law 
Keith Ann Stiverson, Law Library Director & Senior Lecturer, Chicago-Kent College of Law, IIT

St. Mary’s University School of Law 
November 9-12, 2014 
Chair: Susan L. Kay, Associate Dean & Professor, Vanderbilt University Law School 
Reverend Monsignor Franklyn M. Casale, President, St. Thomas University 
Sarah Hooke Lee, Associate Dean & Law Library Director, Northeastern University School of Law 
Marcia McCormick, Professor, Saint Louis University School of Law 
Matthew Parlow, Associate Dean & Professor, Marquette University Law School 
Alan Rachlin, Principal Attorney, New York State Department of Financial Services 
Catherine J. Wasson, Professor, Elon University School of Law

Site Evaluation 
Visits (continued)
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Site Evaluation 
Visits (continued)

University of San Francisco School of Law 
March 29-April 1, 2015 
Chair: Katherine S. Broderick, Dean, University of the District of Columbia, David A. Clarke School of Law 
Roy A. Austensen, Retired, Valparaiso University 
Ann Marie Cavazos, Professor & Clinic Director, Florida A&M University College of Law 
Eric A. Chiappinelli, Professor, Texas Tech University School of Law  
John Edwards; Associate Dean, Law Library Director & Professor; Drake University Law School 
Kathryn R. L. Rand, Dean, University of North Dakota School of Law 
Michael States, Assistant Dean, University of North Carolina School of Law

Santa Clara University School of Law 
March 15-18, 2015 
Chair: Nell Jessup Newton, Dean, Notre Dame Law School 
R. Alexander Acosta, Dean, Florida International University College of Law 
Cassandra L. Hill, Associate Dean & Professor, Texas Southern University, Thurgood Marshall School of Law 
Gregory G. Murphy, Esq.; Billings, Montana 
Ruth V. Watkins, Senior Vice President, University of Utah 
Lynn Wishart; Associate Dean, Law Library Director & Professor; Yeshiva University, Cardozo School of Law 
Alfred C. Yen, Associate Dean, Boston College Law School

Southern University Law Center 
March 15-18, 2015 
Chair: Erica Moeser, President & CEO, National Conference of Bar Examiners 
Okianer Christian Dark, Professor, Howard University School of Law 
Emily Janoski-Haehlen, Associate Dean for Law Library Services & Professor, Valparaiso University Law School 
Sue Liemer, Professor & Director of Lawyering Skills, Southern Illinois University School of Law 
Miles J. Postema, Vice President & General Counsel, Ferris State University 
Frederic White, Professor, Texas A&M University School of Law 
Robert Wilcox, Dean, University of South Carolina School of Law

University of Southern California, Gould School of Law 
February 22-25, 2015 
Chair: Richard Schmalbeck, Professor, Duke University School of Law 
Alicia Alvarez, Professor, University of Michigan Law School 
Steven M. Barkan, Professor & Law Library Director, University of Wisconsin Law School 
Jeffrey Rensberger, Vice President & Professor, South Texas College of Law 
Mark Smith, Associate Chancellor, Washington University 
Benjamin Spencer, Professor, University of Virginia School of Law 
Christine K. Wilkinson, Senior Vice President & Secretary, Arizona State University



292014–2015 Annual ReportAccreditation | 

Southwestern Law School 
February 25-28, 2015 
Chair: Dennis O. Lynch, Dean Emeritus & Professor, University of Miami School of Law 
Patricia A. Cervenka, Professor & Law Library Director, Marquette University Law School 
Stephanie Giggetts, Assistant Consultant, ABA Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar 
Jeffrey Kahn, Professor, Florida State University College of Law 
Lynn McDowell, Retired, Florida Coastal School of Law 
Tomea Mersmann, Professor, Washington University School of Law 
Steven L. Willborn, Professor, University of Nebraska College of Law

Texas Southern University, Thurgood Marshall School of Law 
November 2-5, 2014 
Chair: Adrien Wing, Associate Dean & Professor, University of Iowa College of Law 
Catherine R. Dunham, Professor, Elon University School of Law 
Hollis Kulwin, Senior Assistant Dean, University of California-Davis, School of Law 
Margaret Maes, Executive Director, Legal Information Preservation Alliance 
Tamara M. Meekins, Professor, Howard University School of Law 
Mark Niles, Professor, American University, Washington College of Law 
José Padilla, Vice President & General Counsel, DePaul University

University of Tulsa College of Law 
September 28-October 1, 2014 
Chair: Kenneth Chestek, Professor & Assistant Director of Legal Writing, University of Wyoming College of Law 
Gail C. Arneke, Esq.; Retired, Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
J. Rich Leonard, Dean, Campbell University School of Law 
Marjorie McDiarmid, Professor, West Virginia University College of Law 
Andrew Piacun, Assistant Dean, Loyola University-New Orleans, College of Law 
Leina’ala R. Seeger, Retired, University of Hawaii, William S. Richardson School of Law 
L. Kinvin Wroth, Professor, Vermont Law School

Wake Forest University School of Law 
March 22-25, 2015 
Chair: Mary Kay Kane; Dean Emeritus, Chancellor & Professor; University of California, Hastings College of the Law 
Regina Burch, Associate Director, Association of American Law Schools 
Christopher Chapman, President & CEO, Access Group, Inc. 
Michael J. Churgin, Professor, University of Texas School of Law 
James A. Cohen, Professor, Fordham University School of Law 
Deborah M. Keene, Associate Dean, George Mason University School of Law 
Susan Palmer, Associate Dean, University of South Carolina School of Law

Site Evaluation 
Visits (continued)
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Site Evaluation 
Visits (continued)

Washburn University School of Law 
February 22-25, 2015 
Chair: Ron Chen, Interim Dean, Rutgers University School of Law-Newark 
John G. Baker, Judge, Court of Appeals of Indiana, First District 
Anita Bernstein, Professor, Brooklyn Law School 
Lori Fox, General Counsel, Teachers College, Columbia University 
Frank Houdek, Associate Dean, Southern Illinois University School of Law 
Ellen Marrus, Professor, University of Houston Law Center 
David R. Partlett, Professor, Emory University School of Law

Provisional Evaluations

Belmont University College of Law 
March 1-4, 2015 
Chair: Pamela Lysaght, Retired, University of Detroit Mercy School of Law 
Tina Cooper, Esq.; Court of Appeals of Indiana 
Leticia M. Diaz, Dean, Barry University, Dwayne O. Andreas School of Law 
Kris Gilliland, Professor & Law Library Director, University of Mississippi School of Law 
Ann Juergens, Professor, William Mitchell College of Law 
William E. Thro, General Counsel, University of Kentucky

University of Massachusetts School of Law-Dartmouth 
March 8-11, 2015 
Chair: Donald Polden, Dean Emeritus & Professor, Santa Clara University School of Law 
Sharon D. Herzberger, President, Whittier College 
Stacy L. Leeds, Dean, University of Arkansas School of Law-Fayetteville 
Jequita Napoli, Special Judge, Cleveland County (Oklahoma) District Court 
Paulette Williams, Professor, University of Tennessee College of Law 
Sally H. Wise, Law Library Director & Professor, University of Miami School of Law

Application for Provisional Approval

Indiana Tech Law School 
September 14-17, 201 
Chair: Susan L. Brody, Professor, The John Marshall Law School (Chicago) 
Anne Acton, Professor & Law Library Director, New England Law | Boston 
Ralph Brill, Professor, Chicago-Kent College of Law, Illinois Institute of Technology 
Kellie Early, Chief Operating Officer, National Conference of Bar Examiners 
Judith Kilpatrick, Professor Emeritus, University of Arkansas-Fayetteville, School of Law 
Julie Siciliano, Dean, Western New England University College of Business

Fact Finder Visits

University of Arizona School of Law, James E. Rogers College of Law 
February 3-4, 2015 
Chair: Louis D. Bilionis, Dean, University of Cincinnati College of Law
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Site Evaluation 
Visits (continued)

Concordia University School of Law 
September 24-25, 2014 
Chair: Charles Goldner, Dean Emeritus & Professor, University of Arkansas at Little Rock, William H. Bowen  
 School of Law 
Michael Goodnight, Associate Dean, University of Miami School of Law

Louisiana State University, Paul M. Hebert Law Center 
October 8-9, 2014 
Chair: Joseph D. Harbaugh, Professor Emeritus, Nova Southeastern University, Shepard Broad Law Center

William Mitchell College of Law 
April 7-9, 2015 
Chair: Joseph D. Harbaugh, Professor Emeritus, Nova Southeastern University, Shepard Broad Law Center 
Pauline A. Schneider; Of Counsel; Ballard Spahr, LLP 
Sondra R. Tennessee, Associate Dean, University of Houston Law Center

Western State College of Law 
August 25, 2015 
Chair: Paul M. George, Associate Dean, University of Pennsylvania Law School

University of New Hampshire School of Law 
February 17, 2015 
Chair: Peter Alexander, Esq.; Carbondale, Illinois

University of Oregon School of Law 
September 22-23, 2014 
Chair: Michael Chiorazzi, Associate Dean, University of Arizona, James E. Rogers College of Law

Rutgers University School of Law-Camden 
February 4-6, 2015 
Chair: Frank Wu, Chancellor & Dean, University of California, Hastings College of the Law 
Dan Freehling, Esq.; Pittsboro, North Carolina 
Anne Lukingbeal, Associate Dean, Cornell Law School 
Anthony Niedwiecki, Associate Dean & Professor, The John Marshall Law School (Chicago)

Rutgers University School of Law-Newark 
February 4-5, 2015 
Chair: Frank Wu, Chancellor & Dean, University of California, Hastings College of the Law 
Dan Freehling, Esq.; Pittsboro, North Carolina 
Anne Lukingbeal, Associate Dean, Cornell Law School 
Anthony Niedwiecki, Associate Dean & Professor, The John Marshall Law School (Chicago)

Widener University, Commonwealth Law School 
October 20-21, 2014 
Chair: Richardson Lynn, Dean Emeritus, Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School

Widener University, Delaware Law School 
October 20-21, 2014 
Chair: Richardson Lynn, Dean Emeritus, Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School
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Foreign Program 
Site Visits

CONTINUING FOREIGN  
SUMMER PROGRAMS

American University, Washington College of Law 
June 14-17, 2015 
Paris/Geneva/Brussels/London 
Frederic White 
Former Dean & Professor 
Shaker Heights, Ohio

University of Florida, Fredric G. Levin  
College of Law 
July 6-8, 2015 
Montpellier, France 
Jequita Napoli 
Special Judge 
Cleveland County District Court (Oklahoma)

Louisiana State University, Paul M. Hebert  
Law Center 
June 22-23, 2015 
Lyon, France 
Dennis Lynch 
Dean Emeritus & Professor 
University of Miami School of Law

Loyola University-Chicago, School of Law 
July 5-9, 2015 
Rome, Italy 
Joan S. Howland 
Associate Dean 
University of Minnesota Law School

Loyola University-New Orleans, College of Law 
July 13-15, 2015 
Vienna, Austria 
James M. Klein 
Professor 
Charleston School of Law

Michigan State University College of Law 
May 25-27, 2015 
Kyoto, Japan 
Susan Kay 
Associate Dean & Professor 
Vanderbilt University Law School

University of Mississippi School of Law 
July 17-22, 2015 
Cambridge, England 
James P. White 
Professor 
Indiana University-Indianapolis, Robert H. McKinney  
 School of Law

New York Law School 
May 26-28, 2015 
London, England 
Maureen O’Rourke 
Dean 
Boston University School of Law

University of Oklahoma College of Law 
July 7-9, 2015 
Oxford England 
Peter Joy 
Professor 
Washington University School of Law

University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law 
June 8-12, 2015 
Antigua, Guatemala 
Leo Martinez 
Professor 
University of California, Hastings College of the Law

Pepperdine University, Odell McConnell Law 
Center 
May 25-28, 2015 
London, England/Geneva, Switzerland 
Donald J. Polden 
Dean Emeritus & Professor 
Santa Clara University School of Law

University of San Diego School of Law 
July 7-9, 2015 
London, England 
David Brennen 
Dean 
University of Kentucky College of Law
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Foreign Program 
Site Visits (continued)

Santa Clara University School of Law 
July 19-21 and 24, 2015 
Oxford, England 
Arthur Gaudio 
Professor & Dean Emeritus 
Western New England University School of Law

Southern Methodist University, 
Dedman School of Law 
July 22-23, 2015 
Oxford, England 
Arthur Gaudio 
Professor & Dean Emeritus 
Western New England University School of Law

St. John’s University School of Law 
June 8-10, 2015 
Rome, Italy 
Rebecca Hanner White 
Professor 
University of Georgia School of Law

St. Mary’s University School of Law 
July 27-28, 2015 
Innsbruck, Austria 
Antonio García-Padilla 
Dean Emeritus & Professor 
University of Puerto Rico School of Law

St. Mary’s University School of Law 
June 10-11, 2015 
Beijing, China 
Rebecca White Berch 
Justice 
Arizona Supreme Court

St. Thomas University School of Law 
June 9-12, 2015 
San Lorenzo de El Escorial, Spain/Delft, The Netherlands 
Charles Goldner 
Dean Emeritus & Professor 
University of Arkansas at Little Rock, William H. Bowen  
 School of Law

Syracuse University College of Law 
July 6-9, 2015 
London, England 
Raymond C. Pierce 
Partner 
Nelson, Mullins, et al

Wake Forest University School of Law 
July 12-14, 2015 
Vienna, Austria 
Scott Bales 
Chief Justice 
Arizona Supreme Court

Washburn University School of Law 
June 29-July 2, 2015 
Cave Hill, Barbados 
Adrien Wing 
Associate Dean & Professor 
University of Iowa College of Law

NEW FOREIGN SUMMER PROGRAMS

Arizona Summit Law School 
May 3-6, 2015 
Mexico City, Mexico 
Charles R. Nash 
Vice Chancellor 
The University of Alabama System

University of Denver, Sturm College of Law 
June 10-11, 2015 
Sorrento, Italy 
Edward N. Tucker 
Senior Director 
Ellin & Tucker Chartered

DePaul University College of Law 
July 23-28, 2015 
Berlin, Germany 
Solomon Oliver, Jr.  
Chief Judge 
U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Ohio
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Foreign Program 
Site Visits (continued)

Ohio Northern University, Claude W. Petit  
 College of Law 
July 7-10, 2015 
Reykjavik, Iceland 
Michael J. Davis 
Professor 
University of Kansas School of Law

Stetson University College of Law 
July 27-29, 2015 
Oxford, England 
Peter Glenn 
Of Counsel 
Stevens & Lee, P.C.

CONTINUING INTERSESSION PROGRAMS

Stetson University College of Law 
December 29-30, 2014 
Cayman Islands 
Carol Kapsner 
Justice 
North Dakota Supreme Court

NEW INTERSESSION PROGRAMS

Valparaiso University School of Law 
March 3-5, 2015 
Hod HaSharon, Israel 
Bradley Toben 
Dean 
Baylor University School of Law



Workshops and Conferences
Kutak Award Winner

Special 
Events
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Workshops for Deans

The Section held its annual workshops for deans of ABA-approved law schools. The Deans Workshop took place 
February 19-21, 2015 at the Westin Georgetown in Washington, DC. It featured a keynote address by Andrew 
S. Rosen, chairman of Kaplan Inc., and executive vice president of Graham Holding Companies. 

The New Deans Seminar, for deans who have been in their positions for 18 months or less, was held June 
9-11, 2015 at the Conrad Hotel in Chicago. In addition to the recurring programs on A Day in the Life of a 
Dean, Finances, Faculty, Development and Alumni Relations, Staff and Student Relations, the participants heard 
from Joyce McConnell, provost and vice president for academic affairs at West Virginia University. 

Site Evaluation and Questionnaire Workshops

In its role as the national accrediting agency for law schools in the United States, the Section conducts yearly 
training workshops in Chicago for site team members, law schools with upcoming site visits, and law school 
faculty and staff who complete the annual and site evaluation questionnaires. The 2015 workshops were held 
as follows:

Site Team Chairs Workshop: August 23 with 36 participants
Site Evaluation Workshop: September 13 with 136 participants
Annual Questionnaire Training: July 18 with 100 participants
Site Evaluation Questionnaire Training: July 17 with 80 participants

2015 New Deans’ Seminar
June 9-11, 2015
Conrad Chicago 
521 N. Rush Street
Chicago, Illinois

Workshops & 
Conferences

| Special Events
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E. Thomas Sullivan Receives the 2015 Robert J. Kutak Award

E. Thomas Sullivan, president of the University of Vermont, was named 
the 2015 recipient of the Robert J. Kutak Award. Sullivan became the 26th 
president of Vermont in 2012 after a long and distinguished career in legal 
education. He began his career as a member of the faculty of the University of 
Missouri Law School. He also served on the faculty of Washington University 

in St. Louis before serving as dean the University of Arizona Law School. In 1995, Sullivan became dean of the 
University of Minnesota Law School, and from 2004 through January 2012 he served at Minnesota as senior vice 
president for academic affairs and provost. In addition to his extensive administrative experience, Sullivan is also 
a nationally recognized authority and prolific scholar on antitrust law and complex litigation.

Throughout his career, Sullivan has been an active leader in the Section of Legal Education and Admissions to 
the Bar. He has served as the chair and as a member of numerous ABA sabbatical evaluation teams. Sullivan 
was a member of the Section’s Council from 1996 to 2004, serving as the 2002-2003 Chair. His many other 
contributions to the Section include chairing the Task Force on Accreditation Process, the Task Force on Long 
Range Planning and Strategic Objectives, the Rules Revision Committee, and the Nominations Committee. 

Sullivan received the Robert J. Kutak Award at a reception in his honor on Friday, July 31 during the 2015 ABA 
Annual Meeting in Chicago.

The Robert J. Kutak Award is given out annually by the Section to honor an individual who has made significant 
contributions to the collaboration of the legal academy, the bench, and the bar. The award was established in 
memory of Mr. Kutak, a respected Omaha lawyer, who was committed to legal reform and a strong advocate for 
legal education. 

E. Thomas Sullivan

Several former Kutak Award recipients were on hand to welcome Tom Sullivan to their ranks:  
(left to right) Peter Winograd, James White, Tom Sullivan, Erica Moeser, Jeffrey Lewis, and Gerald VandeWalle.

Kutak Award 
Winner

Special Events| 
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Chair
Joan S. Howland
Associate Dean & Professor
University of Minnesota Law School
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Chair-Elect 
The Honorable Rebecca White Berch
Justice
Supreme Court of Arizona
Phoenix, Arizona

Vice Chair
Gregory G. Murphy
Billings, Montana

Secretary 
Edward N. Tucker, CPA/ABV
Ellin & Tucker, Chartered
Baltimore, Maryland

Immediate Past Chair
The Honorable Solomon Oliver Jr. 
Chief Judge
U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Ohio
Cleveland, Ohio

Jane Aiken 
Professor
Georgetown University Law Center
Washington, D.C.

Diane F. Bosse 
Of Counsel 
Hurwitz & Fine, P.C. 
Buffalo, New York

General Leo A. Brooks (retired) 
Fort Belvoir, Virginia

Michael J. Davis
Professor
University of Kansas School of Law
Lawrence, Kansas

Roger Dennis 
Dean 
Drexel University  
Thomas R. Kline School of Law
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Antonio García-Padilla
Dean Emeritus and Professor
University of Puerto Rico School of Law 
San Juan, Puerto Rico

Tracy Allen Giles
Giles & Lambert, P.C.
Roanoke, Virginia

James J. Hanks 
Partner 
Venable LLP 
Baltimore, Maryland

James M. Klein
Professor
Charleston School of Law 
Charleston, South Carolina

Cynthia Nance
Dean Emeritus and Professor
University of Arkansas  
Robert A. Leflar Law Center 
Fayetteville, Arkansas

The Honorable Jequita H. Napoli
Special Judge
Cleveland County District Court
Norman, Oklahoma

Maureen O’Rourke
Dean
Boston University School of Law
Boston, Massachusetts

Raymond C. Pierce
Partner
Nelson Mullins, et al
Raleigh, North Carolina

2014–2015 
Council 

| Leadership
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Izaac Rowe 
University of Nevada-Las Vegas 
William S. Boyd School of Law
Las Vegas, Nevada 
(Law Student Division Member)

Morgan T. Sammons
Executive Officer
National Register of Health Service Psychologists
Washington, D.C.

House of Delegates Representative
The Honorable Christine M. Durham 
Justice 
Supreme Court of Utah 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

House of Delegates Representative
The Honorable Ruth V. McGregor (retired)
Phoenix, Arizona

Board of Governors Liaison
Thomas R. Curtin
Graham Curtin
Morristown, New Jersey 

Young Lawyers Division Liaison
Daniel Thies
Associate
Sidley Austin LLP
Chicago, Illinois

Back row: Roger Dennis, James Hanks, Tracy Giles, James Klein, Leo Brooks, Ruth McGregor, Morgan Sammons, Diane 
Bosse, Paul Mahoney, Antonio García-Padilla, Michael Davis, William Adams (staff), Izaac Rowe, Camille deJorna (staff)

Front row: Cynthia Nance, Maureen O’Rourke, Raymond Pierce, Gregory Murphy, Rebecca Berch, Joan Howland, 
Solomon Oliver, Edward Tucker, Jequita Napoli, Barry Currier (staff) 

2014–2015 
Council (continued)
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ACCREDITATION

Chair: Thomas C. Galligan Jr.
President
Colby-Sawyer College
New London, New Hampshire

Vice Chair: Rebecca Hanner White
Professor
University of Georgia School of Law
Athens, Georgia

APPEALS PANEL

Chair: Leonard Strickman
Professor
Florida International University 
College of Law
Miami, Florida

BAR ADMISSIONS

Chair: The Honorable Cynthia L. Martin
Judge
Missouri Court of Appeals, Western District
Kansas City, Missouri

DATA POLICY & COLLECTION 

Chair: Christopher M. Pietruszkiewicz
Dean & Professor
Stetson University College of Law
Gulfport, Florida

DEANS WORKSHOP

Co-Chair: Vincent Rougeau
Dean
Boston College Law School
Newton, Massachusetts

Co-Chair: David Wippman 
Dean
University of Minnesota Law School
Minneapolis, Minnesota

FINANCE

Chair: Edward N. Tucker, CPA/ABV
Ellin & Tucker, Chartered
Baltimore, Maryland

KUTAK 

Chair: Jeffrey Lewis 
Dean Emeritus & Professor 
Saint Louis University School of Law
St. Louis, Missouri

NEW DEANS SEMINAR 

Co-Chair: Nora Demleitner
Dean
Washington and Lee University School of Law
Lexington, Virginia

Co-Chair: Robert Rasmussen
Dean
University of Southern California 
Gould School of Law 
Los Angeles, California

NOMINATING

Chair: Kent Syverud
Chancellor & President
Syracuse University
Syracuse, New York

STANDARDS REVIEW

Chair: Scott Pagel
Associate Dean
George Washington University 
Jacob Burns Law Library
Washington, D.C.

2014–2015 
Committee Chairs

| Leadership
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1914-1915 CHARLES E. SHEPARD, Seattle, Washington
1915-1916 HENRY STOCKBRIDGE, Baltimore, Maryland
1916-1917 HAMPTON L. CARSON, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
1917-1918 SELDON P. SPENCER, St. Louis, Missouri
1918-1919 WILLIAM A. BLOUNT, Pensacola, Florida
1919-1920 CHARLES M. HEPBURN, Bloomington, Indiana
1920-1922 ELIHU ROOT, New York, New York
1922-1927 SILAS H. STRAWN, Chicago, Illinois
1927-1929 WILLIAM DRAPER LEWIS, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
1929-1931 GEORGE H. SMITH, Salt Lake City, Utah
1931-1934 JOHN KIRKLAND CLARK, New York, New York
1934-1937 JAMES GRAFTON ROGERS, Boulder, Colorado
1937-1939 R.G. STOREY, Dallas, Texas
1939-1940 CHARLES E. DUNBAR, JR., New Orleans, Louisiana
1940-1941 W. E. STANLEY, Wichita, Kansas
1941-1942 CHARLES W. RACINE, Toledo, Ohio
1942-1945 ALBERT J. HARNO, Urbana, Illinois
1945-1947 JOSEPH A. McCLAIN, JR., Durham, North Carolina 
1947-1949 HERBERT W. CLARK, San Francisco, California
1949-1951 RICHARD BENTLEY, Chicago, Illinois
1951-1953 THOMAS F. McDONALD, St. Louis, Missouri
1953-1955 JOHN M. ALLISON, Tampa, Florida
1955-1958 HERBERT W. CLARK, San Francisco, California
1958-1959 HOMER D. CROTTY, Los Angeles, California
1959-1961 PETER H. HOLME, JR., Denver, Colorado
1961-1963 F.D.G. RIBBLE, Charlottesville, Virginia
1963-1964 CHARLES L. DECKER, Chicago, Illinois
1964-1966 OLIN E. WATTS, Jacksonville, Florida
1966-1968 G.W. PARKER, JR., Fort Worth, Texas
1968-1969 ROBERT McD. SMITH, Birmingham, Alabama
1969-1970 HAROLD G. REUSCHLEIN, Villanova, Pennsylvania
1970-1971 MAXIMILIAN W. KEMPNER, New York, New York
1971-1972 EDWARD W. KUHN, Memphis, Tennessee
1972-1973 THOMAS H. ADAMS, Detroit, Michigan
1973-1974 CHARLES D. KELSO, Indianapolis, Indiana
1974-1975 R. W. NAHSTOLL, Portland, Oregon 
1975-1976 E. CLINTON BAMBERGER, JR., Washington, D.C. 
1976-1977 GEORGE N. LEIGHTON, Chicago, Illinois

Prior Council  
Chairs

Leadership | 
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1977-1978 JOSEPH R. JULIN, Gainesville, Florida
1978-1979 SAMUEL D. THURMAN, Salt Lake City, Utah
1979-1980 LAWRENCE NEWMAN, New York, New York
1980-1981 WILLARD L. BOYD, Iowa City, Iowa
1981-1982 GORDON D. SCHABER, Sacramento, California
1982-1983 TALBOT D’ALEMBERTE, Miami, Florida
1983-1984 ROBERT B. McKAY, New York, New York
1984-1985 SAMUEL J. ROBERTS, Erie, Pennsylvania
1985-1986 ALFRED T. GOODWIN, Pasadena, California
1986-1987 FRANK K. WALWER, Tulsa, Oklahoma
1987-1988 ROSALIE E. WAHL, St. Paul, Minnesota
1988-1989 PHILIP S. ANDERSON, Little Rock, Arkansas
1989-1990 NORMAN REDLICH, New York, New York
1990-1991 JOSÉ GARCIA-PEDROSA, Miami, Florida
1991-1992 HENRY RAMSEY, JR., Washington, D.C.
1992-1993 NINA S. APPEL, Chicago, Illinois
1993-1994 ROBERT A. STEIN, Minneapolis, Minnesota
1994-1995 JOSEPH W. BELLACOSA, Albany, New York
1995-1996 ERICA MOESER, Madison, Wisconsin
1996-1997 RUDOLPH C. HASL, Jamaica, New York
1997-1998 BEVERLY TARPLEY, Abilene, Texas
1998-1999 RANDALL T. SHEPARD, Indianapolis, Indiana
1999-2000 ROBERT K. WALSH, Winston-Salem, North Carolina
2000-2001 DIANE C. YU, St. Louis, Missouri 
2001-2002 GERALD W. VANDEWALLE, Bismarck, North Dakota 
2002-2003 E. THOMAS SULLIVAN, Minneapolis, Minnesota
2003-2004 PAULINE A. SCHNEIDER, Washington, D.C.
2004-2005 ELIZABETH B. LACY, Richmond, Virginia
2005-2006 STEVEN R. SMITH, San Diego, California
2006-2007 WILLIAM R. RAKES, Roanoke, Virginia
2007-2008 RUTH V. MCGREGOR, Phoenix, Arizona
2008-2009 RANDY A. HERTZ, New York, New York
2009-2010 JEROME C. HAFTER, Jackson, Mississippi
2010-2011 CHRISTINE M. DURHAM, Salt Lake City, Utah
2011-2012 JOHN F. O’BRIEN, Boston, Massachusetts
2012-2013 KENT D. SYVERUD, St. Louis, Missouri
2013-2014 SOLOMON OLIVER, JR., Cleveland, Ohio 
2014-2015 JOAN S. HOWLAND, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Prior Council  
Chairs (continued)

| Leadership
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1927-1930 H. CLAUDE HORACK, Advisor
1930-1934 WILL SHAFROTH, Advisor
1934-1935 ROBERT L. STEARNS, Advisor
1935-1940 WILL SHAFROTH, Advisor
1940-1941 LAWRENCE DeMUTH, Advisor
1941-1946 RUSSELL SULLIVAN, Acting Advisor
1946-1948 LAWRENCE DeMUTH, Advisor
1948-1968 JOHN G. HERVEY, Advisor
1968-1973 MILLARD H. RUUD, Consultant
1974-2000 JAMES P. WHITE, Consultant
2000-2006 JOHN A. SEBERT, Consultant
2006-2012 HULETT H. ASKEW, Consultant 
2012-  BARRY CURRIER, Managing Director

Prior Consultants

Leadership | 
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Section Membership 2011–2012 2012–2013 2013–2014 2014–2015
Law Students 1,658 1,409 1,157 1,048
Associates 1,299 1,268 1,243 1,192
Lawyers 10,501 10,735 10,408 9,980
TOTALS 13,458 13,412 12,808 12,220

Section Membership 2011–2012 2012–2013 2013–2014 2014–2015
Individual Members 3,064 3,820 3,432 2,430
Faculty Group Program 10,394 9,592 9,376 9,790

Section  
Membership  
Report

| Section Activities



492014–2015 Annual Report

William Adams 
Deputy Managing Director

Harold Bradford  
Administrative Assistant

Carl A. Brambrink 
Director of Operations

Edwin Butterfoss 
Accreditation Project Director  
for the Accreditation Process

JR Clark 
Paralegal

Barry Currier 
Managing Director

Camille deJorna 
Associate Consultant

Marsha Factor 
Paralegal

Stephanie Giggetts 
Assistant Consultant

Shirley Gonzalez 
Paralegal

Beverly Holmes 
Program Assistant

Mary McNulty 
Senior Technology, Publishing  

& Marketing Specialist

Donna Mosher 
Executive Assistant to the Managing Director

Erin Ruehrwein 
Section Director

Cathy Schrage 
Executive Assistant for Accreditation

Charlotte (Becky) Stretch 
Assistant Consultant

Adrienne Tucker 
Senior Meeting Planner

Kenneth Williams 
Data Specialist

Back row: Donna Mosher, Beverly Holmes, Harold Bradford, Marsha Factor, Adrienne Tucker, Ken Williams, JR Clark,  
Mary McNulty, Erin Ruehrwein

Front row: Stephanie Giggetts, William Adams, Barry Currier, Camille deJorna, Charlotte (Becky) Stretch

Not pictured: Carl Brambrink, Edwin Butterfoss, Shirley Gonzalez, Cathy Schrage

Section Staff

Section Activities | 
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Syllabus, the Section’s quarterly e-newsletter keeps members up-to-date on Section 
news, changes in the Standards and Rules for Approval of Law Schools, and innovations 
in legal education. An archive of past issues is available on the Syllabus web page. 

2014-2015 ABA Standards and Rules for Approval of Law Schools

Outlining the Standards and Rules with which law schools must comply to obtain 
and retain ABA approval, the 2014-2015 edition reflects all changes approved by 
the Council during the year. The revised Standards and Rules were legally effective 
as of the end of the ABA Annual Meeting on August 12, 2014. However, cognizant 
that law schools will need time to do the work that some of the changed Standards 
require, the Council and the Section established a transition and implementation 
plan. To facilitate that transition, the 2014-2015 edition of the ABA Standards and 
Rules for Approval of Law Schools contains both the 2013-2014 Standards and the 
2014-2015 revised Standards.

The Internal Operating Practices, Council Statements, and Consultant’s Memos were 
removed from the book but are available online on the Section’s Standards page. 

Comprehensive Guide to Bar Admission Requirements

Co-published with the National Conference of Bar Examiners, the Comprehensive 
Guide charts the rules and practices of all U.S. jurisdictions for admission to the Bar 
by examination and on motion. It also contains a directory of state bar admission 
agencies.

Publications

| Section Activities

http://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_education/publications/syllabus_archives.html
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http://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_education/resources/standards.html
http://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_education/resources/standards.html
http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/publications/misc/legal_education/ComprehensiveGuidetoBarAdmissions/2015_comp_guide.pdf
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2013–2014 Annual Report 

The Section’s Annual Report provides an overview of the activities and accomplishments 
of the Section during the previous Association year, including law school site evaluation 
teams, Council and committee leadership, and the list of ABA-approved law schools.

Section website: www.americanbar.org/legaled

The Section’s website offers an abundance of resources for law school faculty, 
law students, and prospective law students. Popular pages include the list of 
ABA-approved law schools, Standards and Rules for Approval of Law Schools, bar 
admissions, legal education statistics, and the post-JD/non-JD programs offered at 
ABA-approved law schools. 

Through the website, legal education professionals can learn about upcoming 
conferences and workshops. 

Official Guide to ABA-Approved Law Schools

This online database allows users to access consumer information on all ABA-approved 
law schools. Search categories include admission requirements, tuition and expenses, 
curriculum and faculty, graduate employment information, and bar pass rates. 

Publications
(continued)

Section Activities | 
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The University of Akron 
C. Blake McDowell Law Center 
Akron, Ohio

University of Alabama 
School of Law 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama

Albany Law School 
Albany, New York

American University 
Washington College of Law 
Washington, D.C.

Appalachian School of Law 
Grundy, Virginia

The University of Arizona 
James E. Rogers College of Law 
Tucson, Arizona

Arizona State University 
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law 
Tempe, Arizona

Arizona Summit Law School 
Phoenix, Arizona

University of Arkansas 
School of Law 
Fayetteville, Arkansas

University of Arkansas at Little Rock 
William H. Bowen School of Law 
Little Rock, Arkansas

Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School 
Atlanta, Georgia

Ave Maria School of Law 
Naples, Florida

University of Baltimore 
School of Law 
Baltimore, Maryland

Barry University 
Dwayne O. Andreas School of Law 
Orlando, Florida

Baylor University 
School of Law 
Waco, Texas

*Belmont University 
College of Law 
Nashville, Tennessee

Boston College 
Law School 
Newton, Massachusetts

Boston University 
School of Law 
Boston, Massachusetts

Brigham Young University 
J. Reuben Clark Law School 
Provo, Utah

Brooklyn Law School 
Brooklyn, New York

University of Buffalo  
Law School (SUNY)  
Buffalo, New York

University of California-Berkeley 
School of Law 
Berkeley, California

University of California- 
Davis, School of Law 
Davis, California

University of California-Hastings  
College of the Law 
San Francisco, California

University of California-Irvine 
School of Law 
Irvine, California

University of California at Los Angeles 
School of Law 
Los Angeles, California

California Western 
School of Law 
San Diego, California

ABA-Approved 
Law Schools
(as of August 31, 2015)

| Section Activities
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532014–2015 Annual Report

Campbell University 
Norman Adrian Wiggins School of Law 
Raleigh, North Carolina

Capital University 
Law School 
Columbus, Ohio

Case Western Reserve University 
Franklin T. Backus School of Law 
Cleveland, Ohio

The Catholic University of America 
Columbus School of Law 
Washington, D.C.

Chapman University 
Dale E. Fowler School of Law 
Orange, California

Charleston School of Law 
Charleston, South Carolina

Charlotte School of Law 
Charlotte, North Carolina

University of Chicago  
Law School 
Chicago, Illinois

Chicago-Kent College of Law 
Illinois Institute of Technology 
Chicago, Illinois

University of Cincinnati  
College of Law 
Cincinnati, Ohio

City University of New York 
School of Law (CUNY) 
Long Island City, New York

Cleveland State University 
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law 
Cleveland, Ohio

University of Colorado  
Law School 
Boulder, Colorado

Columbia University 
School of Law 
New York, New York

*Concordia University 
School of Law 
Boise, Idaho

University of Connecticut  
School of Law 
Hartford, Connecticut

Cornell Law School 
Ithaca, New York

Creighton University 
School of Law 
Omaha, Nebraska

University of Dayton 
School of Law 
Dayton, Ohio

University of Denver 
Sturm College of Law 
Denver, Colorado

DePaul University 
College of Law 
Chicago, Illinois

University of Detroit Mercy  
School of Law 
Detroit, Michigan

University of the District of Columbia 
David A. Clarke School of Law 
Washington, D.C.

Drake University 
Law School 
Des Moines, Iowa

Drexel University  
Thomas R. Kline School of Law 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Duke University 
School of Law 
Durham, North Carolina

ABA-Approved 
Law Schools

(continued)
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Duquesne University 
School of Law 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Elon University 
School of Law  
Greensboro, North Carolina

Emory University 
School of Law 
Atlanta, Georgia

Faulkner University 
Thomas Goode Jones School of Law 
Montgomery, Alabama

Florida A&M University 
College of Law 
Orlando, Florida

Florida Coastal School of Law 
Jacksonville, Florida

University of Florida 
Fredric G. Levin College of Law 
Gainesville, Florida 

Florida International University 
College of Law 
Miami, Florida

Florida State University 
College of Law 
Tallahassee, Florida

Fordham University 
School of Law 
New York, New York

George Mason University 
School of Law 
Arlington, Virginia

George Washington University 
Law School 
Washington, D.C.

Georgetown University 
Law Center 
Washington, D.C.

University of Georgia  
School of Law 
Athens, Georgia 

Georgia State University 
College of Law 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Golden Gate University 
School of Law 
San Francisco, California

Gonzaga University 
School of Law 
Spokane, Washington

Hamline University 
School of Law 
St. Paul, Minnesota

Harvard Law School 
Cambridge, Massachusetts

University of Hawai’i 
William S. Richardson School of Law 
Honolulu, Hawai’i 

Hofstra University 
School of Law 
Hempstead, New York 

University of Houston 
Law Center 
Houston, Texas 

Howard University 
School of Law 
Washington, D.C.

University of Idaho 
College of Law 
Moscow, Idaho

University of Illinois 
College of Law 
Champaign, Illinois 

Indiana University-Bloomington 
Maurer School of Law 
Bloomington, Indiana 

ABA-Approved 
Law Schools
(continued)

| Section Activities
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Indiana University–Indianapolis 
Robert H. McKinney School of Law 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Inter American University of Puerto Rico 
School of Law 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 

University of Iowa 
College of Law 
Iowa City, Iowa 

The John Marshall Law School 
Chicago, Illinois

Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center & School 
U.S. Army 
Charlottesville, Virginia

University of Kansas 
School of Law 
Lawrence, Kansas 

University of Kentucky 
College of Law 
Lexington, Kentucky 

*University of La Verne 
College of Law 
Ontario, California

Lewis & Clark Law School 
Portland, Oregon

Liberty University 
School of Law 
Lynchburg, Virginia

*Lincoln Memorial University 
Duncan School of Law 
Knoxville, Tennessee

Louisiana State University 
Paul M. Hebert Law Center 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

University of Louisville 
Louis D. Brandeis School of Law 
Louisville, Kentucky 

Loyola Law School 
Los Angeles, California

Loyola University-Chicago 
School of Law 
Chicago, Illinois

Loyola University-New Orleans 
College of Law 
New Orleans, Louisiana

University of Maine 
School of Law 
Portland, Maine 

Marquette University 
Law School 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

University of Maryland 
Francis King Carey School of Law 
Baltimore, Maryland

*University of Massachusetts 
School of Law-Dartmouth 
North Dartmouth, Massachusetts

University of Memphis 
Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law 
Memphis, Tennessee 

Mercer University 
Walter F. George School of Law 
Macon, Georgia

University of Miami 
School of Law 
Coral Gables, Florida 

University of Michigan 
Law School 
Ann Arbor, Michigan

Michigan State University 
College of Law 
East Lansing, Michigan 

University of Minnesota 
Law School 
Minneapolis, Minnesota

ABA-Approved 
Law Schools

(continued)
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University of Mississippi  
School of Law 
University, Mississippi 

Mississippi College 
School of Law 
Jackson, Mississippi 

University of Missouri 
School of Law 
Columbia, Missouri 

University of Missouri-Kansas City 
School of Law 
Kansas City, Missouri 

University of Montana 
School of Law 
Missoula, Montana 

University of Nebraska 
College of Law 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

University of Nevada-Las Vegas  
William S. Boyd School of Law 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

New England Law | Boston 
Boston, Massachusetts 

University of New Hampshire 
School of Law  
Concord, New Hampshire

The University of New Mexico 
School of Law 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

New York Law School 
New York, New York 

New York University 
School of Law 
New York, New York 

University of North Carolina  
School of Law 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

North Carolina Central University 
School of Law 
Durham, North Carolina 

University of North Dakota 
School of Law 
Grand Forks, North Dakota

Northeastern University 
School of Law 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Northern Illinois University 
College of Law 
DeKalb, Illinois 

Northern Kentucky University 
Salmon P. Chase College of Law 
Highland Heights, Kentucky

Northwestern University 
Pritzker School of Law 
Chicago, Illinois 

Notre Dame Law School 
Notre Dame, Indiana 

Nova Southeastern University 
Shepard Broad Law Center 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

Ohio Northern University 
Claude W. Pettit College of Law 
Ada, Ohio 

The Ohio State University 
Michael E. Moritz College of Law 
Columbus, Ohio

University of Oklahoma 
College of Law 
Norman, Oklahoma 

Oklahoma City University 
School of Law 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

University of Oregon 
School of Law 
Eugene, Oregon 

ABA-Approved 
Law Schools
(continued)
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Pace University School of Law 
White Plains, New York 

University of the Pacific 
McGeorge School of Law 
Sacramento, California

Penn State University-Dickinson Law 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania

Penn State University-Penn State Law 
University Park, Pennsylvania

University of Pennsylvania 
Law School 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Pepperdine University 
School of Law 
Malibu, California 

University of Pittsburgh 
School of Law 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto Rico 
Faculty of Law 
Ponce, Puerto Rico

University of Puerto Rico 
School of Law 
San Juan, Puerto Rico

Quinnipiac University 
School of Law 
Hamden, Connecticut 

Regent University 
School of Law 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 

University of Richmond 
T.C. Williams School of Law 
Richmond, Virginia

Roger Williams University 
School of Law 
Bristol, Rhode Island 

Rutgers Universiy 
School of Law 
Camden/Newark, New Jersey 

St. John’s University 
School of Law 
Jamaica, New York 

Saint Louis University 
School of Law 
St. Louis, Missouri

St. Mary’s University 
School of Law 
San Antonio, Texas 

University of St. Thomas 
School of Law 
Minneapolis, Minnesota

St. Thomas University 
School of Law 
Miami Gardens, Florida 

Samford University 
Cumberland School of Law 
Birmingham, Alabama 

University of San Diego 
School of Law 
San Diego, California

University of San Francisco 
School of Law 
San Francisco, California

Santa Clara University 
School of Law 
Santa Clara, California 

Seattle University 
School of Law 
Seattle, Washington

Seton Hall University 
School of Law 
Newark, New Jersey

ABA-Approved 
Law Schools

(continued)
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University of South Carolina 
School of Law 
Columbia, South Carolina 

University of South Dakota 
School of Law 
Vermillion, South Dakota

South Texas College of Law 
Houston, Texas

University of Southern California 
Gould School of Law 
Los Angeles, California

Southern Illinois University 
School of Law 
Carbondale, Illinois

Southern Methodist University 
Dedman School of Law 
Dallas, Texas

Southern University 
Law Center 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Southwestern Law School 
Los Angeles, California

Stanford University 
Law School 
Stanford, California 

Stetson University 
College of Law 
Gulfport, Florida 

Suffolk University 
Law School 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Syracuse University 
College of Law 
Syracuse, New York 

Temple University 
James E. Beasley School of Law 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

University of Tennessee  
College of Law 
Knoxville, Tennessee

University of Texas 
School of Law 
Austin, Texas

Texas A&M University 
School of Law 
Fort Worth, Texas

Texas Southern University 
Thurgood Marshall School of Law 
Houston, Texas 

Texas Tech University 
School of Law 
Lubbock, Texas

Thomas Jefferson School of Law 
San Diego, California 

University of Toledo 
College of Law 
Toledo, Ohio 

Touro College 
Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center 
Central Islip, New York 

Tulane University 
Law School 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

University of Tulsa 
College of Law 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 

University of Utah 
S.J. Quinney College of Law 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

Valparaiso University 
School of Law 
Valparaiso, Indiana 

Vanderbilt University 
Law School 
Nashville, Tennessee 
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Vermont Law School 
South Royalton, Vermont 

Villanova University 
School of Law 
Villanova, Pennsylvania 

University of Virginia 
School of Law 
Charlottesville, Virginia 

Wake Forest University 
School of Law 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 

Washburn University 
School of Law 
Topeka, Kansas

University of Washington 
School of La  w 
Seattle, Washington

Washington and Lee University 
School of Law 
Lexington, Virginia 

Washington University 
School of Law 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Wayne State University 
Law School 
Detroit, Michigan

West Virginia University 
College of Law 
Morgantown, West Virginia 

Western Michigan University 
Thomas M. Cooley Law School 
Lansing, Michigan 

Western New England University 
School of Law 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Western State College of Law 
at Argosy University 
Fullerton, California

Whittier Law School 
Costa Mesa, California 

Widener University 
Commonwealth Law School 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

Widener University 
Delaware Law School 
Wilmington, Delaware

Willamette University 
College of Law 
Salem, Oregon 

College of William and Mary 
Marshall-Wythe Law School 
Williamsburg, Virginia 

William Mitchell College of Law 
St. Paul, Minnesota

University of Wisconsin 
Law School 
Madison, Wisconsin 

University of Wyoming 
College of Law 
Laramie, Wyoming 

Yale Law School 
New Haven, Connecticut

Yeshiva University 
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law 
New York, New York

* Provisionally Approved
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