
Letters to the Editor

Prop. S Was
Misleading to
Some Voters

Preservation
Goals Protect
City’s Past

Editor,

So Proposition S passed.
What does it prove?  Yes the

voters want the city to provide
essential services, but there is
much more to this story than
meets the eye.    

For one thing, it proves the
power of the media. The “YES
on Prop. S” campaign outspent
the No side by a factor of 627.
Villaraigosa and company man-
aged to get $3.2 million to adver-
tise their yes on Prop. S position,
contrasted with just $5100 for
the “no” side.  Kind of lopsided,
I would say.  Interestingly, when
you consider return-on-invest-
ment, every vote for the “yes”
side cost $8.50.  Every vote for
the “no” side cost just three
cents.  Under the circumstances,
it is encouraging that there were
so many voters who saw through
the deception of the proponents
of Prop. S.  

Perhaps more salient was the
way Prop. S was written and pre-
sented to the voters. The fact is it
was shown as a tax reduction,
when it is not.  It used the clever
word “modernization” when it
actually was an expansion of
communications services to be
taxed.  One had to be a lawyer to
dig into the fine print and
exhume the reality buried within.
I wonder if what we need to do to
get the official Voter Information
Pamphlet written so that most
citizens can understand the real
issues, unbiased by whoever
wrote the material published. 

As a result of the handling and
presentation for Prop. S, the
mayor and city council have lost
the respect of many voters.
What’s more, I wonder when our
elected “leaders” will start to
change how they run our city’s
fiscal affairs - reduce waste,
improve efficiencies, and earn
revenues with endeavors that

will bring money into the city
rather than more sales taxes,
fees, and borrowings (bond
issues).  It can be done.  

George Epstein
Detroit Street 

Editor, 

Ithink the letter by Woody
McBreairty (in the February 7

issue of the Park Labrea
News/Beverly Press) is just a
great example of how people are
lost in confusion why historic
preservation is so important. And
for some reason he believes most
buildings should be bulldozed
down.

What Mr. McBreairty fails to
realize or consider is that the City
of West Hollywood has ignored
the keeping of an up-to-date sur-
vey list on possible properties in
our city for over 15 years that
may have historic preservation
standards to be considered or
met, whether it was for the archi-
tecture or for the social or cultur-
al aspects to be deemed historic.
Only last year did the city finally
start to compile an up-to-date
survey list that for some reason,
still has not been completed.

It’s sad how our city fails to
continue to keep up with the
strides of up-to-date historic
preservation lists like many fine
cities do, like Los Angeles and
Santa Monica. Every street does
not have to be giant buildings of
stucco and glass.

Jerome Cleary
West Hollywood 
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Additional Victims Sought in Internet Sex Case

Richard Willrodt

Los Angeles Police Department
detectives have arrested a 48-

year-old man from Camarillo who
is suspected of attempting to
arrange meetings with underage
boys over the Internet for the pur-
pose of having sex. Authorities are
now trying to determine whether
the suspect has had contact with
any additional victims.

Police arrested the suspect,
Richard Willrodt, on February 9 at
the Bonaventure Hotel in down-
town Los Angeles after hotel secu-
rity and firefighters discovered a
drunk, 15-year-old boy in the sus-
pect’s suite. Willrodt and the boy
met on Craigslist.  Detectives have
released the man’s photograph
with the hope other victims will
recognize him.

“This man drove all the way
from Camarillo to East Los
Angeles to meet a young boy he
merely knew from the Internet,”
said Lt. Paul Vernon, head of
LAPD’s Central Detective
Division.  “Willing or not, children
under 18-years-old cannot give
consent for sexual relations. This is
a very serious crime.”

alcohol consumption.
“Once inside the room, para-

medics realized the young man
was under age and they called for
police,” Vernon said.

Police officers detained Willrodt
and took him to the police station.
Following questioning, detectives
arrested Willrodt for Lewd and
Lascivious Acts with a Minor, a
felony.  His bail was set at
$20,000.

Detectives seized Willrodt’s lap-
top computer in the room as well
as other items. The boy was exam-
ined at a local hospital and
released to his guardian.

“This case should be a loud
wake-up call to parents to monitor
and limit their children’s activity
on the Internet,” Vernon added.
“We are releasing Willrodt’s pho-
tograph in the event he may have
contacted other children in similar
rendezvous.  

Anyone with information related
to this case should call Det. Thayer
Lake at (213)972-1226. During
weekends and off-hours, call the
24-hour LAPD detective informa-
tion hotline at (877)LAWFULL.

Late Saturday night, a couple at
the Bonaventure Hotel com-
plained to security about noise in
the adjoining room.  Security
investigated, and asked the tenants
to quiet down. Willrodt, the regis-
tered guest, promised to keep the
noise down.  A short time later,
security responded again with the
fire department, and they discov-
ered the boy in Willrodt’s room
had passed out from apparent

‘Heroes’ Get Special Offer

photo by Doug Kim

Young lawyer volunteers, Brooks Paley (left) and Galorah
Keshavarz, discussed estate information with Beverly Hills police
officer Kurt Trerise during an event held on February 9 in conjunction
with the Wills for Heroes Foundation. The American Bar Association
Young Lawyers Division, together with the Wills for Heroes
Foundation and the Beverly Hills Bar Association Barristers, drafted
free wills for about 100 Beverly Hills firefighters and police officers.
For more information on Wills for Heroes, visit the website at
www.willsforheroes.org.

Editor’s note: the City of West
Hollywood does not keep a list of
every potential property that
could meet standards for historic
preservation, but deals with them
on a case-by-case basis.
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