National Online Youth Summit
Frequently Asked Questions
What is the purpose of the Summit?
The National Online Youth Summit (NOYS) is designed to help high school students learn
about a timely, law-related topic, and develop informed opinions about the issue. Students
complete a series of activities designed by the ABA to build their knowledge and sharpen
skills, such as critical thinking, research, civil discussion, writing, analysis, synthesis, selfdirection, and cooperation.
Students will be asked to share thoughts and to take part in online discussions with other
students across the country. The discussion is asynchronous — meaning that students do
not need to be online at the same time.
Is the curriculum provided?
Yes. The activities provided in the Curriculum Guide are designed to provide students with
an interactive introduction to a law-related topic. The activities can be easily adapted to
suit your classroom needs and your students’ abilities. Ongoing instructional support from
ABA staff is provided throughout the project. Additional resources will also be made
available.
When does the Summit take place?
The Summit takes place during the second-half of the school year, between January and
May. Approximately 10-12 activities will take place over a 12 week period.
What do I need to do to prepare for the Summit?
You will need to participate in an hour long online orientation session and complete
required orientation activities. You will also need to integrate the program curriculum into
your students' course of study.
How do students communicate with other schools? Will I need to install any
software?
Students and teachers will communicate with each other and other schools through the use
of FuseTalk, an Internet-based software. FuseTalk is an online message board where
participants can post messages related to the topic at hand.
The first time you log-in to FuseTalk, you will be prompted to install an application. This
application is used for composing posts and will need to be installed on each computer that
is used during the summit. The installation is quick and automatic, but you may have
problems if your school computers are behind firewalls. You will want to check with your
school's technology expert to make sure you can download the application.
Are there any other technical requirements I should know about?
FuseTalk will work with any of the following browsers installed on your computers:
•
•
•
•

Internet Explorer (IE) version 4 and higher
Netscape version 4 and higher
Opera version 5.12 and higher
Safari
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•

Firefox version 1.0 and higher (Note: There are known display issues with this
browser)

To participate in the Summit, you will need to provide school computers with Internet
access for student use. You will also need to have a valid e-mail address, use e-mail on a
regular basis, and agree to subscribe to a Summit listserv.
Is technical support provided?
ABA will help you to learn the software, but cannot help you to manage your technology.
You may need to seek support from technical staff at your school.
Will just anybody be able to access my students' posts?
No! Online discussions among participants will occur via FuseTalk, a private web-based
discussion board available only to registered participants. FuseTalk is a controlled
environment where discussions can take place and be stored. Only students and teachers
involved in the summit will be able to see your students' posts.
Will my students be able to write whatever they want on the message board?
No. We encourage you to ask your students to draft their posts offline, so that you can
review the message before students post it online. You will also be responsible for managing
your students' use of the Web, and engaging them in discussions on the message board.
ABA staff is also active in monitoring web conferences.
Does the program meet national standards? What about state standards?
Yes. The Summit curriculum is adaptable, and can be aligned with many national and state
standards.
Do students need permission from their parents to participate in the summit?
We encourage you to seek parental permission for students to participate in the online
aspect of the Summit.
Do I have to pay to apply?
No, the Summit is a free, interdisciplinary program. All we ask is that teachers hand in
final reports, evaluations, and post tests.
How long has this program been around?
The first National Online Youth Summit was held in 1999. Since then, eleven summits
have taken place, and more than 4,000 students have participated.
Over the last eleven years, students have told us that they enjoy the experience of online
discussion with other high school kids in different parts of the country. Our pre- and posttests show that students improve their knowledge of the topic during the course of the
Summit.
How do I apply?
You will need to complete an application form, and ask your school principal to send a letter
of support.
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