
 
 

Page 1 
 

American Bar Association 

Fifth Circuit 

“Pleading the Fifth” 

 

Circuit Handbook  

Table of Contents 

1.  What Can You Do Within the ABA? 
2.  The ABA Law Student Division Structure 
3.  Your Division and Circuit Leadership  
4.  Your Circuit Leadership By School  
5.  Becoming an ABA Student Leader 
6.  The ABA Jobs Bank 
7.  Circuit Meetings 
8.  ABA Student Funding Opportunities 
9.  ABA Publications 
10.  Division Awards 

 
Circuit website: http://www.abanet.org/lsd/5thcircuit/home.html 



 
 

Page 2 
 

What Can You Do within the ABA? 
 

Engage the Broader ABA! (See page 3-4[Structure, Sections]) 
 

Network, network, network! (See pages 4, 5-10 [Sections, Leadership]) 
 

Talk to your Local Leadership! Have questions? Want to get more involved? 
They are here to help you. (See pages 7-10 [Circuit Leadership, Leadership by 
School]) 
 

Serve as a Leader in the ABA! (See page 11 [Div/Cir leadership, Application]) 
 

Find a Job! (See page 12-13 [Job Bank]) 
 

Attend the Fall and Spring Circuit Meetings! (See page 14[Meetings Page]) 
 

Apply for ABA First-Time-Event Grants! (See pages 15-16 [Grant pages]) 
 

Submit your Local Program for an ABA Award! (See page 17 [Award page]) 
 

Write for an ABA Publication! (See page 18 [Publication page]) 
 

Learn about Your Area of Law! (See pages 4, 14, 18 [Section page, Meetings 
page, publications page]) 
 

Participate in a Division Competition! (See page 19 [Competition]) 
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The ABA Structure and You 
 

With over 400,000 members, 
the American Bar 
Association is the largest 
professional organization on 
the face of the planet! It is 
comprised of students, 
judges, professors, attorneys, 
and other legal professionals 
from across the nation. State 
and local bar associations are 
heavily involved with the 
ABA, using its breadth to 
strengthen their own 
organizations. 

The Law Student Division is the 
largest division of the ABA, 
representing the interests of all 46,000 
law students nationwide. Additionally, 
the Division provides programming 
and opportunities for member law 
students. The Division is divided into 
fifteen Circuits, each of which is 
represented on the Division Board of 
Governors by the Circuit’s Governor.  

 

The Fifth Circuit is comprised the twenty-seven 
law schools in Alabama, Florida, Tennessee, 
Mississippi, Georgia, and Puerto Rico. Through the 
efforts of the Governor and Lt. Governors, the 
Circuit provides a wide variety of support to local 
Student Bar Associations, law school organizations, 
and individual students. 

American Bar Association 

Law Student 
Division 

Law Student Division 

Fifth 
Circuit 

Fifth Circuit 

Your 
School 
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The ABA Connection:  

The National Network 

 Join one the following entities of the legal field that interests you. Receive information about 
developments in that field of law. Attend meetings of attorneys who practice in that field of law. 
Better yet, apply to be a Division Liaison for the entity! (See page 11 [Become leader]) 

     

          

Go Local with the ABA 
 
Even if you only intend on 

practicing on a local or state-wide 
level, the ABA serves as a critical hub 
for state and local bar associations.  
 

You can trust that the ABA will be 
there, at all stages of your career, to 
make your legal leadership more 
effective. For you as a student, this is a 
great networking opportunity. 

Indeed, the ABA Annual Meeting 
includes representatives from all state 
bars, along with all of the local bars 
from each state. These local and state 
representatives are so numerous that 
each state bar hosts a meeting as a part 
of the ABA Annual Meeting.  

Additionally, practice-area leaders 
within each state are highly involved 
with the ABA Sections pertaining to that 
area of practice. By joining the Section 
of law you are interested in, you will be 
able to develop relationships with 
members of your state and local bars, as 
well as others from across the nation. 
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Division Leadership 
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Your Circuit Leadership Team 
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Your Local Leadership 
 Every ABA leader in the Circuit is here to respond to your needs. Don’t hesitate to reach out 
to these individuals at your school to find out more about what the ABA can do for you, and how 
you can get involved! 

 
 
 

How Can You Become an ABA Leader?  
Just Apply and Seek the Votes of Your Fellow Students! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

To submit your application and for more information, go to: http://www.abanet.org/lsd/elections/ 
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ABA Jobs Bank 
 The ABA Jobs Bank provides you with another valuable resource to help your 
professional outreach. Capitalizing on the national scope of the ABA, your 
professional profile will be available to employers across the country.  

Here’s how you can take advantage of it, step-by-step: 
 

Step 1: Click on the “ABA Job Board” link at www.abanet.org/lsd 

 
Step 2: Click on the “Job Board” link on the next page. 
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Step 3: Click on the “Sign Up Now” button, post your resume, and search 

through the job opportunities that just became available to you! 
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Circuit Meetings 
 

 

Our Annual Fall Roundtable Meeting took place on October 22nd and 23rd in Miami, 
FL at the University of Miami School of Law. This meeting includes students from four 
Circuits, the 4th, 6th, and our own 5th, and we are lucky to be hosting it within our circuit. As a 
result, it is a great and unique opportunity (particularly for students in our Circuit) to learn, 
network, and get to know your future colleagues from across the nation. I look forward to 
meeting you there, especially the SBA Presidents and ABA Representatives whose attendance so 
important for their students. The programming promises to make it a valuable experience for 
attendees! 

 
 

This meeting will be held in late February or early March, exact date to be determined. 
However, we do know that it will be held in either Atlanta or Puerto Rico. This location will 
mean that students from all of schools will have an easier opportunity to participate. Again, 
attendees will benefit from some great programming and networking opportunities, with a dash 
of local culture and nightlife. 

Additionally, it is at this meeting that elections for future leadership will take place; 
candidates will be voted on by the SBA Presidents and ABA Representatives from each school. 
In light of that, it is especially important for you, your SBA President, and ABA Representative 
to attend and support the hopefully-numerous candidates from your school! 

 

 
       This is a networking and learning experience that is simply incredible. Lawyers from all 
over the country and the world attend this meeting, and you can join them as a fellow member of 
the ABA. You’ll be able to:  

‐ Attend meetings of Sections of law and meet lawyers who are practicing the type of law you 
want to practice 

‐ Attend CLE presentations about engaging legal issues 

‐ Meet your fellow law students from across the country 

‐ Attend meetings of your state bar association and meet your state’s leaders 

Fall Roundtable Meeting 

Spring Circuit Meeting 

ABA Annual Meeting 
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ABA Law Student Division Grant Program 

There is money waiting to support your 
efforts! Send in your applications! 

Student Bar Associations, free up funds for other activities by helping your 
organizations take advantage of this opportunity! 

Student organizations, use these funds to take your organization’s activity to a 
new level! 

For more information, go to http://www.abanet.org/lsd/grant/  

Public Interest, Diversity and Professionalism Grants 

The ABA Law Student Division, through its Grant Program, provides financial and 
program support to student organizations of ABA-approved law schools to establish first-time 
programs and other activities that emphasize diversity, ethics, professionalism training, law 
student mental health and wellness, veterans advocacy and public interest/service activities. 

The Grant Program is designed to assist law student organizations that implement new 
programs. By helping student groups achieve a successful first-time event, the Grant Program 
anticipates that a law school dean, student bar association, or other organization will thereafter 
find financial support for the event in successive years. The Grant Fund is not intended to 
support fundraisers, to be used as a source for donating to charitable organizations or to be a 
source for funding student travel. ABA Law Student Division sponsored events should benefit a 
significant number of students. Requests for incidental costs such as travel, lodging, or other 
personal expenses generally do not fall within the program criteria. 

Any entity or individual at an ABA-approved law school is eligible to submit a grant 
application. A school may submit more than one application a year. Awards will be based on the 
submission of well-developed proposals in accordance with the application instructions, with 
preference give to those that display a benefit to the community, law students, and the 
profession.  Because the Grant Program has a limited amount of resources, all proposals will be 
closely examined so funds can be disbursed to as many programs and schools as possible.  The 
maximum possible award allowed is $500 per application and project. 

Law schools may apply for funding to conduct programs and activities taking place 
between September and May of each year. Applications should be submitted a minimum of four 
weeks prior to the date of the project. Applications must be submitted via email to the Chicago 
office and the Secretary-Treasurer and must contain all requisite information and accompanying 
materials. The Division expects that an application will have all available background detailed in 
the application, specific budgetary figures and detailed information to aide the committee in its 
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review. Appropriate information to include would be the origin of the program, the purpose it 
seeks to fulfill, the means by which it will be accomplished, and all alternate funding that is 
being sought and that has been secured. 

All completed applications, including budgets, will be reviewed by the Division upon 
submission.  Preference will be given to first time programs or projects that display a benefit to 
the community, law students, and the profession.  In addition to the application, the following 
factors may be considered: 

 Detailed description of the event/activity, including origin of program, purpose of 
program, targeted audience, list of all planned participants/speakers (including their titles 
and affiliations). 

 Budget – request must include a detailed budget of all anticipated expenses and projected 
revenue/funding.  Expenses for food (please specify) and beverage (please specify) 
should be detailed by per person costs. 

 List all sources of funding and the amounts.  Please explain if the law 
school/administration will provide funding and how much.  If no funding from the 
school/administration has been allocated, please explain. 

 Explain the necessity of funding for this program/activity.  What, if any, expenses can 
you eliminate if ABA Law Student Division funding is not secured? 

 Have you requested or received Division funding for another activity this year or any 
other year? 

 How will this program benefit law students, the legal profession and community? 
 What is the likelihood that this program/activity will continue next year?  Please explain. 
 What level of involvement does your law school/student organizations currently have in 

the ABA Law Student Division? 
 Are your law school’s ABA Representative and SBA President ABA Law Student 

Division members?  If yes, to what degree are they active in the organization? 
 How many ABA Law Student Division members are currently in your law school? 

The application is available electronically and in pdf format. 

All complete applications, including budgets, will be reviewed by the Division upon 
submission. Generally, notification is sent via email to the appropriate contact within two weeks 
of receiving the grant provided no additional information is requested by the committee. 

Questions? 
Please contact Division Director, Patricia Brennan and/or the Secretary/Treasurer, AnnMichelle 
Hart  
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Division Awards 

Submit the noteworthy program or publication at your school for 
recognition by the Law Student Division.  

For more information, go to: http://www.abanet.org/lsd/awards/home.html 

Division Awards: 

 
The Diversity Award serves to recognize excellence in activities that have contributed toward the 
achievement and advancement of women, minorities, persons with disabilities and persons of 
differing sexual orientation and gender identities. 
 
 
 
This award recognizes law students and law schools who have made outstanding contributions to 
underrepresented groups or public interest causes outside the law school and/or in public service 
at the law school. 
 
 
 
The Student Bar Association Award recognizes the efforts of an SBA organization to create a 
better environment for law students and a more positive image of the legal profession. 
 
 
 
This award recognizes outstanding rookie VITA programs and continuing VITA programs for 
undertaking the cause of assisting individuals in need with their income tax returns. 
 
 
 
The Membership and Activity Award recognizes outstanding ABA membership efforts, 
involvement and activity of ABA-approved law schools in the ABA Law Student Division. 
 
 
 
The Law School Newspaper Awards recognize outstanding law school newspapers. Open to all 
law school newspapers sponsored or published by student-run organizations at ABA-approved 
law schools.

Henry J. Ramsey, Jr. Diversity Award

Judy M. Weightman Memorial Public Interest Award

Student Bar Association Award 

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Award

Membership and Activity Award

Law School Newspaper Award 
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ABA Publications 

Every member of the ABA Law Student Division is able to enjoy and 
learn from these ABA and Division publications: 

 

Are you an ABA member who’s not receiving your magazines? Talk to your local ABA 
Representative! 
 
Want to write an article? Contact the following people before you write to ask about your idea. 
Email Tonnya Kohn for Student Lawyer articles (kohntm@email.sc.edu). If you’d like to write 
for the Journal or the publication of a particular Section, inquire of the Editor of that publication. 
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Law Student Division Competitions 

Do you want to gain experience, with a chance of glory and victory? 

The Law Student Division annually sponsors four national competitions, where you can develop 
the very skills you will use as practitioners, and a chance to meet and network with fellow law 
students—future colleagues—from around the nation. Competitions also provide an excellent 
opportunity for law students to gain important resume-building experience and recognition. 

For more information, go to: http://www.abanet.org/lsd/competitions/  

 

 


