MEET THE COMMISSION ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

The Commission on Domestic Violence was founded in 1994 and is nationally recognized.  The mission of the Commission is to increase access to justice for victims of domestic violence by mobilizing the legal profession.  The Commission tries to increase the number of well trained and supported attorneys to provide the best representation of victims.  The Commission provides in-person, web-based and telephonic means of continuing legal education opportunities for attorneys.  For additional information regarding the Commission on Domestic Violence, please visit their website at http://www.abanet.org/domviol/
The following information was provided by Robin R. Runge, Director of the Commission on Domestic Violence via a telephone conference conducted by Norman E. Harned, Member of the Resolutions and Impact Review Committee as well as the Commission's website.

Commission Staff:

Robin R. Runge, Director

Rebecca Henry, Senior Staff Attorney

Kelly Behre, Staff Attorney

Julia Strange, Program Assistant

Mayme Donohue, Program Assistant

Amanda Kloer, Project Coordinator

Volunteers

Budget:
* 40% funding from ABA

* 60% funding from external sources

* Estimated current budget for one year = $1,000,000.00

How the Commission relates to the House of Delegates:

The House of Delegates is the policy-making body of the American Bar Association that meets twice a year to vote on various policy recommendations.  

Here are a few examples of policies that have been brought before the House of Delegates and passed:
1998-A:   This policy urges employers to address workplace violence by adopting policies and practices to help them better prevent and manage on-site violence and threats.

2006-A:  This policy urges governments to enact or to amend domestic violence civil protection order statutes to provide for victims who dated but do not necessarily have a child with, live, with, or are married to the perpetrator.

2007-A:  This policy urges the adoption of “Standards of Practice for Lawyers Representing Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault or Stalking in Civil Protection Orders”

Significant Accomplishments:

* Raising awareness for the need for representation of victims of domestic violence.  Knowing and understanding what a victim of domestic violence fees and needs.

* Increasing legal services.  Educating and training more lawyers who can and will represent victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, dating violence and stalking.

Goals:

#1 = End domestic violence
#2 = Ensure that all new attorneys understand domestic violence and know how to help in their own communities.

#3 = Increase resources to provide attorneys with training and information to help victims of domestic violence.

