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REPORT ON THE ABA MIDYEAR MEETING

The 67th Midyear Meeting of the American Bar Association (the “ABA”) was held February 8-13, 2006, at the Hyatt Regency Chicago Hotel, in Chicago, Illinois.  Wide varieties of programs were sponsored by committees, sections, divisions, and affiliated organizations.  The House of Delegates met for a one-day session.  The Nominating Committee also met.

The Nominating Committee sponsored a “Meet the Candidates” Forum on Sunday, February 12, 2006. The following candidates seeking nomination at the 2007 Midyear Meeting gave speeches to the Nominating Committee and to the members of the Association present:  H. Thomas Wells, Jr. of Alabama, candidate for President-Elect for 2007-08 term; Judge Bernice B. Donald of Tennessee, candidate for Secretary for 2008-2011 term (to serve as Secretary-Elect in 2007-08); and James Baird of Illinois, and Alice E. Richmond of Massachusetts, candidates for Treasurer for 2008-2011 term (to serve as Treasurer-Elect in 2007-08).
THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES

The House of Delegates of the American Bar Association (the “House”) met on Monday, February 13, 2006, Stephen N. Zack of Florida, presided as Chair of the House.


The Chicago Police Department presented the colors. The invocation for the House was delivered by Marna S. Tucker of Washington, DC.  The Chair of the House Committee on Credentials and Admissions, Stephen L. Tober of New Hampshire, welcomed the new members of the House.

Deceased members of the House were named by the Secretary of the Association, Armando Lasa-Ferrer of Puerto Rico, and were remembered by a moment of silence.  James Silkenat of New York spoke about Victor Futter of New York, former member of the House of Delegates, who passed away.  President-Elect Karen Mathis of Colorado gave remarks in remembrance of Burnham “Hod” Greeley of Hawaii, former member of the Board of Governors.  Mr. Futter and Mr. Greeley will be greatly missed.

The House again did not use electronic voting in order to conserve ABA resources.

For more details of the House meeting, see the following two-part report of the House session.  The first part of the report provides a synopsis of the speeches and reports made to the House.  The second part provides a summary of the action on the recommendations presented to the House.

I.
SPEECHES AND REPORTS MADE TO THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES
Statement by the Chair of the House

Chair Zack reminded members that the Midyear Meeting was being held in Chicago this year instead of New Orleans, due to the devastation of Hurricane Katrina and expressed the House’s concern for the people of the affected states and their attorneys.   He encouraged members of the House to read the ABA's Report on Katrina, and applauded the exemplary work done by the Task Force on Hurricane Katrina, chaired by former ABA President N. Lee Cooper of Alabama. 
Chair Zack encouraged members of the House to invite their families and friends to attend the Hurricane Task Force forum at 11AM.  The forum will have presentations from the Presidents of the Louisiana, Alabama, Florida, Mississippi and Texas Bar Associations. Their presentations will describe what the ABA has done and the great amount of work remaining to be done.  

The Chair noted that the Fund for Justice and Education is the educational arm of the Association and that charitable contributions are needed to fund the critical activities of the Association.  The ABA Legal Opportunity Scholarship Fund, which provides scholarships to minority law students as part of the ABA’s initiative to encourage and support diversity in the legal profession, is an FJE project.  Chair Zack recognized and thanked the entities who had contributed to the scholarship fund.  He requested that all members of the House who have not already donated to the FJE to do so and to ask others in the ABA to do so as well.  

He reminded members that ABA Day in Washington is scheduled for May 3 – 4, 2006, and that by participating, members of the ABA can help persuade senators and representatives of the importance of the governmental priorities of the Association, and particularly show a united front for the states affected by Hurricane Katrina. He reminded members of the House that the personal contact of an ABA member is an integral part of the success of the lobbying efforts of the ABA.
House members were reminded of Karen Mathis’ appointments process for 2006-07 and that the deadline for submitting applications is March 1, 2006. Applications must be submitted electronically through the ABA’s website.

Chair Zack announced that the House will elect a member to the Committee on Scope and Correlation of Work at the 2006 Annual Meeting for a five-year term beginning at the conclusion of that meeting.  The members of the Scope Nominating Committee are: Stephen N. Zack of Florida, Joseph D. O’Connor of Indiana, Judge Norma L. Shapiro of Pennsylvania, J. Anthony Patterson of Texas, and Christopher L. Griffin of Florida.  Those interested in serving on the Committee on Scope and Correlation of Work were asked to submit applications by March 17, 2006 to any member of the Scope Nominating Committee.

Statement by the Secretary


Armando Lasa-Ferrer of Puerto Rico, Secretary of the Association, moved approval of the House of Delegates Summary of Action from the 2005 Annual Meeting, which was unanimously approved by the House. On behalf of the Board of Governors, Secretary Lasa-Ferrer presented and referred the House to Report Nos. 177 and 177A, the Board’s Informational and Transmittal Reports to the House, and Report No. 177C regarding the Association’s legislative priorities.
Statement by the ABA President


In his remarks to the House, President Michael S. Greco of Massachusetts, discussed the respect and gratitude shown to the ABA and American lawyers by lawyers around the world for the Association’s efforts to promote the rule of law and stable legal and judicial systems.  He highlighted the outstanding work of the ABA Center for Rule of Law Initiatives and its constituent entities, including the November 2005 International Rule of Law Symposium.

President Greco provided Delegates with updates on his five major ABA initiatives:  (1) the Commission on Renaissance of Idealism in the Legal Profession, which is working to promote pro bono and public service work by lawyers; (2) the ABA Task Force on Access to Civil Justice, which is exploring the idea of a defined right to counsel for low-income Americans in serious civil matters that threaten the integrity of shelter, family and health; (3) the ABA Commission on Civic Education and the Separation of Powers, which is working to improve civic education for young people and adults on the roles and responsibilities of each branch of government; (4) the ABA Task Force on Domestic Surveillance in the Fight Against Terrorism, which presented a report with recommendations regarding the Administration’s warrantless wiretapping program, (which subsequently was adopted overwhelmingly by the House (see Report 302)); and (5) the ABA Task Force on Hurricane Katrina, which is calling on lawyers nationwide to remain committed to providing pro bono legal services for victims of last season’s hurricanes.
President Greco also commended and discussed the work of the Standing Committee on Federal Judiciary, the Task Force on Attorney-Client Privilege, the Center for Diversity Initiatives, the Commission on Mental and Physical Disability Law, and the Commission on Immigration.  He concluded by urging the House to support the proposed dues increase as a necessary step to maintain and enhance the health and vitality of the Association.

Statement by the Treasurer


The Treasurer, Wm. T. Robinson III of Kentucky, referred the House to his detailed written report, and then reported on the following:  Current ABA finances are healthy and lean.  Volunteer leadership, working closely with staff, has worked hard to reduce expenses over the past 4 years to avoid increasing member dues.  For example, actual expenditures for FY 02-03 were $104 million.  This year’s budgeted expenditures are $105 million, just a 1% increase over a 4-year period.  The ABA has cut all that it can.  In order to continue the good work of the Association, additional resources are required.  The ABA has no deficit that the requested dues increase is needed to cover.  The Permanent Reserve has increased from a recent low of $24 Million to the current $37 Million and the Association’s debt ratio is a very healthy 1 to 5, debt to assets.  Internal controls have been enhanced, a hot line implemented for our employees and the Audit Committee has been expanded and strengthened.  All ABA employees have received ethics training and have “signed off” on new Business Conduct Standards.  The process for developing Resolution 177B was “bottom up” and “volunteer driven.”  The Membership Committee worked closely with the new Pricing Strategy Advisory Committee and Resolution 177B was not finalized until it had also been fully vetted and unanimously approved by both the Finance Committee and the Board of Governors.  The innovative dues proposal for membership years 1-9 and the proposal for pilot projects will provide unprecedented data that is needed to plan for the future of the Association.  Creative dues initiatives will enhance the Strategic Plan, recently proposed by the Standing Committee on Membership and accepted at this meeting by the Board of Governors.  The overriding goal is to avoid cutting ABA programs. Approval of this dues increase by the House of Delegates is critical for the continued, financial health and vitality of the Association.  

In addition to his report, Mr. Robinson shared a video presentation that was shown to the Board of Governors. This video, among other things, noted the various goals of the ABA: 1) to be the national voice of the profession, 2) to help lawyers to do their work better through the many commissions and committees that have been established, 3) to educate the public, through its publications and commissions, 4) to improve the law itself; 5) to promote the full and equal participation of people of color, women, and people with disabilities; 6) to promote the rule of law throughout the worlds, and 7) to set and maintain the standards of law schools throughout the country.  
Statement by the Executive Director

Robert A. Stein of Illinois, Executive Director and Chief Operating Officer of the ABA, reported that the state of the Association was excellent.  He thanked everyone for coming to Chicago in February for the Midyear Meeting in good spirits.  The Midyear Meeting had been successful in every way, with excellent attendance.
The membership news is very good.  At the end of January, membership totals were 5,000 ahead of last year on the same date. Significantly ahead were lawyer members in class seven--who have been in practice for 10 or more years--and who pay the highest proportion of dues. A clearer picture of this year's membership will emerge after February 28, when members from the previous year who have not paid their dues in the current year will be dropped. Mr. Stein reported that an all out effort was being made to set a new all-time record high in total membership in his last year as Executive Director. Dues revenue collected is also $300,000 ahead of last year at the end of January.

Numerous advances have occurred in the ABA's use of technology.  Almost every week a new application has been rolled out using the powerful state of the art technology systems. Three recent highlights were noted: 1) A new Google search engine has been installed to improve searches for information on the ABA’s Website; 2) A new  feature on the Web site is "My ABA", a member profile page giving members a complete listing of their information, including contact information, section and committee memberships, and meetings they have registered to attend; and 3) A new order management system has been installed, whereby any order received by the ABA will be sent by 5pm the same day.

Some Senior Manager staff changes to note:  1) Hewett "Bucky" Askew, Director of the Office of Bar Admissions for the State Bar of Georgia, has been appointed the ABA's Consultant on Legal Education, with responsibility for directing the ABA's Law School Accreditation Process; and 2) Danial Kim, Editor and Publisher of the ABA Journal, has left the ABA to accept a position with the Detroit Newspapers.  A search is underway for his successor.    

Remarks Regarding Model Code of Judicial Conduct
Mark I. Harrison of Arizona, Chair of the Commission to Evaluate the Model Code of Judicial Conduct, reported on the following:  He noted that the current review of the Code of Judicial Conduct is the first comprehensive review of the Code that has occurred in more than 15 years. The Commission, assisted by an able group of Advisors, has been working hard for the past two and a half years.  The Commission and Advisory Group, which has held more than 40 meetings and teleconferences, including 14 in-person meetings, are comprised of judges, lawyers, academics, a judicial discipline administrator and a public member. He noted that the Commission has also been substantially assisted in its work by two Reporters, Professors Charles Geyh and W. William Hodes as well as by members of the staff of the ABA Center for Professional Responsibility.   In addition, as its work progressed, the Commission worked closely with the ABA Judicial Division and with the Conference of Chief Justices. Mr. Harrison noted that the Commission will submit a final draft of the revised Code of Judicial Conduct for action by the House of Delegates in August at the Annual Meeting in Hawaii. He reported that to date there have been ten public hearings and comments submitted by 300 individuals and groups. The final draft of the Commission's report is on the ABA Center for Professional Responsibility’s website, and public comments will be taken until March 15, 2006.
Presentation on Effects of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita on the Administration 

of Justice


Former ABA President N. Lee Cooper, Chair of the Task Force on Hurricane Katrina, began the presentation by reporting that one of the ABA’s mottos is justice, and as a result of the work of the task force, it is not “just us”, it is justice!
Melissa Pershing, the Executive Director of the legal services organization from Alabama, presented a slide show which demonstrated the ravaging effects of the hurricane. She noted that thousands of cases have been heard, and praised the lawyers who helped provide the much needed legal services. She praised the law schools, bar associations and foundations throughout the nation who helped provide legal services, and trained those individuals providing legal services. She noted that rebuilding would take years….that ongoing support will be needed. LSC funding will impact the legal services that are needed. And on a final note: a disaster such as this will happen again, and coalitions and planning must occur so that everyone can be safer. She asked, in fact implored the House to make the ABA and the legal profession’s “shout out” heard by our Congress, and our legislators.
Joy Phillips, president of the Mississippi Bar reported on her state’s devastation. She reported that about one thousand attorneys have been affected. She noted that some courts are being held in trailers, and they haven’t been able to have jury trials because they can’t get jury pools together. She reported that a Katrina Lawyer’s assistance fund has been set up, and more than 38 state bars and foundations have donated over $350,000. The Mississippi Bar acted as a clearinghouse for information and inquiries. Out of state attorneys provided assistance, and the Mississippi Supreme Court entered an order to extend deadlines and statutes of limitations. She asked the ABA for help, and reported that they were under-funded, and asked the ABA to remember Mississippi on ABA Day. She reported that the tax bases have been lost, and help is needed desperately! She invited section leaders, state bar leaders, to view the devastation. Mississippi needs the ABA’s political clout and support, and she implored the ABA for help. 

Frank Neuner, president of the Louisiana State Bar Association, spoke and noted that the Bar Leadership Institute didn’t prepare him for this. He noted that the second largest city in Louisiana is Houston Texas, and he thanked the president of the State Bar of Texas for his help. He reported that New Orleans, which was once the largest city in Louisiana, is now the fourth largest city in Louisiana. The State Bar of Texas sent staff members to man the bar offices for help. He noted that 52% of Louisiana lawyers have been displaced, and noted that there have not been criminal trials in Orleans Parish or St. Bernard Parish since the hurricane. He reported that three funds were set up: 1) a relief fund for lawyers, 2) a relief fund to man a call center for the public, and 3) a relief fund to aid the legal infrastructure, because courts don’t have the funds or the infrastructure to recover. He noted that the Louisiana Bar is housing some courts, and some public defenders. He implored members to come to New Orleans and the gulf coast to visit to witness the devastation first hand. He thanked the ABA for all of its support. He received a standing ovation from the House.

Eduardo Roberto Rodriguez, president of the State Bar of Texas spoke. He noted that Texas immediately established a task force to help the Louisiana State Bar. He reported that in addition to the help that the Texas State Bar Staff provided to the Louisiana Bar, homes and offices were offered and provided by Texas lawyers. He reported that 250,000 evacuees were taken in by the state of Texas. He stated that there were two main things that can be learned from this disaster: 1) just because one doesn’t live on the coast of a country, doesn’t mean that a disaster can’t occur; go to your state bars and start getting prepared for a disaster; and 2) all attorneys need to recognize that the disaster is just now affecting the legal profession, since FEMA funds are drying up. Evacuees, legal service providers and lawyers in Louisiana need assistance, since they have no where to go to get started again. He reminded us that when a disaster occurs, we should be generous, and reminded us that we need to remember that in six months or a year, the needs will still be there. He reported that it is only lawyers who will be able to help their colleagues get started again. 
Alan Bookman, president of the Florida Bar spoke. He reported that he was born and raised in New Orleans, and his family home is gone. He is happy to report that 90% of the students at Tulane Law School have come back to school, after being closed for the fall semester. He lives in Pensacola, and reported that in 2004, they were hit by Hurricane Ivan, and that 55,000 people were homeless. He reported that all of that pales in comparison to the devastation of Hurricane Katrina. He urged us all to go back to our states and our bar associations and set up disaster plans. He reported that that which a bar plans for will not be enough, because we can’t understand and appreciate the magnitude of a disaster.
Chair Zack concluded the presentation by thanking all of the participants and the House applauded their efforts.  The Katrina Forum was a deeply moving presentation that the House will always remember.
Report of the Nominating Committee

The Nominating Committee met on Sunday, February 12, 2006.  On behalf of the Committee, James R. Silkenat of New York, Chair of the Steering Committee of the Nominating Committee, reported on the following nominations for the terms indicated:  

Officers of the Association

President-Elect (2006-2007)

William H. Neukom of Washington
Chair of the House of Delegates (2006-2008)

Laurel G. Bellows of Illinois

Members of the Board of Governors (2006-2009)
DISTRICT MEMBERS
District 3: Wayne J. Positan of New Jersey

District 5: Larry S. McDevitt of North Carolina

District 9: Charles A. Weiss of Missouri

District 14: Laurie D. Zelon of California 

District 15: Bettina B. Plevan of New York 

District 16: W. Scott Welch III of Mississippi

District 17: William P. Curran of Nevada

SECTION MEMBERS-AT-LARGE

Section of Health Law

E. Paul Herrington III of Kentucky

Section of Law Practice Management

Gary Munneke of New York



MINORITY MEMBER-AT-LARGE
Anthony N. Upshaw of Florida

JUDICIAL MEMBER-AT-LARGE

Louraine C. Arkfeld of Arizona
YOUNG LAWYER MEMBER-AT-LARGE
Matthew L. Nelson of California

Remarks by President-Elect Nominee Neukom
William H. Neukom of Washington, President-Elect Nominee addressed the House of Delegates, and thanked the Nominating Committee, the House of Delegates, his Washington State Delegation, and his law firm, Preston, Gates & Ellis. He particularly thanked three law partners of long standing who are dear friends and have been role models:  Bill Gates, Larry Bailey and David Tang. He also thanked his many mentors and heroes among the ABA, and his family who have provided five generations of guidance and support. He reminded the House of the saying by Sir Isaac Newton: that if he has seen farther than others, it is because he has stood on the shoulders of giants, which is what the American Bar Association and the legal profession is comprised. 

Mr. Neukom stated that the American Bar Association is an enduring institution which has progressed from an era of surviving, to an era of competing, to an era of excelling, and now the American Bar Association is poised on the threshold of an era of leading – leading a movement toward communities of equity, opportunity and merit. To further that end, the ABA must be a welcoming, inclusive and diverse fellowship of lawyers who come together to improve our skills, our profession, the legal process, and our communities.  We can accomplish most when we provide a big tent filled with round tables for informed deliberation.

He reiterated his themes for the year: 1) enhancing lawyer skills and a joint commitment to the learned practice of law; 2) broadening our perspectives as “useful citizens;” and 3) embracing and promoting the rule of law with its essential elements of access and independence. He promised to be a good leader of the stewardship of this organization, and invited members of the American Bar Association in doing this important work.
II. RECOMMENDATIONS VOTED ON BY THE HOUSE
A brief summary of the action taken on recommendations brought before the House follows.  The recommendations are categorized by topic areas and the number of the recommendation is noted in brackets.

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW
[112] On behalf of the Section of Administrative Law and Regulatory Practice, Thomas M. Susman, Delegate from Washington, D.C., moved revised Report 112 urging the Attorney General of the United States to issue a memorandum to Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) officials at federal agencies clarifying that the designation of agency records as “sensitive but unclassified” cannot be a basis for withholding agency documents from release.  The recommendation was approved as revised.
ASBESTOS-RELATED MATTERS
[106A] On behalf of the Tort Trial and Insurance Practice Section, Mitchell A. Orpett, Delegate from Illinois, moved Report 106A, recommending that any legislation establishing an administrative process in lieu of state, territorial or federal tort-based asbestos-related claims should insure access by claimants to adequate representation in the claims process.  Leo Jordan of New Jersey, presented the resolution to the House.  Robert Weiner, Delegate from Washington, D.C., spoke in opposition to the resolution. Michael Rosenberg, Delegate from Wisconsin, spoke in support. The recommendation was approved.
[106B] On behalf of the Tort Trial and Insurance Practice Section, Mitchell A. Orpett, Delegate from Illinois, moved revised Report 106B, recommending that any legislation establishing an administrative process in lieu of state, territorial or federal tort-based claims should: 1)  insure that awards to claimants not be depleted by subrogation from any private or governmental entity, 2) apply existing laws concerning taxation of awards to claimants (which generally are not subject to taxation), and 3) not unduly foreclose independent claims existing under state, territorial or federal law relating to safety or other obligations of employers. Leo Jordan of New Jersey presented the resolution to the House. The recommendation was approved as revised.
[106C] On behalf of the Tort Trial and Insurance Practice Section, Mitchell A. Orpett, Delegate from Illinois, moved Report 106C, recommending that any legislation establishing an administrative process in lieu of state, territorial or federal tort-based asbestos-related claims should contain specific provisions to insure adequate upfront financing and disclosure of certain information concerning contributors. Leo Jordan of New Jersey, presented the resolution to the House.  Robert Weiner, Delegate from Washington, D.C., spoke in opposition to the resolution.  Michael Rosenberg, Delegate from Wisconsin, spoke in support.  The recommendation was approved.
[106D] On behalf of the Tort Trial and Insurance Practice Section, Mitchell A. Orpett, Delegate from Illinois, moved Report 106D, recommending that any legislation establishing an administrative process in lieu of state, territorial or federal tort-based asbestos-related claims should contain specific contingent provisions to respond to any potential occurrence of a shortfall of funds. Leo Jordan of New Jersey, presented the resolution to the House. The recommendation was approved.
DISPUTE RESOLUTION

[109] On behalf of the Section of Dispute Resolution, James Alfini, Delegate from Texas, moved revised Report 109 supporting the use of federal consent decrees as an important tool for resolving litigation and opposing legislation that limits the efficacy of consent decrees when state, local or territorial governments are parties thereto, such as those proposed in S. 489 and H.R. 1229. The recommendation was approved as revised.
DOMESTIC SURVEILLANCE
[302] On behalf of the Task Force on Domestic Surveillance in the Fight Against Terrorism, Neal R. Sonnett, Delegate from Florida moved revised Report 302 calling upon the United States President to abide by the U.S. Constitutional system of checks and balances, and respect the roles of Congress and the judiciary and opposing any future electronic surveillance that does not comply with FISA. The resolution also calls on Congress to conduct an investigation into the procedures for surveillance. It was reported that there were many salmon slips filed in support of this resolution. Speaking in opposition was Anthony Palermo, Delegate from New York, who noted that although he approved the content of the report in general, he had some problems with the substance of the report, in that the report was submitted too late, and he noted that this report was only available for the members of the House to view and peruse at today’s meeting. Mark Agrast, Delegate from Washington D.C., noted in response to this position that this recommendation is in response to an emergency situation. Mark Alcott, president of the New York State Bar Association, offered an amendment to the resolution. He moved to amend (motion was seconded) the resolution by deleting the third “resolved” clause, because he believes it asks Congress to interpret the law, and to interpret what the law means, which is not the role of Congress, it is the role of the judiciary. Neal Sonnett spoke in opposition to the amendment, stating that since Congress passed FISA, since they have amended it five times in the past, that this is the appropriate body to interpret this statute and to clarify what this statute means. A vote on the amendment was taken, and the motion failed.

President Greco spoke in support of this resolution stating that every once in a while, the House is sent a recommendation by the American people, who are deeply concerned about secret surveillance. He noted that this is one of those moments in our history, and noted that the issue is not whether one can conduct secret surveillance, but whether the President can unilaterally conduct secret surveillance. He noted that this surveillance should be conducted by two branches of government: the Executive and the Legislative. He asked for unanimous support from the House for this resolution.  The recommendation was approved as revised.

A motion to reconsider was proposed by Cheryl Niro, Delegate from Illinois, who proposed to amend line 15 to add the phrase “was not intended to” in place of “did not”. The motion to reconsider failed.
DUES INCREASE

[177B] On behalf of the Board of Governors, Treasurer Wm. T. Robinson III of Kentucky moved Report 177B recommending that membership dues be increased by approximately 17% to be effective with Fiscal Year 2006-07 and further recommending that limited testing of new dues pricing concepts be allowed. He reported that the ABA needs a dues increase so that the many fine and excellent programs that the ABA provides to its members and for the benefit of the public will not be cut. He reported that the strategic plan for membership is an excellent proposal, and that this dues increase will see that this plan comes to fruition. Speaking in opposition was Joanne A. Epps of Pennsylvania, Delegate representing the Section of Litigation. She acknowledged that there is no dispute nor denigration intended in the report of the Treasurer. She reported that history has shown that if dues are raised, it has the potential to lose members. She believes that perhaps the ABA should change what the organization does, and that perhaps we ought to look at the ABA’s core mission to determine if we are doing what we should be doing, and should continue doing. Speaking in favor of the resolution was the immediate past treasurer, Allan Joseph of California. He noted that if the ABA had stayed on the same expense trajectory that it has been on, they would have spent in excess of $17 Million. Speaking in opposition was Lawrence J. Fox, Delegate from Pennsylvania representing Litigation. He noted that the membership has literally been stagnant for the past ten years. He opposes increasing revenues by increasing dues. He believes that perhaps we shouldn’t be cutting programs, but should focus on representing the profession in the future, which cannot be helped by raising dues. Maury Poscover, Delegate from Missouri, and Chair of the Standing Committee on Membership, Christina Plum of Wisconsin, Chair of the Young Lawyers Division, Mary Pat Toups, Delegate from California, and President Greco also spoke in favor of the resolution. It was noted that there were several salmon slips filed in support of the resolution. The recommendation was approved.
ELECTRONIC CASE FILING
[301] On behalf of the General Practice, Solo and Small Firm Division, Amelia Boss, Delegate from Pennsylvania, moved Report 301 recommending the United States Bankruptcy Courts in each federal district permit attorneys who have received electronic case filing (ECF) training in any district to file documents electronically in bankruptcy cases 
in any other district. The recommendation was approved.

FAMILY LAW
[102] On behalf of the Section of Family Law, Timothy B. Walker, Delegate from Colorado, moved revised Report 102 opposing legislation and policies that prohibit, limit or restrict placement into foster care of any child on the basis of sexual orientation of the proposed foster parent when such foster care placement is otherwise appropriate under the applicable law of state, territory or tribe. The recommendation was approved as revised.
HURRICANES KATRINA AND RITA
[106E] The Tort Trial and Insurance Practice Section submitted Report 106E, supporting  the principle that emergency preparedness plans should take into account the needs of individuals with household pets or service animals as an essential part of the response to any disaster or emergency situation. The recommendation was withdrawn and incorporated into revised Report 305.
[305] On behalf of Tort Trial and Insurance Practice Section (“TTIPS”), James F. Carr, Delegate from Colorado moved revised Report 305 urging Congress to investigate the response of the federal government to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and urging state governments in the states affected by these hurricanes to explore mitigation efforts for future natural disasters. Sandra McCandless, Chair of TTIPS, spoke in favor of the resolution. It was noted that Resolution 106(E) was incorporated in this revised resolution. There were several salmon slips filed in support of the resolution. The recommendation was approved as revised.
IMMIGRATION
[107A] On behalf of the Commission on Immigration, Robert J. Grey, Jr. of Virginia,  Immediate Past President, moved Report 107A supporting  the due process right to counsel for all persons in removal proceedings and the availability of legal representation to all non-citizens in immigration related matters. President Grey noted that our nation needs to represent the highest ideals of our justice system, and if we are to preserve a safe haven for all in this country, and to promote and support the rule of law, this resolution must be passed. Many salmon slips were filed in support of this resolution. The recommendation was unanimously approved.
[107B] On behalf of the Commission on Immigration, Donald Kerwin, Delegate from Washington, D.C., moved Report 107B supporting a regulated, orderly and safe immigration system that promotes national security, addresses the undocumented population, need for immigrant labor, value of family reunification, and the need for an effective enforcement strategy; and supporting lawful permanent residence and citizenship for undocumented persons who entered the United States as minors and have significant ties to the United States. The recommendation was approved.
[107C] On behalf of the Commission on Immigration, Robert E. Juceam, Delegate from New York, moved Report 107C urging an administrative agency structure that will provide all non-citizens with due process of law in the processing of their immigration applications and petitions, and in the conduct of their hearings or appeals, by all officials with responsibility for implementing U.S. immigration laws. The recommendation was approved.
IMMIGRATION (cont.)
[107D] On behalf of the Commission on Immigration, Don Bivens, Delegate from Arizona, moved Report 107D supporting a transparent, user-friendly, accessible, fair and efficient system for administering immigration laws that has sufficient resources to carry out its functions in a timely manner. The recommendation was approved.
[107E] On behalf of the Commission on Immigration, James R. Silkenat, Delegate from New York, moved Report 107E opposing the detention of non-citizens in immigration removal proceedings except in extraordinary circumstances, which would include a determination, following a hearing and subject to judicial review, that a person presents a threat to national security or public safety, or presents a substantial flight risk. The recommendation was approved.
[107F] On behalf of the Commission on Immigration, Esther Lardent, Delegate from Washington, D.C., moved Report 107F supporting the establishment of laws, policies, and practices that ensure optimum access to legal protection for refugees, asylum seekers, torture victims, and others deserving of humanitarian refuge. The recommendation was approved.
[107G] On behalf of the Commission on Immigration, Pamila Brown, Delegate from Maryland, moved Report 107G supporting avenues for lawful immigration status, employment authorization, and public benefits for victims and derivative family members, of human trafficking and other crimes described in 101(a)(15)(U)(iii) of the Immigration and Nationality Act and supporting the use of Legal Services Corporation funding to provide services to such victims.   The recommendation was approved.
[300] On behalf of the Criminal Justice Section, Susan Gaertner, Delegate from Minnesota, moved Report 300 urging, under warranted circumstances, the expansion of the use of the pardon power to provide relief to non-citizens otherwise subject to removal on grounds related to conviction. The recommendation was approved.
INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITES
[108A] On behalf of the Section of Individual Rights and Responsibilities, C. Elisa Frazier, Delegate from Tennessee, moved Report 108A urging Congress to create and appropriate funds for a Commission to study and make findings relating to the present day social, political and economic consequences of both slavery and the denial thereafter of equal justice under law for persons of African descent living in the United States and authorizes the Commission to propose public policies or governmental actions, if any, that may be appropriate to address such consequences. The recommendation was approved.
INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES (cont.)
[108B] On behalf of the Section of Individual Rights and Responsibilities, Secretary Armando Lasa-Ferrer of Puerto Rico, moved revised Report 108B urging Congress to pass legislation to establish a process to provide federal recognition for a Native Hawaiian governing entity. Bill Meheula of Hawaii presented the resolution to the House.  The recommendation was approved as revised.
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW
[303] On behalf of the Section of Intellectual Property Law, Anthony Figg, Delegate from Washington, D.C., moved revised Report 303 supporting the granting of a permanent injunction enjoining a patent infringer from future infringement of a patent that has been adjudicated to be valid, enforceable and infringed, in accordance with the principles of equity on such terms as the court deems reasonable. The recommendation was approved as revised.
INTERNATIONAL LAW
[110] On behalf of the Section of International Law, William M. Hannay III, Delegate from Illinois, moved revised Report 110 urging the adoption by states and territories of a uniform law that would permit unsworn declarations under penalty of perjury to be executed by persons located outside the United States in lieu of affidavits, verifications, or other sworn documents, as is currently the federal practice under 28 U.S.C. §1746. The recommendation was approved as revised.
LEGAL EDUCATION AND ADMISSIONS TO THE BAR
[11-1] Jose R. Garcia-Pedrosa, Delegate from Florida, moved Report 11-1, amending Section 45.9 of the House Rules of Procedure, Law School Accreditation to clarify procedures for House of Delegates consideration of law school accreditation matters, as recommended by the Council of the Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar. William C. Hubbard, Chair of the Committee on Rules and Calendar, reported that the Committee recommended that Report 11-1 be approved.  There was a motion by Past President Wallace Riley of Michigan to postpone indefinitely this proposal, and to take up this proposal at the Annual Meeting. Speaking in opposition to the motion to postpone indefinitely were Sidney Eagles, Delegate from North Carolina, Pauline Schneider of Washington, D.C., Board of Governors Liaison to the Section, and Immediate Past President Robert Grey of Virginia. The motion to postpone indefinitely failed. Report No. 11-1 was approved.
LEGAL EDUCATION AND ADMISSIONS TO THE BAR (cont.)
[100] On behalf of the Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar, Jose R. Garcia-Pedrosa, Delegate from Florida, moved Report 100 concurring in the action of the Council of the Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar in adopting the revisions to the Rules of Procedure for Approval of Law Schools and to Standard 103 and its Interpretations of the Standards for Approval of Law Schools, dated February 2006. There was a motion by Past President Wallace Riley of Michigan to postpone indefinitely this proposal, and to take up this recommendation at the Annual Meeting. The motion to postpone failed. The recommendation was approved.
[101]  The House approved by consent the recommendation submitted by the Standing Committee on Paralegals, granting approval, reapproval and extension of the term of approval to several paralegal education programs, and withdrawing the approval of one program at the request of the institution.
[304A] The House approved by consent the recommendation submitted by the Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar, granting full approval to the University of St. Thomas School of Law in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
[304B] The House approved by consent the recommendation submitted by the Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar, granting provisional approval to the University of LaVerne College of Law in Ontario, California. 
[304C] The House approved by consent the recommendation submitted by the Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar, granting provisional approval to the Liberty University School of Law in Lynchburg, Virginia. 
MEDICAL PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY
[103] On behalf of the Standing Committee on Medical Professional Liability, Janice F. Mulligan, Delegate from California moved Report 103 reaffirming opposition to legislation that places a dollar limit on recoverable damages that operate to deny full compensation to a plaintiff in a medical malpractice action and opposing the creation of healthcare tribunals that would deny patients injured by medical negligence the right to request a trial by jury or the right to receive full compensation for their injuries. E. Paul Herrington, Delegate from Kentucky, and Past Chair of the Health Law Section, made a motion to postpone indefinitely.  This motion was opposed by Dennis Drasco, Delegate from New Jersey, who noted that the Tort Trial and Insurance Practice Section and the Section of Dispute Resolution are also opposed to the motion to postpone indefinitely. Howard Wall, Delegate from Tennessee, spoke in support of the motion.  Lawrence J. Fox, Delegate from Pennsylvania, opposed the motion to postpone.  The motion to postpone indefinitely failed. The recommendation was approved.
RENAISSANCE OF IDEALISM
[105] On behalf of the Commission on Renaissance of Idealism, Mark D. Agrast, Delegate from Washington DC, moved revised Report 105, urging all lawyers to contribute to the public good through community service in addition to exercising their professional responsibility to deliver pro bono service in accordance with Model Rules of Professional Conduct Rule 6.1, where applicable. The recommendation was approved as revised.
RULE OF LAW
[111]  MICHAEL S. GRECO, ABA PRESIDENT moved Report 111 adopting the Statement of Core Principles of the legal profession, adopted at the international bar presidents meeting in Paris, France, November 19, 2005 and urging bar associations throughout the world actively to support and advance the Rule of Law. The recommendation was unanimously approved.
UNIFORM STATE LAWS
[104A] The House approved by consent the recommendation submitted by the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws, approving the Uniform Foreign-Country Money Judgments Recognition Act, promulgated by the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws in 2005 as an appropriate Act for those States desiring to adopt the specific substantive law suggested therein.  
[104B] The House approved by consent the recommendation submitted by the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws, approving the Uniform Debt-Management Services Act, promulgated by the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws in 2005 as an appropriate Act for those States desiring to adopt the specific substantive law suggested therein. 
[104C] The House approved by consent the recommendation submitted by the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws, approving the Uniform Certificate of Title Act, promulgated by the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws in 2005 as an appropriate Act for those States desiring to adopt the specific substantive law suggested therein. 

[104D] The House approved by consent the recommendation submitted by the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws, approving the Uniform Assignment of Rents Act, promulgated by the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws in 2005 as an appropriate Act for those States desiring to adopt the specific substantive law suggested therein. 
Closing Business

At the conclusion of the meeting of the House on Monday afternoon, February 13, after various thank you’s and reminders about the 2006 Honolulu Annual Meeting, Chair Stephen N. Zack recognized William C. Hubbard of South Carolina who then moved that the House adjourn sine die.
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