NOT IN MY BACKYARD
Grades 3-5

Trash Companys trash dump has turned the river and the fish in it red.  The Fishers and Boaters are mad because the fish are red.  They think the fish are bad to eat.  E.P.A. is the part of government that can shut the dump down.  E.P.A. is holding a meeting to discuss whether to shut down the dump.  The Scientists want to see if they can stop the pollution.  

Come help decide what happens.

Team One:

E.P.A.

(Environmental Protection Agency)

Team Two:

Trash Company

Team Three:
Fishers and Boaters

Team Four:
Scientists

Timing:

First 20 minutes:

Demonstrate problem.  Each team plays role.  Invite questions.

Second 20 minutes:
Broken into four five minute intervals:

1--
Teams meet by themselves

2--
Scientists meet with Fishers and Boaters.

E.P.A. meets with Trash Company.

3--
Scientists meet with Trash Company

E.P.A. meets with Fishers and Boaters

4--
Scientists work on experiment

Trash Company meets with Fishers and Boaters

E.P.A. makes Meeting Notice



Third 20 minutes:
Trash Company and Fishers and Boaters plan their presentations.  

Scientists do experiment if they have gotten money to buy supplies.

E.P.A. meets to discuss what it has learned so far and makes a list of questions to ask at the hearing.

Fourth 20 minutes:
Hearing--

Fishers and Boaters:
2 minutes

Trash Company:

2 minutes

Scientists:


5 minutes

EPA:



Gets 5 minutes to decide.
Equipment:

Name tags to identify teams.

Dump site.

Dump truck.

Polluted trash.

Gravel.

Plastic sheeting for sale (price tag--$10)

Activated charcoal for sale (price tag--$10)

Filter membrane for sale, w/ tube and netting (price tag--$10).

Small bags for sale (price tag--$1 each).

Money (fishers $5 each; Trash Co. $100).

Fishing poles and fish

Watering can

clamps and plugs

bucket to catch water

duct tape

Timer

Clear containers for mixing activated charcoal and polluted water.

White paper to hold behind.
BASIC FACTS:

The Dump

People who live in Portland send their trash to a dump.  

The dump is a hole in the ground.  

Trash is put in the hole.  

Then it is covered up with clean gravel.

Trash Company
Trash Company owns the dump.  

Trash Company charges the people of Portland $1 for each can of trash that goes to the dump.  

That is how Trash Company makes money.  Trash Company has $100. 

The Pollution
The dump is polluting the river.  

Pollution happens when it rains on the dump.  

The rain water soaks into the ground.  

Then the water runs through the trash in the dump.  

As the water washes through the trash, it takes pollution with it.

When the water flows into the river, the pollution from the dump goes with it.

The Fishers and Boaters


The Fishers and Boaters are people who fish and ride boats on the river.  

The Fishers and Boaters are mad.

They are mad because the dump is polluting the river.  

The fish they catch are red colored.  

That makes them think the fish are polluted.

All the Fishers and Boaters live in Portland.  

So they pay $1 for each trash can full of trash.  

Their trash goes to the dump.

They do not have much money.  Each Fisher and Boater has only $5.

Building a New Dump
Some people in Portland want to dig a new dump in a different place.

They want to dump trash where it will not pollute the river.

If someone had to dig a new dump, that would cost a lot of money.  

Then people who lived in Portland would have to pay $10 for each trash can full of trash.

If a new dump was built, Trash Company would not be the company that runs the new dump.   Then Trash Company would not make any more money.

The Scientists
The scientists wonder if they can find a way to stop the pollution without moving the dump.  

It will take money to experiment and solve the problem.

The E.P.A.

The E.P.A. (the Environmental Protection Agency) is a part of the government.

Its job is to stop bad pollution.

It has to decide whether the dump will be shut down.
Team One:

E.P.A.

(Environmental Protection Agency)

The E.P.A. needs to make a good decision.

So it asks all people who are interested to come to a meeting.  

The meeting will be on May 30.

After the meeting E.P.A. must decide what to do.

E.P.A. has no money.  
Job:

Gather information.

What information do you need to make this decision?

Ask your questions to other people in the room.


Ask Trash Company:

--if the dump moves, will Trash Company help pay for the extra cost of picking up trash?

--if the dump stays, can Trash Company stop the pollution?

Ask the Fishers and Boaters:

--if the dump moves, will the Fishers and Boaters be able to pay for the extra cost of picking up trash?

--would they let the dump stay if Trash Company can stop the pollution?

Job:

Make a sign about the meeting.

Make sure everyone has seen it.

Make a list of questions to ask at the hearing.

Team Two:
Trash Company

Trash Company does not want the dump to move.

Then it would not make any more money.

Trash Company has money it earned by taking trash from the people of Portland.  

It has $100 in the bank.

Maybe the scientists can think of something.

Job:


Talk to EPA:

--how do they expect the people of Portland to pay $10 for each can of trash if the dump has to be moved?

--doesnt EPA have some money to help solve the pollution problem without moving the dump?


Talk to the scientists:

--Do they know how to stop the pollution?
Talk to the Fishers and Boaters:

--how will they pay the $10 for each trash can if the dump has to be moved?

--cant they just catch and release the fish?

Job:
What should you say to get E.P.A. to let the dump stay open?

Write down what you will say.

Decide what each person will say.

Team Three:
Fishers and Boaters

The Fishers and Boaters are mad.

The river is red.

The fish are red.

Maybe they are poisonous to eat.

If the dump is shut down, a new dump will need to be made somewhere else.

Then you will have to pay $10 for each trash can full of trash.

Where will you get that money?  Will anyone give it to you?

Job:
Ask the scientists.

--Are the fish poisonous to eat?
Job:
Ask E.P.A.

--Why wont E.P.A. just shut down the dump?

--Doesnt E.P.A. have money to pay the $10 that it will cost to take trash to the new dump?

--Can E.P.A. make Trash Company pay the $10?

Job:
Decide what each of you will say at the E.P.A. meeting.

Write it down.

Team Four:
Scientists

You know some things other people do not know.

That is because you have studied science and do experiments.

You know that the red dye is poisonous.  

If people eat it for a long time, they will get sick.

You could have all people put their trash in plastic bags.  That would not be good.  The plastic bags would stay forever and the trash would not turn into dirt.

Maybe there is a way to line the landfill with plastic and catch the polluted water before it gets to the river.

Maybe you could filter the water that you collect to make it clean.

You need to test these ideas; you need to do experiments.

There is a store that sells plastic.  It also sells filters.

You do not have any money.

You have to work to earn money so you can live.  Unless someone pays you, you do not have time to do any experiments.

Job:
Is there anyone who will give you money to buy what you need?

Will they pay you to do the experiment?

Ask the Fishers and Boaters.

Ask Trash Company.

Job:
Do the experiment.

Find a solution.

Job:
Decide what you will say at the E.P.A. meeting.

Choose one or two people to say it. 
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