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American Bar Association
CPR Policy Implementation Committee
Variations of the ABA Model Rules of Professional Conduct
Rule 7.5 Firm Names And Letterheads
(a) A lawyer shall not use a firm name, letterhead or other professional
designation that violates Rule 7.1. A trade name may be used by a lawyer in
private practice if it does not imply a connection with a government agency or
with a public or charitable legal services organization and is not otherwise in
violation of Rule 7.1.
(b) A law firm with offices in more than one jurisdiction may use the same
name or other professional designation in each jurisdiction, but identification
of the lawyers in an office of the firm shall indicate the jurisdictional
limitations on those not licensed to practice in the jurisdiction where the office
is located.
(c) The name of a lawyer holding a public office shall not be used in the name
of a law firm, or in communications on its behalf, during any substantial
period in which the lawyer is not actively and regularly practicing with the
firm.
(d) Lawyers may state or imply that they practice in a partnership or other
organization only when that is the fact.
Variations from ABA Model Rule are noted. Based on reports of state committees
reviewing recent changes to the model rules. For information on individual state
committee reports, see http://www.abanet.org/cpr/jclr/home.html.
Comments not included.

AL
Effective
2/19/09

*Current links to state Rules of Professional conduct can be found on the ABA
website: http://www.abanet.org/cpr/links.html*
(a) Deletes “legal services” and adds reference to Rule 7.4 to end to paragraph;
(b) Changes “more than one jurisdiction” to “another jurisdiction;” adds “in
Alabama” after “may use;” changes “the same name” to “the name;” changes
everything after “name” to: it uses in the other jurisdiction, provided the use of that
name would comply with these rules. A firm with any lawyers not licensed to practice
in Alabama must, if such lawyer's name appears on the firm's letterhead, state that
the lawyer is not licensed to practice in Alabama.
Adds (c): A lawyer or law firm may indicate on any letterhead or other
communication permitted by these rules other jurisdictions in which the lawyer or the
members or associates of the law firm are admitted to practice.
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Effective
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(a) is similar to MR (c) but deletes “actively and regularly;”
Does not adopt MR (d);
Adds (d): The name of a lawyer holding a public office shall not be used in the name
of a law firm, or in communications on its behalf, during any substantial period in
which the lawyer is not practicing with the firm.
(d) Replaces language after “organization” with “unless the relationship stated
or implied in fact exists;”
Adds:
(e) The term “of counsel” shall be used only to refer to a lawyer who has a
close continuing relationship with the firm.
(a): replaces 2nd sentence with: A trade name may not be used by a lawyer in private
practice.
Same as MR

[California’s Rules of Professional Conduct are structured differently from the ABA
Model Rules. Please see California Rules :
http://calbar.ca.gov/calbar/pdfs/rules/Rules_Professional-Conduct.pdf]
Same as MR

Same as MR

Same as MR

Same as MR

Advertisements in the Electronic Media Other Than Computer-Accessed
Communications
(a) Generally. With the exception of computer-based advertisements (which are
subject to the special requirements set forth in rule 4-7.6), all advertisements in the
electronic media, including but not limited to television and radio, are subject to the
requirements of rule 4-7.2.
(b) Appearance on Television or Radio. Advertisements on the electronic media such
as television and radio shall conform to the requirements of this rule.
(1) Prohibited Content. Television and radio advertisements shall not contain:
(A) any feature that is deceptive, misleading, manipulative, or that is likely to confuse
the viewer;
(B) any spokesperson’s voice or image that is recognizable to the public; or
(C) any background sound other than instrumental music.
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GA*
Effective
1/1/01

(2) Permissible Content. Television and radio advertisements may contain:
(A) images that otherwise conform to the requirements of these rules; or
(B) a non-attorney spokesperson speaking on behalf of the lawyer or law firm, as
long as the spokesperson is not a celebrity recognizable to the public. If a
spokesperson is used, the spokesperson shall provide a spoken disclosure identifying
the spokesperson as a spokesperson and disclosing that the spokesperson is not a
lawyer.
*Has not amended Rule since the most recent amendments to the ABA Model Rules
(a) Deletes language after “violates Rule 7.1;”
Adds:
(e) A trade name may be used by a lawyer in private practice if:
(1) the trade name includes the name of at least one of the lawyers
practicing under said name. A law firm name consisting solely of the
name or names of deceased or retired members of the firm does not
have to include the name of an active member of the firm; and
(2) the trade name does not imply a connection with a government
entity, with a public or charitable legal services organization or any
other organization, association or institution or entity, unless there is,
in fact, a connection.
The maximum penalty for a violation of this Rule is a public reprimand.
*Has not amended Rule since the most recent amendments to the ABA Model Rules

HI*
Effective
1/1/94
(b) A law firm may use as, or continue to include in, its name the name or names of
one or more deceased or retired partners of the firm in a continuing line of
succession; provided that where none of the names comprising a firm name is the
name of a current partner who is on the list of active attorneys maintained by
theHawai‘i State Bar, there shall be at least one supervisor, manager, partner, or
shareholder of the firm who is on the list of active attorneys maintained by the bar.
(c) The name of a professional law corporation or limited liability law company,
limited liability law partnership or other such lawful organization shall include the
words "A Law Corporation," "A Limited Liability Law Company," "A Limited
Liability Law Partnership," or other appropriate designation, whenever applicable.
(d) A lawyer who assumes a judicial or public executive or administrative post or
office shall not permit the lawyer's name to remain in the name of a law firm or to be
used in professional notices of or public communications by the firm during any
significant period in which the lawyer is not actively and regularly practicing law as a
partner of the firm, and during such period other partners and associates of the firm
shall not use the lawyer's name in the firm name or in professional notices of or public
communications by the firm.
(e) A law firm shall not be formed or continued between or among lawyers licensed in
different jurisdictions unless all enumerations of the partners, associates, and "of
counsel" lawyers of the firm on its letterhead and in other permissible listings make
clear the jurisdictional limitations on those partners, associates, and "of counsel"
lawyers of the firm not licensed to practice in all listed jurisdictions.
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(f) Lawyers may state or imply that they practice in a partnership or other
organization only when that is the fact.
Same as MR

Same as MR

title is: Professional Notices, Letterheads, Offices, and Law Lists
(a)
A lawyer or law firm shall not use or participate in the use of professional
cards, professional announcement cards, office signs, letterheads, telephone directory
listings, law lists, legal directory listings, or a similar professional notice or device if
it includes a statement or claim that is false, fraudulent, misleading, deceptive, selflaudatory or unfair within the meaning of or that violates the regulations contained in
Rule 7.1.
(b)
A lawyer shall not practice under a name that is misleading as to the
identity, responsibility, or status of those practicing thereunder, or is otherwise false,
fraudulent, misleading, deceptive, self-laudatory or unfair within the meaning of Rule
7.1, or is contrary to law. In that it is inherently misleading, a lawyer in private
practice shall not practice under a trade name. However, the name of a professional
corporation or professional association may contain "P.C." or "P.A." or similar
symbols indicating the nature of the organization, and if otherwise lawful a firm may
use as, or continue to include in, its name, the name or names of one or more
deceased or retired members of the firm or of a predecessor firm in a continuing line
of succession. A lawyer who assumes a judicial, legislative, or public executive or
administrative post or office shall not permit his name to remain in the name of a law
firm or to be used in professional notices of or public communications by the firm
during any significant period in which he is not actively and regularly practicing law
as a member of the firm and during such period other members of the firm shall not
use his name in the firm name or in professional notices of or public communications
by the firm.
(c)
A lawyer shall not hold himself out as having a partnership with one
or more other lawyers unless they are in fact partners.
(d)
A partnership shall not be formed or continued between or among
lawyers licensed in different jurisdictions unless all enumerations of the members and
associates of the firm on its letterhead and in other permissible listings make clear the
jurisdictional limitations on those members and associates of the firm not licensed to
practice in all listed jurisdictions; however the same firm name may be used in each
jurisdiction.
(a) A lawyer shall not use a firm name, letterhead, or other professional
designation that violates rule 32:7.1. A lawyer or law firm may use the
following professional cards, signs, letterheads, or similar professional notices
or devices if they are in dignified form:
(1) A professional card of a lawyer identifying the lawyer by name and as a
lawyer, and giving addresses, telephone numbers, the name of the lawyer’s
law firm, and any information permitted under rule 32:7.4. A professional
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card of a law firm may also give the names of members and associates. Such
cards may be used for identification.
(2) A brief professional announcement card stating new or changed
associations or addresses, change of firm name, or similar matters pertaining
to the professional office of a lawyer or law firm, which may be mailed to
lawyers, clients, former clients, personal friends, and relatives. It shall not
state biographical data except to the extent reasonably necessary to identify
the lawyer or to explain the change in the lawyer’s association, but it may
state the immediate past position of the lawyer. It may give the names and
dates of predecessor firms in a continuing line of succession. It shall not state
the nature of the practice except as permitted under rule 32:7.4. A dignified
announcement of a change in location of office, the addition of a new partner,
equity holder or associate, or a change in the name of a law firm may be
published in one or more newspapers of general circulation over a period of
no more than four weeks.
(3) A sign on or near the door of the office and in the building directory
identifying the law office. The sign shall not state the nature of the practice,
except as permitted under rule 32:7.4.
(4) A letterhead of a lawyer identifying the lawyer by name and as a lawyer
and giving the lawyer’s addresses, telephone numbers, the name of the
lawyer’s law firm, associates, and any information permitted under rule
32:7.4. A letterhead of a law firm may also give the names of members and
associates, and names and dates related to deceased and retired members. A
lawyer may be designated “Of Counsel” on a letterhead if the lawyer has a
continuing relationship with a lawyer or law firm, other than as a partner or
associate. A lawyer or law firm may be designated as “General Counsel” or
by similar professional reference on stationery of a client if the lawyer or the
firm devotes a substantial amount of professional time in the representation of
that client. The letterhead of a law firm may give the names and dates of
predecessor firms in a continuing line of succession.
(b) A law firm with offices in more than one jurisdiction may use the same
name or other professional designation in each jurisdiction, but identification
of the lawyers in an office of the firm shall indicate the jurisdictional
limitations on those not licensed to practice in the jurisdiction where the office
is located.
(c) The name of a lawyer holding a public office shall not be used in the name
of a law firm, or in communications on its behalf, during any substantial
period in which the lawyer is not actively and regularly practicing with the
firm.
(d) Lawyers may state or imply that they practice in a partnership or other
organization only when that is the fact.
(e) A lawyer in private practice shall not practice under a trade name, a name
that is misleading as to the identity of the lawyer or lawyers practicing under
such name, or a firm name containing names other than those of one or more
of the lawyers in the firm. However the name of a professional corporation,
professional association, professional limited liability company, or registered
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MA
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limited liability partnership may contain “P.C.”, “P.A.”, “P.L.C.”, “L.L.P.” or
similar symbols indicating the nature of the organization and, if otherwise
lawful, a firm may use as, or continue to include in, its name, the name or
names of one or more deceased or retired members of the firm or of a
predecessor firm in a continuing line of succession.
(f) A lawyer who is engaged both in the practice of law and another profession or
business shall not so indicate on the lawyer’s letterhead, office sign, or professional
card, and shall not be identified as a lawyer in any publication in connection with the
lawyer’s other profession or business.
(b) Deletes “or other professional designation.”

(1) is similar to MR (a) but deletes language after “Rule 7.1;”
(2) is similar to MR (b) but deletes “or other professional designation;”
(3) is MR (c);
(4) is MR (d);
Adds:
(5) The name of a lawyer who is suspended by the Supreme Court from the
practice of law may not be used by the law firm in any manner until the
lawyer is reinstated. A lawyer who has been permanently disbarred shall not
be included in a firm name, letterhead, or any other professional designation
or advertisement.
The rule is similar to 7.5. It includes the following sentence at the end of (a): "A
lawyer shall not use a trade or fictitious name unless the name is the law firm name
that also appears on the lawyer’s letterhead, business cards, office signs and fee
contracts and appears with the lawyer’s signature on pleadings and other legal
documents."
(b) does not include the phrase "or other professional designation"
includes a subsection (e) not in the MR: "If otherwise lawful, a firm may use as, or
continue to include in, its name, the name or names of one or more deceased or
retired members of the firm, or of a predecessor firm in a continuing line of
succession."
Same as MR

Same as MR

(b) Deletes “or other professional designation.”

*Has not amended Rule since the most recent amendments to the ABA Model Rules
Same as MR.
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New
Proposed
11/24/09
MN
Effective
10/1/05
MS
Effective
11/3/05

Same as 1988 Rule.

Same as MR

See 7.7 for MS version of MR 7.5
Submission of Advertisements
(a) Mandatory Submission. A copy or recording of any advertisement to be published
shall be submitted to the Office of the General Counsel of the Mississippi Bar
(OGCMB) as set forth in paragraph(c) below prior to its first dissemination.
(b) Exemptions. The following are exempt from this submission requirement:
(1) Any advertisement that contains no illustrations and no information other than
that set forth in Rules 7.2 and 7.4;
(2) Any telephone directory advertisement;
(3) Notices or announcements that do not solicit clients, but rather state new or
changed associations or membership of firms, changed location of offices, the
opening of new offices, and similar changes relating to a lawyer or law firm;
(4) Professional business cards or letterhead;
(5) On premises office signage;
(6) Notices and paid listings in law directories addressed primarily to other members
of the legal profession;
(7) Advertisements in professional, trade, academic, resource or specialty
publications circulated to specific subscribing audiences rather than the general
public at large that announce the availability of a lawyer or law firm to practice a
particular type of law in many jurisdictions and that are not for the purpose of
soliciting clients to commence or join in specific litigation to be performed in
Mississippi;
(8) Internet Web pages viewed via a Web browser, in a search initiated by a person
without solicitation.
(9) Informative or scholarly writings in professional, trade or academic publications;
(10) A communication mailed only to existing clients, former clients or other
lawyers;
(11) Any written communications requested by a prospective client;
(12) Any notices or publications required by law; and
(13) Such other exemptions as may be authorized by the OGCMB.
(c) Items to be submitted. A submission with to the OGCMB pursuant to paragraph
(a) shall consist of:
(1) A copy of the advertisement or communication in the form or forms in which it is
to be disseminated (e.g., videotapes, audiotapes, print media, photographs or other
accurate replicas of outdoor advertising);
(2) A transcript, if the advertisement or communication is on videotape or audiotape;
(3) A statement of when and where the advertisement has been, is, or will be used;
and
(4) A fee of twenty-five dollars ($25) per submission of advertisement or
communication timely filed as provided in paragraph (a), or a fee of one hundred and
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fifty dollars ($150) for submissions not timely filed, made payable to The Mississippi
Bar. This fee shall be used only for administration and enforcement of these Rules. A
"submission of advertisement" is defined as each advertisement unless the same
advertisement is to be republished in print and or electronic media utilizing the same
script. An advertisement does not need to be resubmitted upon each dissemination so
long as no changes to form or content are made following the previous submission.
(d) Optional Advisory Opinion. A lawyer may request an advisory opinion
concerning the compliance of a contemplated advertisement or communication with
these Rules in advance of disseminating the advertisement or communication by
submitting the advertisement or communication and fee specified in paragraph (1)
below to the OGCMB at least forty-five days prior to such dissemination. The
OGCMB shall, upon receipt of such request, evaluate all advertisements and
communications submitted to it pursuant to this Rule for compliance with the
applicable requirements set forth in this Rule. If an evaluation is requested, the
OGCMB shall render its advisory opinion within forty-five days of receipt of a
request unless the OGCMB determines that there is reasonable doubt that the
advertisement or communication is in compliance with the Rules and that further
examination is warranted but such evaluation cannot be completed within the fortyfive day time period, and so advise the filing lawyer within the forty-five day time
period. In the latter event, the OGCMB shall complete its review as promptly as the
circumstances reasonably allow. If the OGCMB does not send any correspondence or
notice to the lawyer within forty-five days, the advertisement or communication will
be deemed approved.
(1) Items to be submitted to obtain Advisory Opinion. A submission to OGCMB to
obtain an advisory opinion pursuant to paragraph (d) shall consist of the same items
as (c)(1)(2)(3) above, and an additional fee of fifty dollars ($50) per submission of
advertisement or communication made payable to The Mississippi Bar. This fee shall
be used only for the purposes of evaluation and/or review of advertisements and
preparing the Advisory Opinion. A "submission of advertisement" is defined as each
advertisement unless the same advertisement is to be republished in print or
electronic media utilizing the same script.
(2) Use of finding. A finding by the OGCMB of either compliance or noncompliance
shall not be binding in disciplinary proceedings, but may be offered as evidence.
(3) Change of circumstances. If a change of circumstances occurring subsequent to
the OGCMB's evaluation of an advertisement or communication raises a substantial
possibility that the advertisement or communication has become false or misleading
as a result of the change in circumstances, the lawyer shall promptly resubmit the
advertisement or a modified advertisement with the OGCMB along with an
explanation of the change in circumstances and a fee of twenty dollars ($20) per
"submission of advertisement or communication."
(e) Substantiation. If requested to do so by the OGCMB, the requesting lawyer shall
submit information to substantiate representations made or implied in that lawyer's
advertisement or communication.
(f) Non-compliance. When the OGCMB determines that an advertisement or
communication is not in compliance with the applicable Rules, the OGCMB shall
advise the lawyer by certified mail that dissemination or continued dissemination of
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Effective
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the advertisement or communication may result in professional discipline.
(g) Policies and procedures. The Mississippi Bar shall formulate the necessary
policies and procedures to implement and enforce the provisions of this Rule and
submit same to the Supreme Court for approval pursuant to Rule 3 of the Mississippi
Rules of Discipline.
Same as MR

adds reference to “website” as an example of a professional designation.

replaces (a) with: (a) A lawyer shall not use a firm name, letterhead or other
professional designation that violates Rule 7.1. A trade name may be used by a
lawyer in private practice if: (1) the trade name includes the name of at least one of
the lawyers practicing under said name. A law firm consisting solely of the name or
names of deceased or retired members of the firm does not have to include the name
of an active member of the firm; (2) the trade name does not imply a connection with
a government entity, with a public or charitable legal services organization or any
other organization, association or institution or entity, unless there is, in fact, a
connection; and (3) the trade name is not otherwise in violation of Rule 7.1.
(b): adds “that has registered with the State Bar of Nevada under Rule 7.5A” after
“more than one jurisdiction”
(c), adds to end: “This provision does not apply to a lawyer who takes a brief hiatus
from practice to serve as an elected member of the Nevada State Legislature when the
legislature is in session.”
(b) Deletes language after “jurisdiction;”
Adds:
(c) Identification of the lawyers in an office of a law firm shall indicate the
jurisdictional limitations on those not licensed to practice in the jurisdiction
where the office is located.
(d) is MR (c);
(e) is MR (d).
(a) A lawyer shall not use a firm name, letterhead, or other professional designation
that violates RPC 7.1. Except for organizations referred to in R. 1:21-1(d), the name
under which a lawyer or law firm practices shall include the full or last names of one
or more of the lawyers in the firm or office or the names of a person or persons who
have ceased to be associated with the firm through death or retirement.
(b) A law firm with offices in more than one jurisdiction may use the same name in
each jurisdiction. In New Jersey, identification of all lawyers of the firm, in
advertisements, on letterheads or anywhere else that the firm name is used, shall
indicate the jurisdictional limitations on those not licensed to practice in New Jersey.
Where the name of an attorney not licensed to practice in this State is used in a firm
name, any advertisement, letterhead or other communication containing the firm
name must include the name of at least one licensed New Jersey attorney who is
responsible for the firm's New Jersey practice or the local office thereof.
(c) A firm name shall not contain the name of any person not actively associated with
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NM
Effective
11/2/09

NY
Effective
4/1/09

the firm as an attorney, other than that of a person or persons who have ceased to be
associated with the firm through death or retirement.
(d) Lawyers may state or imply that they practice in a partnership only if the persons
designated in the firm name and the principal members of the firm share in the
responsibility and liability for the firm's performance of legal services.
(e) A law firm name may include additional identifying language such as "&
Associates" only when such language is accurate and descriptive of the firm. Any
firm name including additional identifying language such as "Legal Services" or other
similar phrases shall inform all prospective clients in the retainer agreement or other
writing that the law firm is not affiliated or associated with a public, quasi-public or
charitable organization. However, no firm shall use the phrase "legal aid" in its name
or in any additional identifying language.
(f) In any case in which an organization practices under a trade name as permitted by
paragraph (a) above, the name or names of one or more of its principally responsible
attorneys, licensed to practice in this State, shall be displayed on all letterheads, signs,
advertisements and cards or other places where the trade name is used.
Changed to Rule 16-705;
(a) Renamed to Paragraph “A. Use of trade or firm name;” Replaces “Rule 7.1”
with “Rule 16-701 of the Rules of Professional Conduct;”
(b) Renamed to Paragraph “B. Multi-jurisdictional law firms;”
(c) Renamed to Paragraph “C. Use of names of lawyers holding public office;”
(d) Renamed to Paragraph “D. Statements about associations.”
Changes title to:
RULE 7.5: PROFESSIONAL NOTICES, LETTERHEADS AND SIGNS
(a) A lawyer or law firm may use internet web sites, professional cards,
professional announcement cards, office signs, letterheads or similar
professional notices or devices, provided the same do not violate any statute
or court rule and are in accordance with Rule 7.1, including the following:
(1) a professional card of a lawyer identifying the lawyer by name and
as a lawyer, and giving addresses, telephone numbers, the name of the
law firm, and any information permitted under Rule 7.1(b) or Rule 7.4.
A professional card of a law firm may also give the names of members
and associates;
(2) a professional announcement card stating new or changed
associations or addresses, change of firm name, or similar matters
pertaining to the professional offices of a lawyer or law firm or any
nonlegal business conducted by the lawyer or law firm pursuant to
Rule 5.7. It may state biographical data, the names of members of the
firm and associates, and the names and dates of predecessor firms in a
continuing line of succession. It may state the nature of the legal
practice if permitted under Rule 7.4;
(3) a sign in or near the office and in the building directory identifying
the law office and any nonlegal business conducted by the lawyer or
law firm pursuant to Rule 5.7. The sign may state the nature of the
legal practice if permitted under Rule 7.4; or
(4) a letterhead identifying the lawyer by name and as a lawyer, and
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giving addresses, telephone numbers, the name of the law firm,
associates and any information permitted under Rule 7.1(b) or Rule
7.4. A letterhead of a law firm may also give the names of members
and associates, and names and dates relating to deceased and retired
members. A lawyer or law firm may be designated “Of Counsel” on a
letterhead if there is a continuing relationship with a lawyer or law
firm, other than as a partner or associate. A lawyer or law firm may
be designated as “General Counsel” or by similar professional
reference on stationery of a client if the lawyer or the firm devotes a
substantial amount of professional time in the representation of that
client. The letterhead of a law firm may give the names and dates of
predecessor firms in a continuing line of succession.
(b) A lawyer in private practice shall not practice under a trade name, a name
that is misleading as to the identity of the lawyer or lawyers practicing under
such name, or a firm name containing names other than those of one or more
of the lawyers in the firm, except that the name of a professional corporation
shall contain “PC” or such symbols permitted by law, the name of a limited
liability company or partnership shall contain “LLC,” “LLP” or such
symbols permitted by law and, if otherwise lawful, a firm may use as, or
continue to include in its name the name or names of one or more deceased or
retired members of the firm or of a predecessor firm in a continuing line of
succession. Such terms as “legal clinic,” “legal aid,” “legal service office,”
“legal assistance office,” “defender office” and the like may be used only by
qualified legal assistance organizations, except that the term “legal clinic”
may be used by any lawyer or law firm provided the name of a participating
lawyer or firm is incorporated therein. A lawyer or law firm may not include
the name of a nonlawyer in its firm name, nor may a lawyer or law firm that
has a contractual relationship with a nonlegal professional or nonlegal
professional service firm pursuant to Rule 5.8 to provide legal and other
professional services on a systematic and continuing basis include in its firm
name the name of the nonlegal professional service firm or any individual
nonlegal professional affiliated therewith. A lawyer who assumes a judicial,
legislative or public executive or administrative post or office shall not permit
the lawyer’s name to remain in the name of a law firm or to be used in
professional notices of the firm during any significant period in which the
lawyer is not actively and regularly practicing law as a member of the firm
and, during such period, other members of the firm shall not use the lawyer’s
name in the firm name or in professional notices of the firm.
(c) Lawyers shall not hold themselves out as having a partnership with one or
more other lawyers unless they are in fact partners.
(d) A partnership shall not be formed or continued between or among lawyers
licensed in different jurisdictions unless all enumerations of the members and
associates of the firm on its letterhead and in other permissible listings make
clear the jurisdictional limitations on those members and associates of the
firm not licensed to practice in all listed jurisdictions; however, the same firm
name may be used in each jurisdiction.
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(e) A lawyer or law firm may utilize a domain name for an internet web site
that does not include the name of the lawyer or law firm provided:
(1) all pages of the web site clearly and conspicuously include the
actual name of the lawyer or law firm;
(2) the lawyer or law firm in no way attempts to engage in the practice
of law using the domain name;
(3) the domain name does not imply an ability to obtain results in a
matter; and
(4) the domain name does not otherwise violate these Rules.
(f) A lawyer or law firm may utilize a telephone number which contains a
domain name, nickname, moniker or motto that does not otherwise violate
these Rules.
(a): replaces “otherwise” with “false or misleading,” adds “Every trade name used by
a law firm shall be registered with the North Carolina State Bar for a determination of
whether the name is misleading.” to end
Adds (c) A law firm maintaining offices only in North Carolina may not list any
person not licensed to practice law in North Carolina as a lawyer affiliated with the
firm unless the listing properly identifies the jurisdiction in which the lawyer is
licensed and states that the lawyer is not licensed in North Carolina.
(d): same as MR (c) but adds “whether or not the lawyer is precluded from practicing
law” to end
(e): same as MR (d) but adds “professional” before “organization”
Adds: (e) A lawyer may identify legal assistants on the lawyer's letterhead and on
business cards identifying the lawyer's firm, provided the legal assistant's status is
clearly identified.
(a): replaces material after first sentence with “A lawyer in private practice shall not
practice under a trade name, a name that is misleading as to the identity of the lawyer
or lawyers practicing under the name, or a firm name containing names other than
those of one or more of the lawyers in the firm, except that the name of a professional
corporation or association, legal clinic, limited liability company, or registered
partnership shall contain symbols indicating the nature of the organization as required
by Gov. Bar R. III. If otherwise lawful, a firm may use as, or continue to include in,
its name the name or names of one or more deceased or retired members of the firm
or of a predecessor firm in a continuing line of succession.”
(b) A law firm with offices in more than one jurisdiction that lists attorneys
associated with the firm shall indicate the jurisdictional limitations on those not
licensed to practice in Ohio.
Same as MR

(a) A lawyer may use professional announcement cards, office signs, letterheads,
telephone and electronic directory listings, legal directory listings or other
professional notices so long as the information contained therein complies with Rule
7.1 and other applicable Rules.
(b) A lawyer may be designated "Of Counsel" on a letterhead if the lawyer has a
continuing professional relationship with a lawyer or law firm, other than as a partner
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PA
Effective
7/1/06
RI
Effective
4/15/07

SC
Effective
10/1/05
SD
Effective
1/1/04
TN
Effective

or associate. A lawyer may be designated as "General Counsel" or by a similar
professional reference on stationery of a client if the lawyer or the lawyer's firm
devotes a substantial amount of professional time in the representation of the client.
(c) A lawyer in private practice:
(1) shall not practice under a name that is misleading as to the identity of the lawyer
or lawyers practicing under such name or under a name that contains names other
than those of lawyers in the firm;
(2) may use a trade name in private practice if the name does not state or imply a
connection with a governmental agency or with a public or charitable legal services
organization and is not otherwise in violation of Rule 7.1; and
(3) may use in a firm name the name or names of one or more of the retiring,
deceased or retired members of the firm or a predecessor law firm in a continuing line
of succession. The letterhead of a lawyer or law firm may give the names and dates of
predecessor firms in a continuing line of succession and may designate the firm or a
lawyer practicing in the firm as a professional corporation.
(d) Except as permitted by paragraph (c), a lawyer shall not permit his or her name to
remain in the name of a law firm or to be used by the firm during the time the lawyer
is not actively and regularly practicing law as a member of the firm. During such
time, other members of the firm shall not use the name of the lawyer in the firm name
or in professional notices of the firm. This rule does not apply to periods of one year
or less during which the lawyer is not actively and regularly practicing law as a
member of the firm if it was contemplated that the lawyer would return to active and
regular practice with the firm within one year.
(e) Lawyers shall not hold themselves out as practicing in a law firm unless the
lawyers are actually members of the firm.
(f) Subject to the requirements of paragraph (c), a law firm practicing in more than
one jurisdiction may use the same name in each jurisdiction, but identification of the
firm members in an office of the firm shall indicate the jurisdictional limitations of
those not licensed to practice in the jurisdiction where the office is located.
(a): adds at the end: If otherwise lawful a firm may use as, or continue to include in,
its name, the name or names of one or more deceased or retired members of the firm or
of a predecessor firm in a continuing line of succession.
Does not adopt MR (c) but adds instead:
(c) The name of a lawyer holding a public office during any substantial period
in which the lawyer is not actively and regularly practicing with the firm, and
the name of a lawyer who is disbarred or suspended from the practice of law
for a period of at least six (6) months, shall not be used in the name of a law
firm or in communication on its behalf.
Same as MR

adds as (e): The disclosure required in Rule 1.4(c)(1) or (2) shall be in black ink with
type no smaller than the type used for showing the individual lawyer’s names.
Same as MR
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TX*
Effective
3/1/05

UT
Effective
11/1/05
VT
Effective
9/1/09
VA
Effective
1/1/04

WA

*Has not amended Rule since the most recent amendments to the ABA Model Rules
(a) A lawyer in private practice shall not practice under a trade name, a name that is
misleading as to the identity of the lawyer or lawyers practicing under such name, or
a firm name containing names other than those of one or more of the lawyers in the
firm, except that the names of a professional corporation, professional association,
limited liability partnership, or professional limited liability company may contain
“P.C.,” “P.A.,” “L.L.P.,” “P.L.L.C.,” or similar symbols indicating the nature of the
organization, and if otherwise lawful a firm may use as, or continue to include in, its
name the name or names of one or more deceased or retired members of the firm or
of a predecessor firm in a continuing line of succession. Nothing herein shall prohibit
a married woman from practicing under her maiden name.
(c) Replaces language before “shall not be” with “(c) The name of a lawyer
occupying a judicial, legislative, or public executive or administrative
Position;”
(d) A lawyer shall not hold himself or herself out as being a partner, shareholder, or
associate with one or more other lawyers unless they are in fact partners,
shareholders, or associates.
(e) A lawyer shall not advertise in the public media or seek professional employment
by any communication under a trade or fictitious name, except that a lawyer who
practices under a firm name as authorized by paragraph (a) of this Rule may use that
name in such advertisement or communication but only if that name is the firm name
that appears on the lawyer’s letterhead, business cards, office sign, fee contracts, and
with the lawyer’s signature on pleadings and other legal documents. (f) A lawyer
shall not use a firm name, letterhead, or other professional designation that violates
Rule 7.02(a).
Same as MR

Same as MR

(a) A lawyer or law firm may use or participate in the use of a professional card,
professional announcement card, office sign, letterheads, telephone directory listing,
law list, legal directory listing, website, or a similar professional notice or device
unless it includes a statement or claim that is false, fraudulent, misleading, or
deceptive. A trade name may be used by a lawyer in private practice if it does not
imply a connection with a government agency or with a public or charitable legal
services organization and is not otherwise in violation of Rule 7.1 and 7.2.
(b) A law firm shall not be formed or continued between or among lawyers licensed
in different jurisdictions unless all enumerations of the members and associates of the
firm on its letterhead and in other permissible listings make clear the jurisdictional
limitations of those members and associates of the firm not licensed to practice in all
listed jurisdictions; however, the same firm name may be used in each jurisdiction.
Same as MR
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WV*
Effective
1/1/89
WI
Effective
7/1/07
WY
Effective
7/1/06

*Has not amended Rule since the most recent amendments to the ABA Model Rules
(b) Deletes “or other professional designation.”
Same as MR

(b): replaces “other professional designation” with “a similar name”
(d): Lawyers shall clearly and accurately state the organizational structure of the
organization in which they practice. Lawyers may not state or imply that they practice
in a partnership, firm or other organization if that is not the fact. If lawyers use a
name or designation that implies they are practicing in a partnership, firm or other
organization, when, in fact, they are not, adding a disclaimer such as "not a
partnership" or "an association of sole practitioners" shall not render the name or
designation permissible under Rule 7.4.
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