:

President. Seriously, it is an honor 1o have the Opportunity to serve in this:

. help of the Board of Directors who meet the highest standards of profes- -

- All of the locaI bar associations expressed concern that the pubhc has a
_poor image of lawyers. In our meeting, all agreed that there were a vari- -

R Presdonts Puses /it:ros%
L Rlnunj 2005

My Apologies To Groucho Marx

This is my first column as President of the Nashvdle Bar Assocmtson

Frankly, it is hard for me to believe that | am President of an organi- - : ':_ i
zation that was established in 1831, and has almost 3,000 members; = - |

making it the largest Metropolitan bar association in Tennessee. T

realize that many of you are thinking ]ust what I'm thinking; | am not - S

certain I want to be a member of an organization that has me as its .

position. It will be hard to follow in the footsteps of Gregg Ramos who dld
an excellent job of leading this organization last year. However,; with the

sionalism and judgment, law partness who fully support me in this endeavor - -
and my wonderful assistant of 23 years, Jean Moore, I am optimistic that '
the Nashville Bar Association will continue with its excellent record of
service to the legal community even wtth me as its Pre51dent o

There have already been two events in my bnef tenure as the NBA Pre51- :
dent that have reinforced my thouOhts and oplmons on tht we should try :
to accomplish as a bar association: : ' S

First, I attended a meeting hosted by the Tennessee Bar Association that
brought together the leaders of various local bar associations, including =~ -
Knoxville, Memphis and Chattancoga.  Each of the local bar association
leaders identified their “themes” or goals for the year. ‘The visions ex- -.
pressed by each of the local bar 1eaders were remarkably sumiar D

ety of reasons for our poor image, and we struggled with ways to improve ~ S
it. This issue — the poor public i image of lawyers - is somethmg that I had
hoped we could address during my t tenure as Prestdent._ RN

Today, I participated in a second event that brought these tssues o the

front of my mind. Judge George Paine hosted a brief ceremony in whlch a.
plaque honoring the “Sister Cities” relationship that Nashville enjoys with
Zagreb, Croatia was unveiled. Through Judge Paine’s efforts; ou city has”

established an exchange of ideas hetween the commercial courts in Croatta S
and our business and commercial courts and systems. To borrow a phrase S

from Martha Stewart “it is a very good thmg

These two experiences have made me reahze what we need to do as lawyers R

to improve our image. First and foremost, I believe we need to do a good

~ job. Tt seems to me that the first step is to make sure that we representall -0 7]
- of our clients zealously, but honorably and ethically. “As a result, we will be' .
. improving our image one client at a time.. I realize that this 1_s.eertam1y a ot
long-term strategy, but I believe it is essential to our collective desire to im- =~ .
prove our image. As my partner Jim Kelley puts it, “doing a good job is like ="
spreading wildflower seeds along the highway. You never know which seed = =
will sprout and make a beautiful flower, but many of them will and the ef-~~ """
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fect will be positive.” Secondly, in the short-term,
we need to continue our professions long-standing
commitment to public service, and | don't mean
just public service in the form of pro bono work. 1
mean public service by serving on charitable boards,
by building Habitat for Humanity houses, by volun-
teering our time for wonderful charirties like Second
* Harvest Food Bank, and by supporting the Arts in
- our city and community. call on each and every- -
_.one of you to “step up to the plate” and continue
your public service efforts — or better yet improve
~and increase them. During the coming vear, I will
attempt to “toot our own hom” for the NBA in the

tradition of my partner, Jim Neal, who is an expert -

at tooting his own horn. 1 will meet with. commu-
nity leaders and discuss opportunities for lawyers to
assist in service to our community. At every op-
portunity, I will actempt to remind those who will

listen that “lawyers are the glue that holds society to- -
gether.” Rather than resolving our differences by the
usé of force, our society resolves disputes by following o
the rule of law. Without lawyers, the entire system ©
would fall apart. Please join me in my effort this year
to remind the public at large that ]awyers aren't wch
bad peoplc after all. ® .7 S

MQW jﬁmj,

us today and find out how we can do it for you.

THAT'S WHAT WE DO, EVERY DAY.® Building a business while controlling costs is a chaflenge. Special Counsel
_has the answers. Leading law firms and corporate legal departments have come to rely on our full range of legal y .
workforce solutions. From temporary staffing to direct hire, and with leading edge solutions such as our Concise® - S '(615)‘ 390-7700
Deposition Summary Service, we handle it all. We do it by ccntammg costs 50 you can grow yourbottom line. Cail SR (800) 737.3436 :

www spec:aicounﬁel com

DiD )’OU KNOW that Special Counsel now offers medical document review services? Legal Nurse Services has
qualified professionals on call. Cali toli-free today for information. 1-888-58-NURSE {1-888-586-8773) -




