. quitra Costa Lawyer

dent’s message

"by Richard C. Raines

is written,

- The Conrra Costa Coupty Bar Associg- _

tion is a truly remarkable organization,

for which I take absolutely no credit. It B

has extremely cordial relations with the

Bench, with the local law school, JohnF. -

Kennedy University School of Law, and

‘with countless other organizations, It has =
a nationwide reputation for excellence, - -
and it continuously strives to improve,
It provides excellent value and opportu-

nities for its members, and serves the

greater legal community (including non-

members) through its numerous programs
and services.

This. year, we continued our Educa-

tional Outreach Program, which puts

- volunteer lawyers in contact with each
local high school to promote underscand-
ing of and respect for our legal system.

We completely revamped our internal
governance rules to petmit a greater

turnover on the Board of Directors and-

concomitant greater participation by our

members. We drafted, revised and cir-

culated our first Diversity Initiative to
artempt to raise the consciousness and

- commitment of local attorneys and law

firms to this imporrant issue. We con-
tinued the “Get 10 Kaow Your Local
Judges” nights, to allow social interac-
tion berween our members and the bench

x-bar presidents don't die, they just -
Bl fade away. With apologies to General
" Douglas MacArthur I am fading as chxs :
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officers in a relaxed, non-formal milieu.

The Bar Fund is doing great work, and .
purona. spectacular Trivia Bowl cvenr L -
* Speaking of spectacular, theannualMCIE SR '_
. Spectacular was on November 19 and.as .
4_ -always, wa.sahighlyworthwhdcEeammg,."_ g

expenence at an extrcmely aeractive

- price.

1 urge those of you whosecontacr with
the Bar Association is limited to reading
its magazine (and a wonderful magazine .
it is, too) to get involved in the many”

-sections and other activities- of interest.
We are truly blessed to have a remarkable
-executive director. and an outstandmg i

- staff, and any of them can help you find -
~ an activity which you will find worrh— DR

while, even stimulating. © _
- Before I fade complerely .zw':y Iwant
to thank Lisa and her incredible staff, and.

" Tammy-lyn Gallerani (the immediate _
- past-president) for leaving things sowell . - _

rended to; and all the members of the :

board of directors who have served w:ch i

me and before me, :
It has truly been my pleasure. ¢

— Rich Raines is a trial latwyer focusing on
businessfcommercial cases. Me is a Lradpate
of UC Santa Batbara and Hastings College.
of The Law, Me ierved on. the Execntive
Cnmm:_‘tfea of the Stete Bar Litigation Sec-
toH, Servesas judge pro tem and discovery
veferee and i a Frequent authos and lectuser

' Jor CEB.




