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March 31, 2010 

Kimberly Vann 
Communications Coordinator, Division for Bar Services 
American Bar Association 
321 No. Clark Street, 20th floor 
Chicago, IL 60654-7598 

vannk2@staff.abanet.org 

 Re:  ABA Partnership Awards Program Application 
 
Dear Ms. Vann: 
 
We are pleased to submit this application for the 2010 ABA Partnership 
Awards on behalf of the Hispanic Bar Association of Orange County (HBA) 
and its Wally Davis Scholarship Program. 
 
1. Program Title. 
The Wallace (Wally) R. Davis Memorial Scholarships 
 
2. Name of Bar Association 
Hispanic Bar Association of Orange County (“HBA”) 
 
3. Address 
P.O. Box 6130 
 
4. City/State/Zip Code 
Newport Beach, CA 92658 
 
5. Phone 
(949) 440-6700, Ext. 253 
 
6. Email Address 
Info@ocHBA.org 
 
7. Number of Association Members 
120 (as of official figures reported to the Orange County Bar Association in 
2009) 
 

HISPANIC BAR ASSOCIATION 
OF ORANGE COUNTY 

P.O. Box 6130 
Newport Beach, CA 92658 

Telephone: (949) 440-6700 x253 
Fax: (949) 440-6710 
e-mail: info@ochba.org 
web: www.ochba.org 
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PROGRAM INFORMATION  
 
8. Description of your program to include program's objectives, history of program, number of times 
presented, targeted audience, number of people participating, measurable results of efforts to date 
(include statistics, program evaluation and follow-up) and future program plans 
 

The Wallace (Wally) R. Davis Memorial Scholarship Fund is sponsored by the Hispanic Bar 
Association and awards scholarships to Orange County Latino law students. Latinos constitute 
almost 50% of California’s population, yet less than 4% of California’s attorneys are Latino.  
The Scholarship Fund provides financial assistance to qualifying students who are currently 
attending law school and who have demonstrated involvement in the Latino Community.   
 
The Fund was named in memory of Wally Davis, one of the first Latino attorneys in Orange 
County who fought for the civil rights of all Hispanics. Eligible students must be of Latino 
origin and involved in the Latino community.  Priority is given to students with significant ties 
to Orange County.   
 
First awarded in 1995, the scholarships have been given out each year to 43 individual 
recipients, each of whom typically receives multiple awards during their law school careers.  
Thirty-three of the recipients were young women. 
 
These scholarships help even the playing field so that needy but deserving students from 
working class roots can have an opportunity to go to law school and they are a very effective 
tool for empowerment in the local legal community: two recent scholarship recipients have been 
hired by Latham & Watkins, and by Sheppard Mullin Richter and Hampton (see attachments).   
 
The scholarships also are a crucial part of the HBA's contribution to social justice, as they are 
awarded to students who can demonstrate a commitment to public service.  Five scholarship 
recipients have gone on to become public defenders; three others work for public entities; and 
four more have come back to serve on the HBA board, including one who even rose to become 
HBA president 

 
9. Total Program Budget 
 

This year the HBA awarded $16,300 in scholarships to five eligible students.  Funding varies 
from year to year based on the economic climate. 

 
10. Source of Program Funds 
 

The principal source of the funds that nourish the scholarship is the HBA’s annual scholarship 
fundraising banquet. 

 
11. Other Resources (e.g. inkind contributions,materials, etc.) 
 

In addition to the scholarship fundraising dinner, the HBA encourages direct donations from 
members to be made directly to the scholarship fund. 
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12. Identify other "partners" who supported your effort (e.g. bar associations, agencies, high 
schools/colleges/universities/law schools, law firms, etc.) 
 

In order to facilitate the awards, the HBA works in close coordination with the Orange County 
Community Foundation and the Orange County Hispanic Education Endowment Fund. 
 
Additionally, the HBA relies on dinner sponsors who underwrite the HBA’s annual dinner, 
which is the largest scholarship fundraiser.  In 2010, for example, the HBA attracted twenty 
sponsors, including the Walt Disney Company and the Jones Day law firm, each of which 
contributed $15,000.  Other sponsors included the Garden City Group at $5,000, and fifteen law 
firm sponsors who contributed $2,500 each: Adorno & Yoss; Aitken Aitken; Berman More & 
González; Carlton DiSante; Chapman Law School; Crowell & Moring; Judicate West; Latham 
& Watkins; O'Melveny & Myers; Sheppard Mullin; Snell & Wilmer; Troutman Sanders; 
Waldron & Bragg; Whittier Law School; and Wells Fargo Bank. 

 
13. Note any recognition that these efforts have received (e.g. media coverage, awards, etc.) 
 

The HBA’s scholarship fundraiser has received notable community attention over the years.  
Attendance of the dinner itself has ranged from 400-500 in recent years.  This year, our event was 
covered in the Orange County Register, the Orange County Business Journal and the Orange County 
Lawyer. 

 
14. Could another bar association easily replicate this program? If so, how? Are there materials, 
checklists, reports that lend themselves to a "how to" guide for other organizations? Please include any 
pertinent materials with the application form or send separately by e-mail. 
 

Yes.  The model is simple.  The scholarships are the centerpiece of the HBA’s activities.  We 
put on a great annual dinner.  We raise money.  And, the lio’s share of the money that’s left over 
after we pay for the food and entertainment goes into our scholarship fund (some portion of it 
goes to our operating fund which allows us to put the whole thing together). 

 
15. What suggestions or recommendations would you offer to others who might undertake a similar 
program? 
 

Set up a program that will make a substantial difference in the community and ask the leaders of 
business and industry in your community to stand alongside you in support of it. 

 
16. Program contact person, title, phone number: 
 

Jacob C. Gonzales, HBA Scholarship Committee Chairman, (949) 760-0204 
 
17. Program contact person's snail mail and e-mail address: 
 

Waldron & Bragg LLP 
23 Corporate Plaza Dr Ste 200 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 
jgonzales@waldronbragg.com 
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SUPPORTING MATERIALS SUBMITTED WITH THIS APPLICATION  
 
1)  Letter of support from Norma García Guillén of Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton, LLP, 
2001 Wally Davis Scholar and 2008 HBA President.  Ms. Guillén’s letter attests to the 
following facts: 

o Ms. Guillén was born to immigrant parents and is a product of the public schools 
o Ms. Guillén received a Wally Davis Scholarship to attend the University of 

Southern California School of Law 
o Ms. Guillén fit the Wally Davis Scholarship recipient mold of someone who has 

demonstrated a commitment to serving the Latino community 
o As HBA president, Ms. Guillén was able to appreciate first-hand the unique 

partnerships that the HBA has forged to make the Wally Davis Scholarships a 
reality in the community 

 
2)  Letter of support from Mayté Santacruz Benadidez of Latham & Watkins, 2005, 2006 and 
2007 Wally Davis Scholar and 2010-2011 HBA Board member.  Ms. Santacruz’s letter attests 
to the following facts: 

o Ms. Santacruz migrated to the United States at the age of 11 and never imagined 
that she would be able to attend a prestigious law school 

o Ms. Santacruz received a Wally Davis Scholarship to attend the University of 
California, Berkeley (Boalt Hall) School of Law 

o Ms. Santacruz serves on the HBA Board and has joined the HBA's Scholarship 
Committee 

 
3)  Letter of support from Israel Claustro of the Orange County District Attorney’s Office, 
1999 Wally Davis Scholar.  Mr. Claustro’s letter attests to the following facts: 

o Mr. Claustro received a Wally Davis Scholarship to attend Western State 
University College of Law 

o After law school, Mr. Claustro joined a DA’s office that is only five percent 
Hispanic 

o Mr. Claustro calls the HBA “the most active and supportive organization of 
underprivileged Hispanic law students in our community” 

 
4)  Letter of support from Linda Luna of Hollins Schechter, 2003 Wally Davis Scholar.  Ms. 
Luna’s letter attests to the following facts: 

o Ms. Luna received a Wally Davis Scholarship to attend Chapman University 
School of Law 

o Ms. Luna believes that she “learned civic responsibility and the importance of 
giving back” from receiving an HBA scholarship, and is active in the community 

 
5)  Letter of support from Mario Zapata of Nicastro Piscopo, 2004 Wally Davis Scholar.  Mr. 
Zapata’s letter attests to the following facts: 

o Mr. Zapata received a Wally Davis Scholarship to attend Chapman University 
School of Law 

o Mr. Zapata has “witnessed the hard work” of the HBA to raise funds for the 
Wally Davis Scholarship 
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