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STATE STATUTORY PROVISION(S) AND CITATION(S)

Alabama Any person, firm or corporation making or partidipg in the making of a report pursuant to thisptbaor
participating in a judicial proceeding resultingtéfrom shall in so doing be immune from any lidgilcivil or
criminal, that might otherwise be incurred or impos Ala. Code § 38-9-9

Alaska A person who in good faith makes a repodenAS 47.24.010, regardless of whether the passmquired to do so
is immune from civil or criminal liability that mig otherwise be incurred or imposed for makingrdport. Alaska
Stat. § 47.24.120(a)

Arizona Any person making a complaint, furnishing a repiofgrmation or records required or authorized lig thapter or

otherwise participating in the program authorizgdtis chapter or in a judicial or administrativ@geeding or
investigation resulting from reports, informationrecords submitted or obtained pursuant to thégptdr is immune
from any civil or criminal liability by reason otish action, unless the person acted with maliagntess such perso
has been charged with or is suspected of abusipipigng or neglecting the incapacitated or vuligde adult in
qguestion. ... Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 46-453(A)

Arkansas (#1)
Ark. Code Ann. 88 12-12-
1701 — 12-12-172{relating
to reporting & investigation

(a) Any person, official, or institution acting good faith in the making of a report, the takingagghotograph, or thg
removal of a maltreated person under this subchaptdl have immunity from liability and suit foathages, civil or
criminal, that otherwise might result by reasonhafse actions.

(b) The good faith of any person required to reparaise of adult maltreatment or long-term carditiacesident
maltreatment shall be presumed. Ark. Code Anr2-82-1713

Arkansas (#2)
Ark. Code Ann. 88 9-20-10]
— 9-20-121 (authorizing
APS to take victims into
protective custody)

This statute contains no reporting provisions.

California

(a) No care custodian, clergy member, health gracér, or employee of an adult protective sernagency or a loca
law enforcement agency who reports a known or saiegenstance of elder or dependent adult abudketshaivilly
or criminally liable for any report required or hatized by this article. Any other person reportsnknown or
suspected instance of elder or dependent aduleahal not incur civil or criminal liability asrasult of any report
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authorized by this article, unless it can be praven a false report was made and the person Kmetvitte report was
false. No person required to make a report putsieethis article, or any person taking photograghisis or her
discretion, shall incur any civil or criminal lidiby for taking photographs of a suspected victiheler or dependen
adult abuse or causing photographs to be takencbf & suspected victim or for disseminating thet@iraphs with
the reports required by this article. Howevers gection shall not be construed to grant immunaty this liability
with respect to any other use of the photograf®al. Welf. & Inst. Code § 15634(a)

~+

(c) The Legislature finds that, even though it passided immunity from liability to persons requiréo report elder
or dependent adult abuse, immunity does not elitaitiee possibility that actions may be brought agjaihose
persons based upon required reports of abuserdén to further limit the financial hardship thhbse persons may
incur as a result of fulfilling their legal respdniities, it is necessary that they not be unfablurdened by legal fee
incurred in defending those actions. Thereforegra custodian, clergy member, health practitiomean employee
of an adult protective services agency or a lcaalénforcement agency may present to the StatedBd&ontrol a
claim for reasonable attorneys' fees incurred ynaation against that person on the basis of makireport required
or authorized by this article if the court has dssed the action upon a demurrer or motion for sargrjudgment
made by that person, or if he or she prevails énattion. The State Board of Control shall allbattclaim if the
requirements of this subdivision are met, and thincshall be paid from an appropriation to be miadehat
purpose. Attorneys' fees awarded pursuant tes#aon shall not exceed an hourly rate greater the rate charged
by the Attorney General at the time the award iderend shall not exceed an aggregate amount yfhidusand
dollars ($50,000). This subdivision shall not gpphk public entity has provided for the defen$¢he action
pursuant to Section 995 of the Government Codd. \Walf. & Inst. Code § 15634(c)

Ul

Colorado

Any person, except a perpetrator, complicitor,mranspirator, who makes a report pursuant to #ean shall be
immune from any civil or criminal liability on acaat of such report, testimony, or participationrmaking such
report, so long as such action was taken in goitial &d not in reckless disregard of the truthnoviolation of
subsection (4) of this section. Colo. Rev. Stain A8 26-3.1-102(5)

Any person, except a perpetrator, complicitor,aranspirator, who makes a report pursuant to #usan shall be
immune from any civil or criminal liability on acaat of such report, testimony, or participatiormaking such
report, so long as such action was taken in goitial &d not in reckless disregard of the truthnoviplation of
subsection (4) of this section. Colo. Rev. Stain A8 26-3.1-204(5)

Connecticut

Any person who makes any report pursuant to secti@h-450 to 17b-461, inclusive, or who testifiresuny
administrative or judicial proceeding arising frannch report shall be immune from any civil or cnatiliability on
account of such report or testimony, except fdriligy for perjury, unless such person acted in fath or with
malicious purpose. Conn. Gen. Stat. Ann. 8 17h(@)51
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Delaware

Anyone participating in good faith in the makingeofeport pursuant to this chapter shall have imipdiom any
liability, civil or criminal that might otherwisexést and such immunity shall extend to participatio any judicial
proceedings resulting from such report. Del. Cade. tit. 31, § 3910(c)

District of Columbia

Any person who reports an gdld case of abuse, neglect, or exploitation putdoa 7-1903 shall be immune from

civil or criminal liability for so reporting if heshe, or it has acted in good faith. D.C. Code.A#-1908

Florida

Any person who participates in making a report ursdd15.1034 or participates in a judicial progegdesulting
therefrom is presumed to be acting in good faitth amless lack of good faith is shown by clear emalvincing
evidence, is immune from any liability, civil origrinal, that otherwise might be incurred or impas@&dhis section
does not grant immunity, civil or criminal, to apgrson who is suspected of having abused, neglemtedploited,
or committed any illegal act upon or against, anewhble adult. Fla. Stat. Ann. § 415.1036(1)

Anyone making a report who is acting in good fatimmune from any liability under this subsectifdOTE: The
referenced subsection pertains to criminal persafteknowing and willfully making a false repoitaxdvising
another person to do so.] Fla. Stat. Ann. 8 41§3){b)

Any person who makes a report and acts in gool faitmmune from any liability under this sectiamdacontinues
to be entitled to have the confidentiality of hisher identity maintained. [NOTE: The referencedti®® pertains to
administrative fines for making a false report ougseling another person to do so.] Fla. Stat. Ar#5.1113(10)

Georgia

Anyone who makes a report pursuant toctiapter, who testifies in any judicial proceedingiag from the report,
who provides protective services, or who parti@gah a required investigation under the proviswinthis chapter
shall be immune from any civil or criminal liabylibn account of such report or testimony or pgétion, unless
such person acted in bad faith, with a maliciouppse, or was a party to such crime or fraud. Angrfcial
institution, as defined in Code Section 7-1-4,udghg without limitation officers and directors tkef, that is an
employer of anyone who makes a report pursuartisachapter in his or her capacity as an employe&ho
testifies in any judicial proceeding arising fromegort made in his or her capacity as an employe@ho
participates in a required investigation underghavisions of this chapter in his or her capac#yaa employee, shal
be immune from any civil or criminal liability orceount of such report or testimony or participaidits employee,
unless such financial institution knew or shoulgénknown that the employee acted in bad faith dinwimalicious
purpose and failed to take reasonable and avaitabbsures to prevent such employee from actingdfdith or
with a malicious purpose. The immunity describethis subsection shall apply not only with resgedhe acts of
making a report, testifying in a judicial proceeglarising from a report, providing protective sees, or
participating in a required investigation but até@ll apply with respect to the content of the iinfation
communicated in such acts. Ga. Code Ann. § 30zpb-4(

Guam

Any person who in good faith makes a report unkisrdrticle or testifies in any administrative odicial proceeding
related to the report is immune from civil or crival liability for reporting or testifying. 10 Gua@ode Ann. § 2953
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Hawaii

Anyone participating in good faith in the makingeofeport pursuant to this part shall have immuingyn any
liability, civil or criminal, that might be othense incurred or imposed by or as a result of theimgadf such a
report. Any participant shall have the same immuwith respect to participation in any judicial pegding resulting
from that report. Haw. Rev. Stat. § 346-250(a)

Idaho

Any person who makes any report pursuant to thapten, or who testifies in any administrative atigual

proceeding arising from such report, or who is ati#ed to provide supportive or emergency servizgsuant to the

provisions of this chapter, shall be immune from aivil or criminal liability on account of suchpert, testimony or
services provided in good faith, except that smemunity shall not extend to perjury, reports madbad faith or

with malicious purpose nor, in the case of provisid services, in the presence of gross negligander the existing

circumstances. ldaho Code § 39-5303(5)

lllinois

A person making a report under this Actlre belief that it is in the alleged victim's bederest shall be immune
from criminal or civil liability or professional dciplinary action on account of making the repoaotwithstanding
any requirements concerning the confidentialityndédrmation with respect to such eligible adult athimight
otherwise be applicable. 320 Ill. Comp. Stat. 81287)

Any person, institution or agency participatinghie making of a report, providing information ocoeds related to a

report, assessment, or services, or participatirige investigation of a report under this Act aod faith, or taking
photographs or x-rays as a result of an autho@ssdssment, shall have immunity from any civimanal or other
liability in any civil, criminal or other proceedybrought in consequence of making such reporssessment or on
account of submitting or otherwise disclosing sphbtographs or x-rays to any agency designateective reports
of alleged or suspected abuse or neglect. ... Fqouhgoses of any civil, criminal, or other procegyithe good
faith of any person required to report, permiti@deport, or participating in an investigation afeport of alleged or
suspected abuse, neglect, or financial exploitagiaill be presumed. 320 Ill. Comp. Stat. § 20/4(b)

Indiana

A person, other than a person against whom a cembglancerning an endangered adult has been mauaeinngood
faith:

(1) makes or causes to be made a report requireel meade under this chapter;

(2) testifies or participates in any investigatmradministrative or judicial proceeding on matiarsing from the
report;

(3) makes or causes to be made photographs orsxefagn endangered adult; or

(4) discusses a report required to be made undechhpter with the division, the adult protectsazvices unit, a law
enforcement agency, or other appropriate agency;

is immune from both civil and criminal liability iaing from those actions. Ind. Code Ann. § 12-1018a)
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lowa

A person participating in good faith in repegtor cooperating with or assisting the departmemvaluating a case
of dependent adult abuse has immunity from lighititvil or criminal, which might otherwise be intad or
imposed based upon the act of making the repajivorg the assistance. The person has the samenrnwith
respect to participating in good faith in a judigeoceeding resulting from the report or coop@ratr assistance or
relating to the subject matter of the report, coafen, or assistance. lowa Code Ann. § 235B.3(10)

Kansas

Anyone participating in the making of any reportguant to this act, or in any follow-up activityttze report,
including providing records upon request of theadtpent of social and rehabilitation services nwestigation of
such report or who testifies in any administratvgudicial proceeding arising from such reportlshat be subject
to any civil liability on account of such repomyestigation or testimony, unless such person antbdd faith or
with malicious purpose. Kan. Stat. Ann. § 39-1432(

Kentucky

Anyone acting upon reasonable cause imtildng of any report or investigation or partid¢ipg in the filing of a
petition to obtain injunctive relief or emergenayptective services for an adult pursuant to thisptér, including
representatives of the cabinet in the reasonabferpgance of their duties in good faith, and witktie scope of their
authority, shall have immunity from any civil oiiminal liability that might otherwise be incurredionposed. Any
such participant shall have the same immunity wapect to participation in any judicial proceediagulting from
such report or investigation and such immunity Istygly to those who render protective servicegaad faith
pursuant either to the consent of the adult ootatoorder. Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 209.050

Louisiana

No cause of action shall exist against any perdom iw good faith makes a report, cooperates imaestigation by
an adult protective agency, or participates ingiadiproceedings authorized under the provisionthigfSection, or
any adult protective services caseworker who irdgadgh conducts an investigation or makes an itgatve
judgment or disposition, and such person shall raweunity from civil or criminal liability that otrwise might be
incurred or imposed. This immunity shall not béeexled to:

(1) Any alleged principal, conspirator, or accegdoran offense involving the abuse or neglechefadult.

(2) Any person who makes a report known to be fafsgith reckless disregard for the truth of thpa®.

(3) Any person charged with direct or constructteatempt of court, any act of perjury as define@ubpart C of
Part VIl of Chapter 1 of this Title, or any offenstecting judicial functions and public recordsdegined in Subpart
D of Part VIl of Chapter 1 of this Title. La. ReStat. Ann. 814:403.2(K)

Maine

A person participating in good faith in reportingder this subchapter, or in a related adult pritecéhvestigation or
proceeding, is immune from any civil liability thatight otherwise result from these actions, inatggbut not
limited to, any civil liability that might otherwesarise under state or local laws or rules reggrdanfidentiality of
information. Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. tit. 22, § 34791\




STATE

STATUTORY PROVISION(S) AND CITATION(S)

Maryland

Any person who makes or participates in makingo@nteunder this subtitle or participates in an stigation or a
judicial proceeding resulting from a report undes tsubtitle shall have the immunity from liabilidygscribed under ¢
5-622 of the Courts and Judicial Proceedings AatigNOTE: That section provides the following: Apgrson who
in good faith makes or participates in making arepnder Title 14, Subtitle 3 of the Family Lawtiste or
participates in an investigation or a judicial preding resulting from a report under Title 14, 8léb8 of the Family
Law Article is immune from any civil liability thatould otherwise result.] Md. Code Ann., Fam. L&wW4-309

W

Massachusetts (EPS)
Mass. Gen. Laws Ann. ch.
19A, 88 14 — 264dpplicable
to persons who are 60 or
older)

No person required to report pursuant to the prongsof subsection (a) shall be liable in any adricriminal action
by reason of such report; provided, however, thahgerson did not perpetrate, inflict or causd shiuse. No othey
person making such a report pursuant to the pamngsof subsection (b) or (c) shall be liable in aiwl or criminal

action by reason of such report if it was madeaadyfaith; provided, however, that such personndiiperpetrate,
inflict or cause said abuse. Any person makingpert under subsection (a), (b) or (c) who, indbermination of
the department or the district attorney may havegieated, inflicted or caused said abuse maydixdliin a civil or
criminal action by reason of such report. MassnG.aws Ann. ch. 19A, § 15(d)

Massachusetts (APS)
Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 19C
88 1 — 13(applicable to
persons with disabilities)

No mandated reporter shall be liable in any civiteminal action by reason of submitting a repbit. other person
making a report shall be liable in any civil omemal action by reason of submitting a report iflsueport was madg
in good faith; provided, however, that no persommwabuses a disabled person shall be exempt fratocieriminal
liability by reason of their reporting such abudéass. Gen. Laws Ann. ch. 19C, § 10

1372

Michigan

... A person acting in good faith who makes a repoiho assists in the implementation of sectiongol11b, 11d
to 11f, and this section shall be immune from diaibility which might otherwise be incurred by niads the report
or by assisting in the making of the report. A parmaking a report or assisting in the implemeatatf sections 11
to 11b, 11d to 11f, and this section shall be presiito have acted in good faith. The immunity frawil liability
extends only to an act performed under sectiorte 11b, 11d to 11f, and this section, and shallex¢¢énd to a
negligent act which causes personal injury or dedtlth. Comp. Laws Ann. 8 400.11c(1)

Minnesota

A person who makes a good faith report is immuamfany civil or criminal liability that might othetse result
from making the report, or from participating iretimvestigation, or for failure to comply fully withe reporting
obligation under section 609.234 or 626.557, subiim 7. Minn. Stat. Ann. § 626.557, Subd. 5.(a)
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Mississippi

Anyone who makes a report requiredHiy $ection or who testifies or participates in ardicial proceedings arisin
from the report or who patrticipates in a requinegestigation or evaluation shall be presumed tadtieg in good
faith and in so doing shall be immune from lialgilitivil or criminal, that might otherwise be inced or imposed.
However, the immunity provided under this subsecsiball not apply to any suspect or perpetrat@ngfabuse,
neglect or exploitation. Miss. Code Ann. § 43-443)7

Any individual who, in good faith, makes a repastmovided in this section or who testifies in diic@l proceeding
regarding matters arising out of this section shalimmune from all criminal and civil liability.nie immunity
granted under this subsection shall not apply yosaispect or perpetrator of abuse, neglect or @gfittn of any
vulnerable adult, or of any other criminal act unaley statute of this state or municipal ordinatieBning any act ag
a crime or misdemeanor. Miss. Code Ann. § 43-4B3&)

Missouri (#1)
Mo. Ann. Stat. 88 660.250 -
660.29%applicable only to
persons who are unable tg
protect their own interests g
adequately perform or
obtain services necessary {
meet their essential humai
needs and are either: (1) 6
or older, or (2) between 18
and 59 and have a disability

Anyone, except any person who has abused or nedlactin-home services client or home health patremo
makes a report pursuant to this section or whditsstn any administrative or judicial proceediagsing from the
report shall be immune from any civil or crimingldility for making such a report or for testifyimgcept for
liability for perjury, unless such person actedliggmtly, recklessly, in bad faith, or with malicie purpose. Mo.
Ann. Stat. § 660.300(9)

Missouri (#2)
Mo. Ann. Stat. 88 660.300 -
660.321(these provisions
are applicable only to
individuals who are
receiving “in home services
as defined by 8§ 660.250(9
“through any in-home
services provider agency” a
defined by § 660.250(11).
Missouri does not have twc
statutes. We established th
construct to distinguish in
the charts between the

Anyone, except any person participating in or biéngffrom the misappropriation of funds, who makeeport

—pursuant to this section or who testifies in anmamistrative or judicial proceeding arising fronetreport shall be

immune from any civil or criminal liability for makg such a report or for testifying except for lidip for perjury,
unless such person acted negligently, recklesslyad faith, or with malicious purpose. Mo. AntatS§ 660.305(7

S
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provisions applicable to
individuals who are
receiving in home services
and those who are not. Th
statute indicated that the
definitions contained in
660.250 apply to what we

have labeled as Missouri #2;

660.300 — 660.321. )

D

e

Montana

A person who makes a report required or authori@dse made under 52-3- 811 is immune from civit@minal
liability that might otherwise be incurred or imgalsas a result of the report unless the repodise fin any material
respect and the person acted in bad faith or wéhcious purpose. Mont. Code Ann. § 52-3-814(1)

Nebraska

Any person participating in an investigation or thaking of a report pursuant to the Adult Protextervices Act or
participating in a judicial proceeding resultingtbfrom shall be immune from any liability excep} &s otherwise
provided in the Adult Protective Services Act, {@) malfeasance in office or willful or wanton negt of duty, or
(3) for false statements of fact made with malisioitent. Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-375

Nevada

Immunity from civil or criminal liability extendsotevery person who, pursuant to NRS 200.5091 tc62995,
inclusive, in good faith:

1. Participates in the making of a report;

2. Causes or conducts an investigation of allepeda neglect, exploitation or isolation of an olgerson or a
vulnerable person; or

3. Submits information contained in a report tacarising board pursuant to subsection 4 of NRS52@®. Nev.
Rev. Stat. Ann. § 200.5096

New Hampshire

Any person or agency, other than an alleged pexfoeirparticipating in good faith in the makingeaofeport of an
alleged incident of adult abuse, neglect or exatmh, providing information relative to such inerd or following a
reporting protocol developed jointly with the dejpagnt shall have immunity from any liability, civak criminal,
that might otherwise be incurred or imposed. Angspe or agency providing information in good faitigluding
materials requested by the department pursuan$f B1-F:56, shall have the same immunity with eespo
participation in any investigation by the commis&por his authorized representative or in anygatiproceeding
resulting from such report. N.H. Rev. Stat. Anil6gd-F:47

New Jersey

A person who reports information pursuant to tluts ar provides information concerning the abuse wfilnerable
adult to the county adult protective services patev; or testifies at a grand jury, judicial or adisirative proceeding
resulting from the report, is immune from civil acxdiminal liability arising from the report, inforation, or
testimony, unless the person acts in bad faithithr mvalicious purpose. N.J. Stat. Ann. 8 52:27[3{4)
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New Mexico

Any person making a report pursuant to Section-80-NMSA 1978, testifying in any judicial proceediarising
from the report or participating in a required exaion pursuant to the Adult Protective Services@&any law
enforcement officer carrying out his responsit@ktunder that act or any person providing recordisformation as
required under that act shall be immune from @vitriminal liability on account of that reportstanony or
participation, unless the person acted in bad faithith a malicious purpose. N.M. Stat. Ann. §7231

New York

Any person who in good faith believes that a pemsighteen years of age or older may be an endashgelét or in
need of protective or other services, pursuartigdrticle, and who, based on such belief eitfegrreports or refers
such person to the department, office for the agn@ny local social services district office @stynated area
agency on aging, law enforcement agency, or angrq@érson, agency or organization that such pemsaugod
faith, believes will take appropriate action; oy {estifies in any judicial or administrative preckng arising from
such report or referral shall have immunity frony aivil liability that might otherwise result by ason of the act of
making such report or referral or of giving of suebtimony. N.Y. Soc. Ser. Law, Art. 9B, § 473-b

North Carolina

Anyone who makes a report pursuant to this statie, testifies in any judicial proceeding arisimgrh the report,
or who patrticipates in a required evaluation sbalimmune from any civil or criminal liability orceount of such
report or testimony or participation, unless suelspn acted in bad faith or with a malicious pugooll.C. Gen.
Stat. § 108A-102(c)

North Dakota

The following persons are immune from any civicaminal liability that otherwise might result frothe person's
actions taken pursuant to this chapter:

1. Any person, other than an alleged perpetratakimg a report or participating in an investigatiemaluation, or
assessment under this chapter if the person isggictigood faith. N.D. Cent. Code § 50-25.2-09(1)

Ohio

Any person with reasonable cause to believe thadait is suffering abuse, neglect, or exploitatdro makes a
report pursuant to this section or who testifieany administrative or judicial proceeding arisfr@m such a report,
or any employee of the state or any of its subaimswho is discharging responsibilities underisacs101.62 of
the Revised Code shall be immune from civil or anihliability on account of such investigationpogt, or
testimony, except liability for perjury, unless therson has acted in bad faith or with maliciougppse. Ohio Rev.
Code Ann. § 5101.61(D)

Oklahoma

1. Any person participating in good faith and ei®@ng due care in the making of a report pursuarihé¢ provisions
of this section shall have immunity from any cimlcriminal liability that might otherwise be inecad or imposed.
Any such participant shall have the same immunitir vespect to participation in any judicial prodew®y resulting
from such report.

2. The same immunity from any civil or criminalbity shall also be extended to previous employ#ra person
employed to be responsible for the care of a valleradult, who in good faith report to new emptsya
prospective employers of such caretaker any misodraf the caretaker including, but not limited abuse, neglect
or exploitation of a vulnerable adult, whether ¢onéd or not. Okla. Stat. Ann. tit. 43A, 8§ 10-1B4(NOTE: A
different bill containing an identical provision tisis was also enacted in the same year as thisspyn. The
duplicate provision is labeled as Okla. Stat. Aitn43A, 8§ 10-104(F).]
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Oregon (EPS)
Or. Rev. Stat. 88 124.050 -
124.095(applicable to
persons 65 or older who ar
not residents of long-term
care facilities)

Anyone participating in good faith in the makingeofeport of elder abuse and who has reasonabledgdor
~making the report shall have immunity from any Idability that might otherwise be incurred or imged with
respect to the making or content of such reporty guch participant shall have the same immunith waspect to
eparticipating in any judicial proceeding resultimgm such report. Or. Rev. Stat. § 124.075(1)

Oregon (APS)
Or. Rev. Stat. 88 430.735 -
430.768(applicable only to
persons 18 or older who ar
mentally ill or
developmentally disabled
and receive services from ¢
community program or
facility)

Anyone participating in good faith in making a rejpaf abuse pursuant to ORS 430.743 and 430.76&nd.)2) and
who has reasonable grounds for making the reguat] save immunity from any civil liability that gt otherwise
be incurred or imposed with respect to the makingontent of the report. The participant shall htneesame
immunity with respect to participating in any juidicproceeding resulting from the report. Or. R8tat. §
430.753(1)

Pennsylvania

Any person participating in the making of a repmrtvho provides testimony in any administrativeualicial
proceeding arising out of a report shall be imminam any civil or criminal liability on account diie report or
testimony unless the person acted in bad faithitbr avalicious purpose. This immunity shall not exdeo liability
for acts of abuse, neglect, exploitation or abanukmt, even if such acts are the subject of thertgpdestimony.
35 Pa. Cons. Stat. Ann. § 10225.302(d).

An administrator or a facility shall not be helditly liable for any action directly related to gdbdaith compliance
with this chapter. [NOTE: The referenced chaptates to reporting by “employees.”] 35 Pa. C&tat. Ann. §
10225.707

Puerto Rico

There is no statutory provision.

Rhode Island

Any person participating in good faith in makingeport pursuant to 8 42- 66-8, excluding any pegbpet or
conspirator of those acts, has immunity from aalility, civil or criminal, that might otherwise becurred or
imposed. R.l. Gen. Laws § 42-66-11

South Carolina

A person who, acting in good faith, reports pursuarthis chapter or who participates in an in\gggion or judicial
proceeding resulting from a report is immune frawil @nd criminal liability which may otherwise ref by reason
of this action. In a civil or criminal proceediggod faith is a rebuttable presumption. S.C. Caaie. § 43-35-
75(A)

South Dakota

There is no statutory provision.

10




STATE

STATUTORY PROVISION(S) AND CITATION(S)

Tennessee

Any person making any report or investigation parguo this part, including representatives ofdbpartment in the
reasonable performance of their duties and witihénsicope of their authority, shall be presumedcetadting in good
faith and shall thereby be immune from any liapjldivil or criminal, that might otherwise be inced or imposed.
Any such participant shall have the same immunitir vespect to participation in any judicial prodew®y resulting
from such report or investigation. ... Tenn. CodenA8 71-6-105

U

Texas

A person filing a report under this chapteestifying or otherwise participating in any jadil proceeding arising
from a petition, report, or investigation is immunem civil or criminal liability on account of hisr her petition,
report, testimony, or participation, unless thesparacted in bad faith or with a malicious purpofex. Hum. Res.
Code Ann. § 48.054(a)

A person who reports the person's own abuse, rtegleexploitation of another person or who actbad faith or
with malicious purpose in reporting alleged abusgjlect, or exploitation is not immune from civil@iminal
liability. Tex. Hum. Res. Code Ann. § 48.054(c)

An employer whose employee acts under Subsect)arr (®) is immune from civil or criminal liabilitpn account
of an employee's report, testimony, or participatioany judicial proceedings arising from a petitireport, or
investigation. This subsection does not applyntemployer who is the subject of an investigatidex. Hum. Res.
Code Ann. 8§ 48.054(d)

Utah

Anyone who in good faith makes a report or othegwistifies a law enforcement agency, the divismridult
Protective Services of suspected abuse, negleekpboitation is immune from civil and criminal ligity in
connection with the report or other notificatiodtah Code Ann. 8 62A-3-305(3)

Vermont

Any person who in good faith makes a repoder section 6904 of this title alleging abussglect or exploitation
shall be immune from any liability, civil or crimah for making the report. Nothing in this sectgmants civil or
criminal immunity to any person suspected of hawdhgsed, neglected or exploited a vulnerable addiltStat.
Ann. tit. 33, 8§ 6908

Virgin Islands

No person so required to report under subsectipof (his section shall be liable in any civil atrainal action by
reason of such report. No other person making auelport under subsection (b) or (c) of this secsieall be liable
in any civil or criminal action by reason of su@port if it was made in good faith. ... 34 V.I. Coélen. § 453(d)

Virginia

Any person who makes a report or providssords or information pursuant to subsection Ay ©, or who testifies
in any judicial proceeding arising from such repogtords or information, or who takes or causdsettaken with

the adult's or the adult's legal representativé®ined consent photographs, video recordingsppragpriate medica
imaging of the adult who is subject of a reportlilsb@aimmune from any civil or criminal liabilityroaccount of such
report, records, information, photographs, videmrdings, appropriate medical imaging or testimamjess such

person acted in bad faith or with a malicious psgpoVa. Code Ann. 8§ 63.2-1606(E)
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Washington

(1) A person patrticipating in good faith in makiageport under this chapter or testifying abowgged abuse,
neglect, abandonment, financial exploitation, df-seglect of a vulnerable adult in a judicial @mainistrative
proceeding under this chapter is immune from lighbiesulting from the report or testimony. Thekimg of
permissive reports as allowed in this chapter cdo¢sreate any duty to report and no civil lialyishall attach for
any failure to make a permissive report as alloweder this chapter. Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 7458410

West Virginia

Any person who in good faith makesauses to be made any report permitted or regbyedis article shall be
immune from any civil or criminal liability which ight otherwise arise solely out of making such reptV.Va.
Code § 9-6-12(a)

Wisconsin (EPS)
Wis. Stat. Ann. § 46.90
(applicable topersons who
are 60 or older)

No person may be held civilly or criminally liabde be found guilty of unprofessional conduct fguaging in good
faith under this subsection and within the scopki®br her authority, or for filing a report wiém agency not listed
in par. (ad) (intro.) or (ar) if the person hadaad faith belief that the report was filed corrgatlith one of the listed
agencies. Wis. Stat. Ann. § 46.90(4)(c)

Any person making a report under this subsectiganasumed to have reported in good faith. Wist. 3tan. §
46.90(4)(e)

Wisconsin (APS)
Wis. Stat. Ann. 88 55.001 -
55.23(applicable to adults
with disabilities)

No person may be held civilly or criminally liabde be found guilty of unprofessional conduct fgpaging in good
- faith under this subsection, or for filing a reparth an agency not listed in par. (b) (intro) br)(if the person had a
good faith belief that the report was filed corhgetith one of the listed agencies. Wis. Stat. A@b5.043(1m)(d)

Any person making a report under this subsectigmmesumed to have reported in good faith. Wist. 3tan. §
55.043(1m)(f)

Wyoming

Any person or agency who knows or has reasonabkeeda believe that a vulnerable adult is beingas been
abused, neglected, exploited or abandoned or isnitimg self neglect shall report the informationmediately to a
law enforcement agency or the department. Anyon@ iwlgood faith makes a report pursuant to thisseds
immune from civil liability for making the reportWyo. Stat. Ann. § 35-20-103(a)

(a) A person or agency filing a report under tlusa testifying or otherwise participating in ggicial proceeding
arising from a petition, report, or investigatienimmune from civil or criminal liability on accotiof the person's
petition, report, testimony or participation, urdese person knowingly or negligently reports infation that is
false or lacks factual foundation. The immunityypded under this subsection applies only to thassgns whose
professional communications are generally confidént subject to the Wyoming Public Records ActSNV16-4-
201 et seq. including:

(i) Attorneys;

(i) Members of the clergy;

(iif) Medical practitioners;

(iv) Social workers;
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(v) Mental health professionals;

(vi) Nursing home staff; assisted living facilittaff; adult day care center staff; adult family-«&ome staff; social
worker, or other professional adult care, residemti institutional staff;

(vii) State, county or municipal criminal justicenployees or law enforcement officers; and

(viii) Bank, savings and loan or credit union offis, trustees or employees. Wyo. Stat. Ann. 8(8%12(a)

! The views expressed herein have not been appitovtite House of Delegates or the Board of Goverabtise American Bar Association and, accordinglyould not be
construed as representing the policy of the Amargar Association.

2 This document was completed for the National GemteElder Abuse and supported in part by a gfdat,90AM2792, from the Administration on Aging, U Bepartment of
Health and Human Services. Grantees undertakinjgqis under government sponsorship are encoutagedgress freely their findings and conclusiomberefore, points of
view or opinions do not necessarily represent @ffiddministration on Aging policy.
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