Standard 306. Distance Education
Distance educationcredit shall be awarded only if the academic content, the method of course
delivery, and the method of evaluating student performance are approved as part of the school's
regular curriculum approval process.
(a) Distance education is an educational process in which more than one-third of the instruction
of the course is characterized by: (1) separation in time or place, or both, between instructor and
student; and (2) where technology is used to provide instruction.
(b) A law school shall have the technological capacity, staff, information resources, and
facilitiesneeded to provide the support, and the training needed for instructors and students
involved in distance education at the school.
(c) A law school shall establish mechanisms to assure that faculty who teach distance education
courses, and students who enroll in them, have the skills, training, and access to the technology
necessary to enable them to participate effectively.
(d) A law school may award credit for distance education and may count that credit toward the
45,000 minutes of instruction required by Standard 304(b) if:
(1) there is regular and substantive interaction with the instructor and other students both
inside and outside the formal structure of the course throughout its duration; and
(2) there is regular monitoring and substantive feedback of student effort and
accomplishment as the course progresses.
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(e) A law school shall not grant a student more than a total of twenty credit hours toward the J.D.
degree for courses qualifying under this Standard.
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(f) A law school shall not enroll a student in courses qualifying for credit under this Standard
until that student has completed instruction equivalent to 28 credit hours toward the J.D. degree.
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(g) No credit otherwise may be given toward the J.D. degree for any distance education course.
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Interpretation 306-1
To allow the Council and the Standards Review Committee to review and adjust this Standard,
law schools shall report each year on the distance education courses that they offer.

Deleted: in any term, nor more than a
total of
Deleted: 12 credit hours,
Deleted: e

Interpretation 306-2
Distance education presents special opportunities and unique challenges for the maintenance of
educational quality. Distance education accordingly requires particular attention from the law
school and by site visit teams and the Accreditation Committee.
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Interpretation 306-3
Law schools shall provide students in distance education courses opportunities
to interact with instructors and other students that is comparable to the opportunities for such
interaction with instructors and students in non-distance learning settings.
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Interpretation 306-4
Faculty approval of credit for a distance education course shall include a specific explanation
of how the course credit was determined. Credit shall be awarded in a manner consistent with
the requirement of Interpretation 304-4 that requires 700 minutes of instruction for each credit
awarded. If the course is being offered asynchronously, class discussion time on a discussion
board may be used in calculating the class time.
Interpretation 306-5
A law school that offers credit for distance education shall
periodically review the
educational effectiveness of its distance education courses and programs, particularly methods
of instruction and student interaction appropriate to the courses offered.
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Interpretation 306-6
“Credits” in this Standard means semester hour credits as provided in Interpretation 304-4. Law
schools that use quarter hours of credit shall convert these credits in a manner that is consistent
with the provisions of Interpretation 304-4.
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Courses in which two-thirds or more of the course instruction consists of regular
classroom
instruction shall not be treated as “distance education” for purposes of Standards 306(d)
and
(e) even though they also include substantial on-line interaction or other common
components
of “distance education” courses so long as such instruction complies with the provisions
of
subsections (1) and (2) of Standard 306(c).

Standard 306. Distance Education
Distance education credit shall be awarded only if the academic content, the method of course
delivery, and the method of evaluating student performance are approved as part of the school's
regular curriculum approval process.
(a) Distance education is an educational process in which more than one-third of the instruction
of the course is characterized by:
(1) separation in time or place, or both, between instructor and student; and
(2) where technology is used to provide instruction.
(b) A law school shall have the technological capacity, staff, information resources, and facilities
needed to provide the support, and the training needed for instructors and students involved
in distance education at the school.
(c) A law school shall establish mechanisms to assure that faculty who teach distance education
courses, and students who enroll in them, have the skills, training, and access to the
technology necessary to enable them to participate effectively.
(d) A law school may award credit for distance education and may count that credit toward the
45,000 minutes of instruction required by Standard 304(b) if:
(1) there is regular and substantive interaction with the instructor and other students both
inside and outside the formal structure of the course throughout its duration; and
(2) there is regular monitoring and substantive feedback of student effort and
accomplishment as the course progresses.
(e) A law school shall not grant a student more than a total of twenty credit hours toward the J.D.
degree for courses qualifying under this Standard.
(f) A law school shall not enroll a student in courses qualifying for credit under this Standard
until that student has completed instruction equivalent to 28 credit hours toward the J.D.
degree.
(g) No credit otherwise may be given toward the J.D. degree for any distance education course.
Interpretation 306-1
To allow the Council and the Standards Review Committee to review and adjust this Standard,
law schools shall report each year on the distance education courses that they offer.
Interpretation 306-2
Distance education presents special opportunities and unique challenges for the maintenance of
educational quality. Distance education accordingly requires particular attention from the law
school and by site visit teams and the Accreditation Committee.

Interpretation 306-3
Law schools shall provide students in distance education courses opportunities to interact with
instructors and other students that is comparable to the opportunities for such interaction with
instructors and students in non-distance learning settings.
Interpretation 306-4
Faculty approval of credit for a distance education course shall include a specific explanation of
how the course credit was determined. Credit shall be awarded in a manner consistent with the
requirement of Interpretation 304-4 that requires 700 minutes of instruction for each credit
awarded. If the course is being offered asynchronously, class discussion time on a discussion
board may be used in calculating the class time.
Interpretation 306-5
A law school that offers credit for distance education shall periodically review the educational
effectiveness of its distance education courses and programs, particularly methods of instruction
and student interaction appropriate to the courses offered.
Interpretation 306-6
“Credits” in this Standard means semester hour credits as provided in Interpretation 304-4. Law
schools that use quarter hours of credit shall convert these credits in a manner that is consistent
with the provisions of Interpretation 304-4.

