
As of May 13, 2015 

COMPARISON OF STATE CONFIDENTIALITY RULES 
ABA Model Rule 1.6 (b) (2) and (3):  

Revealing Confidential Information in Cases of Financial Harm 
 
 Disclosure to prevent crime 

(including criminal fraud) 
Disclosure to 
prevent non-
criminal fraud 
likely to result in 
substantial loss 

Limited to use of 
lawyer’s services 

Disclosure to 
rectify substantial 
financial loss 
resulting from 
crime or fraud 

 Permitted 
or 
required 

Amount 
of loss 
required 
for 
disclosure 

 

   

ABA Model Rule 
1.6(b)(2) and (3) 

Permit          Substantial Permit Yes Permit; prevent, 
mitigate or rectify; 
use of lawyer’s 
services 

Alabama  
(former rule) 

No No  No 

Alabama  
Rule 1.6(b)(2), (3)  
(current rule, 
effective 2/19/09) 
 

Permit          Substantial No No No 

Alaska  
(former rule) 

Permit          Substantial Permit No No 

Alaska  
Rule 1.6(b)(2), (3) 
(current rule, 
effective 4/15/09) 

Permit          Substantial Permit No Permit; mitigate 
and rectify; use of 
lawyer’s services 

Arizona  
(former rule) 

Permit          Any No  No 
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http://www.abanet.org/cpr/mrpc/rule_1_6.html
http://www.abanet.org/cpr/mrpc/rule_1_6.html
http://www.sunethics.com/al_rpc_index.htm
http://courts.alaska.gov/sco/sco1680.pdf


As of May 13, 2015 

Arizona  
Rule 1.6(d)(1), (2) 
(current rule, 
effective 12/1/03) 

Permit          Substantial Permit Yes Permit; mitigate 
and rectify; use of 
lawyer’s services 

Arkansas  
(former rule) 

Permit          Any No  No 

Arkansas  
Rule 1.6(b)(2), (3) 
(current rule, 
effective 5/1/05) 

Permit          Substantial Permit Yes Permit; mitigate 
and rectify; use of 
lawyer’s services 

California  
(former rule) 

No No  No 

California  
Rule 3-100 
(current rule, 
effective 9/1/09) 

Permit          Substantial No No No 

Colorado  
(former rule) 

Permit          Any No  No 

Colorado  
Rule 1.6(b)(3), (4) 
(current rule, 
effective 1/1/08) 

Permit          Substantial Permit Yes Permit; mitigate 
and rectify; use of 
lawyer’s services 

Connecticut  
(former rule) 

Permit          Substantial No  Permit; rectify; use 
of lawyer’s 
services 

Connecticut  
Rule 1.6(c)(1), (2) 
(current rule, 
effective 1/1/07) 

Permit          Substantial Permit No Permit; mitigate 
and rectify; use of 
lawyer’s services 

Delaware  
(former rule) 

Permit          Substantial Permit Yes Permit; mitigate 
and rectify; use of 
lawyer’s services 

Delaware  Permit          Substantial No Yes Permit; prevent, 
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http://www.myazbar.org/Ethics/rules.cfm
http://courts.state.ar.us/opinions/2005a/20050303/arpc2005.html
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/state/calbar/calbar_generic.jsp?cid=10158&id=3422
http://www.cobar.org/index.cfm/ID/20472/subID/22377/CETH/
http://www.jud.ct.gov/Publications/PracticeBook/PB1.pdf
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Rule 1.6(b)(2), (3) 
(current rule, 
effective 10/16/07) 

mitigate or rectify; 
use of lawyer’s 
services 

D.C.  
(former rule) 

No No  No 

D.C.  
Rule 1.6(d) 
(current rule, 
effective 2/1/07) 

Permit          Substantial Permit Yes Permit; mitigate 
and rectify; use of 
lawyer’s services 

Florida  
(former rule) 

Require        Any No  No 

Florida  
Rule 1.6(b)(1) 
(current rule, 
effective 3/22/06) 

Require        Any No  No 

Georgia  
Rule 1.6(b)(1)(i)  
(current rule, 
effective 1/1/01) 

Permit          Substantial  
(also includes third-party criminal 
conduct)       

No  No 

Hawaii  
Rule 1.6(b), (c)(1), 
(2) 
(current rule, 
effective 1/1/94) 

Permit         Substantial Permit  Require to extent 
necessary to rectify 
if substantial 
financial harm; 
permit to otherwise 
rectify 

Idaho  
(former rule) 

Permit         Any No  No 

Idaho  
Rule 1.6(b)(1), (3) 
(current rule, 
effective 7/1/04) 

Permit         Any No  Permit; mitigate 
and rectify; use of 
lawyer’s services; 
limited to crime 

Illinois  
(former rule) 

Permit         Any No  No 
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http://courts.delaware.gov/Rules/?DLRPCwithComments_Oct2007.pdf
http://www.dcbar.org/new_rules/rules.cfm
http://www.floridabar.org/divexe/rrtfb.nsf/WContents?OpenView&Start=1&Count=30&Expand=4%234
http://www.gabar.org/handbook/part_iv_after_january_1_2001_-_georgia_rules_of_professional_conduct/rule_16_confidentiality_of_information/
http://www.state.hi.us/jud/ctrules/hrpcond.htm%23Rule_1.6
http://www.isc.idaho.gov/irpc0304_cov.htm
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Illinois  
Rule 1.6(b)(1)-(3)  
(current rule, 
effective 1/1/10) 

Permit         Substantial Permit Yes Permit; mitigate 
and rectify; use of 
lawyer’s services 

Indiana  
(former rule) 

Permit         Any No  No 

Indiana  
Rule 1.6(b)(2), (3)  
(current rule, 
effective 1/1/05) 

Permit         Substantial Permit Yes Permit; mitigate 
and rectify; use of 
lawyer’s services 

Iowa  
(former rule) 

Permit         Any No  No 

Iowa  
Rule 1.6(b)(2), (3)  
(current rule, 
effective 7/1/05) 

Permit         Substantial Permit Yes Permit; mitigate 
and rectify; use of 
lawyer’s services 

Kansas  
(former rule) 

Permit         Any No  No 

Kansas  
Rule 1.6(b)(1) 
(current rule, 
effective 7/1/07) 

Permit         Any No  No 

Kentucky  
(former rule) 

No No  No 

Kentucky  
Rule 1.6(b)(1) 
(current rule, 
effective 7/15/09) 

No No  No 

Louisiana  
(former rule) 

No No  No 

Louisiana  
Rule 1.6(b)(2), (3) 
(current rule, 

Permit         Substantial Permit Yes Permit; rectify and 
mitigate; use of 
lawyer’s services 
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http://www.state.il.us/court/supremecourt/rules/art_viii/default_new.asp
http://www.state.in.us/judiciary/rules/prof_conduct/index.html
http://www.iowacourts.gov/Professional_Regulation/Rules_of_Professional_Conduct/
http://www.kscourts.org/rules/Rule-List.asp?r1=Rules+Relating+to+Discipline+of+Attorneys
http://courts.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/AA868FA5-6B4B-4C20-A06C-D5C4FC0D1596/0/RevisedSCRuleseffective7152009.pdf
http://www.ladb.org/Publications/ropc.pdf
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effective 3/1/04) 
Maine  
(former rule) 

Permit        Any No  No 

Maine  
Rule 1.6(b)(2), (3) 
(current rule, 
effective 8/1/09) 

Permit        Substantial Permit Yes Permit, mitigate 
and rectify; use of 
lawyer’s services 

Maryland  
(former rule) 

Permit        Substantial Permit No Permit; rectify; use 
of lawyer’s 
services 

Maryland  
Rule 1.6(b)(2), (3) 
(current rule, 
effective 7/1/05) 

Permit        Substantial Permit Yes Permit; rectify and 
mitigate; use of 
lawyer’s services 

Massachusetts 
(former rule) 

Permit        Substantial Permit No Permit; rectify; use 
of lawyer’s 
services 

Massachusetts  
Rule 1.6(b)(1) and 
(3) 
(current rule, 
effective 9/1/08) 

Permit        Substantial Permit No Permit; prevent 

Michigan  
Rule 1.6(c)(3) and 
(4) 
(current rule, 
effective 10/1/88) 

Permit        Any No  Permit; rectify; use 
of lawyer’s 
services 

Michigan  
Rule 1.6(b)(3) 
(rule proposed by 
State Bar Ethics 
Committee in 2004)  

Permit        Any No  Permit; rectify; use 
of lawyer’s 
services 

Minnesota  Permit        Any No  Permit; rectify; use 
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http://www.courts.state.me.us/rules_forms_fees/rules/MRProfCond2-26-09.pdf
http://www.courts.state.md.us/publications/pdfs/lawyersropc_finalrept03.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/obcbbo/rpc1.htm%23Rule%201.6
http://www.michbar.org/generalinfo/pdfs/mrpc.pdf
http://courts.michigan.gov/supremecourt/Resources/Administrative/2003-62.pdf
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(former rule) of lawyer’s 
services 

Minnesota  
Rule 1.6(b)(4), (5) 
(current rule, 
effective 10/1/05) 

Permit        Substantial Permit Yes as to fraud; 
no as to crime 

Permit; rectify; use 
of lawyer’s 
services 

Mississippi  
(former rule) 

Permit        Any No  No 

Mississippi  
Rule 1.6(b)(2), (3) 
(current rule, 
effective 11/3/05) 

Permit        Substantial Permit Yes Permit; mitigate 
and rectify; use of 
lawyer’s services 

Missouri  
(former rule) 

No No  No 

Missouri  
Rule 1.6(b) 
(current rule, 
effective 7/1/07) 

No No  No 

Montana  
(former rule) 

No No  No 

Montana  
Rule 1.6(b) 
(current rule, 
effective 4/1/04) 

No No  No 

Nebraska  
(former rule) 

Permit        Any No  No 

Nebraska  
Rule 1.6(b)(1) 
(current rule, 
effective 9/1/05) 

Permit        Any No No No 

Nevada  
(former rule) 

Permit        Any Permit Yes Permit; rectify; use 
of lawyer’s 
services; lawyer 

6 of 12 

http://www.mncourts.gov/lprb/05mrpc.html
http://www.mssc.state.ms.us/rules/msrulesofcourt/rules_of_professional_conduct.pdf
http://www.courts.mo.gov/page.asp?id=707
http://www.montanaodc.org/Portals/ODC/docs/rules_of_professional_conduct.pdf
http://www.supremecourt.ne.gov/rules/pdf/Ch3Art5.pdf
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shall make 
reasonable effort to 
persuade client to 
take corrective 
action 

Nevada  
Rule 1.6(b)(2), (3) 
(current rule, 
effective 5/1/06) 

Permit        Any Permit Yes Permit; mitigate 
and rectify; use of 
lawyer’s services; 
lawyer shall make 
reasonable effort to 
persuade client to 
take corrective 
action 

New Hampshire 
(former rule) 

Permit        Substantial No  No 

New Hampshire  
Rule 1.6(b)(1) 
(current rule, 
effective 1/1/08) 

Permit        Substantial No  No 

New Jersey  
(former rule) 

Require (also required to prevent 
fraud upon tribunal)     Substantial 

Require No Permit; rectify; use 
of lawyer’s 
services 

New Jersey  
Rule 1.6(b), (d)(1) 
(current rule, 
effective 1/1/04) 

Require      Substantial 
(also required to prevent fraud 
upon tribunal and prevent third-
party crimes and frauds; permitted 
reveal information to person 
threatened to extent necessary to 
protect them)      

Require No Permit; rectify; use 
of lawyer’s 
services 

New Mexico 
(former rule) 

Permit         Substantial No  No 

New Mexico  
Rule 1.6(b)(2), (3) 

Permit         Substantial No Yes Permit; prevent, 
mitigate or rectify; 
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http://www.leg.state.nv.us/courtrules/RPC.html
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/20072507.pdf
http://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/rules/apprpc.htm
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(current rule, 
effective 11/2/09) 

use of lawyer’s 
services 

New York  
(former rule) 

Permit         Any 
(also permitted when implicit in 
withdrawing opinion used to 
further crime or fraud) 

No  No 

New York  
Rule 1.6(b)(2) 
(current rule, 
effective 4/1/09) 

Permit         Any 
(also permitted when implicit in 
withdrawing opinion used to 
further crime or fraud) 

No  No 

North Carolina 
(former rule) 

Permit         Any No  Permit; rectify; use 
of lawyer’s 
services 

North Carolina  
Rule 1.6(b)(2), (4) 
(current rule, 
effective 3/1/03) 

Permit         Any Permit No as to crime; 
yes as to fraud 

Permit; rectify and 
mitigate; use of 
lawyer’s services 

North Dakota 
(former rule) 

Permit         Substantial Permit No Permit; rectify; use 
of lawyer’s 
services without 
lawyer’s 
knowledge 

North Dakota  
Rule 1.6(c)(1), (2) 
(current rule, 
effective 8/1/06) 

Permit         Substantial Permit Yes Permit; rectify and 
mitigate; use of 
lawyer’s services 

Ohio  
(former rule) 

Permit         Any No  No 

Ohio  
Rule 1.6(b)(2), (3) 
(current rule, 
effective 2/1/07) 

Permit         Substantial No  Permit; mitigate; 
use of lawyer’s 
services 

Oklahoma  Permit         Any No  Permit; rectify; use 
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http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll?f=templates&fn=main-h.htm&2.0
http://www.nysba.org/Content/NavigationMenu/ForAttorneys/ProfessionalStandardsforAttorneys/FinalNYRPCsWithComments(April12009).pdf
http://www.ncbar.com/rules/rpcsearch.asp
http://www.ndcourts.com/Rules/Conduct/contents.htm
http://www.sconet.state.oh.us/LegalResources/Rules/ProfConduct/profConductRules.pdf
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(former rule) of lawyer’s 
services; must first 
try to contact client 
and give client 
opportunity to 
rectify 

Oklahoma  
Rule 1.6(b)(2), (3) 
(current rule, 
effective 1/1/08) 

Permit          Substantial Permit Yes Permit; rectify and 
mitigate; use of 
lawyer’s services; 
must first try to 
contact client and 
give client 
opportunity to 
rectify 

Oregon  
(former rule, 
effective 1/1/05) 

Permit         Any No  No 

Oregon 
Rule 1.6(b)(1) 
(current rule, 
effective 12/1/06) 

Permit         Any No No No 

Pennsylvania  
(former rule) 

Permit         Substantial 
(required when necessary to 
comply with Rule 3.3) 

Permit No as to crime; 
yes as to fraud 

Permit; rectify and 
mitigate; use of 
lawyer’s services 

Pennsylvania  
Rule 1.6(c)(2), (3) 
(current rule, 
effective 7/1/06) 

Permit         Substantial 
 

Permit No Permit; prevent, 
mitigate or rectify 
 

Rhode Island 
(former rule) 

No No  No 

Rhode Island  
Rule 1.6(b) 
(current rule, 

No No  No 
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http://www.okbar.org/ethics/ORPC07.pdf
http://www.osbar.org/_docs/rulesregs/orpc.pdf
http://www.padisciplinaryboard.org/documents/Pa%20RPC.pdf
http://www.courts.ri.gov/supreme/pdf-files/Rules_Of_Professional_Conduct.pdf
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effective 4/15/07) 
South Carolina 
(former rule) 

Permit         Any No  No 

South Carolina  
Rule 1.6(b)(1), (3) 
(current rule, 
effective 10/1/05) 

Permit         Any Permit Yes Permit; rectify and 
mitigate; use of 
lawyer’s services 

South Dakota 
(former rule) 

No No  Permit; rectify; use 
of lawyer’s 
services 

South Dakota  
Rule 1.6(b) 
(current rule, 
effective 1/1/04) 

No No  Permit; rectify; use 
of lawyer’s 
services 

Tennessee  
Rule 1.6(b)(1-3) 
(current rule, 
effective 1/1/2011) 

Permit         Substantial 
 

Permit Yes Permit; prevent, 
mitigate, or rectify; 
use of lawyer’s 
services 

Texas  
Rule 1.05(c)(7) and 
(8) 
(current rule, 
effective 4/6/95) 

Permit         Any Permit (not limited 
to substantial loss) 

No Permit; rectify; use 
of lawyer’s 
services 

Utah  
(former rule) 

Permit         Substantial Permit No Permit; rectify; use 
of lawyer’s 
services 

Utah  
Rule 1.6(b)(2), (3) 
(current rule, 
effective 11/1/05) 

Permit         Substantial Permit Yes Permit; rectify and 
mitigate; use of 
lawyer’s services 

Vermont  
(former rule) 

Permit         Any 
(required to reveal to third person 
to prevent client’s crime or fraud) 

No  No 
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http://www.sccourts.org/courtReg/
http://www.sdbar.org/Rules/Rules/PC_Rules.htm
http://www.tba.org/ethics/index.html
http://www.texasbar.com/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm?ContentID=13942
http://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/ucja/index.htm%23Chapter%2013
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Vermont  
Rule 1.6(b) and 
(c)(1) 
(current rule, 
effective 9/1/09) 

Require        Any 
 

Require No No 

Virginia  
(former rule) 

Require        Any 
(also required to reveal fraud on 
tribunal) 

Permit (not limited 
to substantial loss) 

No No 

Virginia  
Rule 1.6(c)  
(current rule, 
effective 1/1/04) 

Require        Any 
(also required to reveal fraud on 
tribunal) 

Permit (not limited 
to substantial loss) 

No No 

Washington  
(former rule) 

Permit          Any 
(also permitted to reveal client’s 
breaches of fiduciary 
responsibility) 

No  No 

Washington  
Rule 1.6(b)(2), (3) 
(current rule, 
effective 9/1/06) 

Permit          Any No  Permit; mitigate or 
rectify; use of 
lawyer’s services 

West Virginia 
Rule 1.6(b)(1) 
(current rule, 
effective 1/1/89) 

Permit         Any No  No 

Wisconsin  
(former rule) 

Require       Substantial Require No Permit; rectify; use 
of lawyer’s 
services 

Wisconsin  
Rule 1.6(c)(2) 
(current rule, 
effective 7/1/07) 

Require       Substantial Require No Permit; mitigate or 
rectify; use of 
lawyer’s services 

Wyoming  
(former rule) 

Permit         Any No  No 
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http://www.vermontjudiciary.org/LC/Shared%20Documents/PRB-All-Rules.pdf
http://www.vsb.org/site/regulation/guidelines/
http://www.courts.wa.gov/court_rules/?fa=court_rules.list&group=ga&set=RPC
http://www.courts.wa.gov/court_rules/?fa=court_rules.list&group=ga&set=RPC
http://www.wvbar.org/BARINFO/rulesprofconduct/index.htm
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/rsb/scr/5200.pdf
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Wyoming 
Rule 1.6(b)(1)  
(current rule, 
effective 7/1/06) 

Permit         Any No  No 
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http://courts.state.wy.us/CourtRules_Entities.aspx?RulesPage=AttorneysConduct.xml
mailto:jholtaway@staff.abanet.org

