COOPERATIVE PROGRAMS FOR FOREIGN STUDY

NEW PROGRAM AND SITE VISIT QUESTIONNAIRE 2011

	
IMPORTANT
This Questionnaire is for an ABA-approved law school that seeks approval of a Cooperative Program for Foreign Study or for a school with an approved Cooperative Program that is subject to a site visit and program review in the current year.  The deadline for filing this Questionnaire is September 15. This Questionnaire is available on the Section’s website.

All hard copies and attachments should be mailed to:

American Bar Association

Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar

Attn:  Foreign Program Administration

321 North Clark Street

Chicago, IL 60654



INTRODUCTION

ABA-Approved Law School: 

Foreign Institution:

     Name:  

     Address: 

     Institution website: 

Term students will study at foreign institution: 

     Fall: ____________ 
Term begins: ____________    ends: _____________

     Spring: __________
Term begins: ____________    ends: _____________

     Summer: _________
Term begins: ___________      ends: _____________

     Other: ___________
Term begins: ____________    ends: _____________

Current Year Parent School Program Coordinator:

     Name:

     Title:

     Phone Number:

     E-mail:

     Fax:

Prior Year Parent School Program Coordinator (for on-going program, if applicable):

     Name:

     Title:

Foreign Institution Program On-site Director and Program Coordinator: 

     Name:

     Title:

     Phone Number:

     E-mail:

     Fax:

     Dates on-site:

Person completing Questionnaire:

     Name:

     Phone Number:

     E-mail:

Date submitted:

I.  THE PROGRAM
A.
Please give a general description of the program including (1) how the program relates to the academic program and mission of the parent school and (2) how the program relates to the socio-legal environment of the country in which the foreign institution is located and/or has an international or comparative focus.

B.
Please attach a copy of the formal written agreement between the parent school and the foreign institution regarding the program.

C. Is the foreign institution one that is 

(a) government sanctioned or recognized, if educational institutions are state regulated within the country,

(b) recognized or approved by an evaluation body, if such agency exists within


the country, or

(c) chartered to award first degrees in law by the appropriate authority within 


the country?  Yes/No

 If No, please explain why this institution was selected for a cooperative program and state the assurances you received that the quality of the educational experience that this institution can offer to your students is at least equal to the experience that would be available to a student in such an institution in that country.

D. In order to ensure that the program meets standards equivalent to those at the


parent school, please describe the methods employed by the parent school to:

(1) assess the academic quality of the program,

(2) review the adequacy of the methods employed to evaluate student performance, and 

(3) review the program's course materials and the written work of students enrolled in the program.

E.
Please (1) provide a copy of faculty action (minutes, resolution, etc.) approving this cooperative program and its academic content, and (2) state whether the academic content of the program is approved by the faculty in the same manner as the curriculum of the school's on-campus program is approved. If this Questionnaire is filed with respect to a site visit of an approved program, please report faculty review of the goals and operation of this program since the last site visit and program review.

F.
Please describe the process for approving the courses in which students will be allowed to enroll at the foreign institution for credit toward the J.D. degree. Please include in your description the role that faculty play in this process (e.g., approve particular courses or a course of study for a student, approve a set of courses at the foreign institution for which credit will be allowed, set parameters for administrators to use in approving courses).

G.
Please describe how you compute the credits that students will be awarded at the parent institution for work completed in this Cooperative Program.

H.
If the evaluation of students in any course(s) is by a method other than written examination, please describe the method for each course.

I. 
For each visit to legal and government institutions in the host country, please provide the following information for current year and past year (if applicable):


Current Year


Location of Visit:


Course for which class hours will count:


Class Hour Credits (if any):


Prior Year (if applicable)


Location of Visit:


Course for which class hours will count:


Class Hour Credits (if any):


II. FINANCIAL DATA

A. Student payments

(For on-going

(For new and on- 

programs)

going programs)

Prior Year (actual)
Current Year (anticipated)
Individual Student Tuition:

To Parent School


__________

__________ 
To Foreign School


__________

__________

Individual Student Fees:

To Parent School


__________

__________

To Foreign School


__________

__________

Student Individual Expenses:

Travel




__________

__________

Housing



__________

__________

Room and Meals


__________

__________

Library Access


__________

__________

Books & Supplies


__________

__________

Other




__________

__________

Total





__________

__________

B. 
Will this program operate at a deficit for the parent school? If Yes, please explain how the program will be funded.

C.
Please assess how, if at all, the funding of this Cooperative Program impacts upon the J.D. program of the parent school.


III.  FACULTY AND STAFF
A.
Please attach a copy of the on-site Director’s resume. Please explain how the on-site Director meets the requirements of Section II.C. of the Criteria for Student Study in a Foreign Institution regarding training, experience, and familiarity with the programs of both the parent and foreign law school programs.

B. Please briefly describe the assistance (staff assistance, student services support) available to the on-site Director for the administration of the program. 

C.
Please provide a list of the law faculty at the foreign institution, including faculty rank and educational background.

III. STUDENTS

A.
Please state the requirements for enrolling in this Cooperative Program and criteria that are used to choose the students who are selected for the program.

B.
Are all students selected for the program fluent in language of instruction? Yes/No

 
Please describe how the parent school determines language fluency.

C.
Please state the maximum number of credits a student may earn toward the J.D. in this Cooperative Program:

D.
Please report the number of students who studied at this foreign institution for the previous three academic years (prior year and two years previous to that year).

C. Please report the number of students expected to study at this foreign institution for the current year:


IV.  LIBRARY RESOURCES

A. Are the library resources available at the site accessible and adequate to meet the


needs of students enrolled in the program?  Yes/No


Please explain.

B.
Please describe any additional resources available to support student research (e.g., computer-assisted legal research).

C.
What are the days and hours during which students have access to the library?

V.  PHYSICAL FACILITIES

Describe generally the following physical facilities available at the program site with respect to:

A. Classrooms

B.
Study Space and Common Areas for Students

VI.  HOUSING

A.
If the Cooperative Program provides housing for students in the program, please describe it and provide information regarding the quality, soundproofing, sanitation, and safety of the housing.

B.
If the Cooperative Program does not provide housing for students in the program, please provide information on the availability, approximate cost, and location of housing that (will be/was) available for student use and any assistance provided by the foreign institution to assist visiting students in arranging housing.

VII.  SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE OF THE PROGRAM

A. If changes in the course offerings or other significant aspects of the program occur, are applicants who have paid a deposit or registered for the program accorded an opportunity to obtain a full refund of all fees paid within twenty (20) days.

B. How are these program changes communicated to students?

VIII.  DISCLOSURES

A. Please describe the method and date of disclosure (website, brochure, initial

 announcement, etc.) that are provided to prospective registrants for the program for

 the following requirements:

· Dates, locations(s), description of the program, and size of enrollment


· The nature of the relationship with the foreign institution other than the provision of facilities and minimal services

· The number of students who participated in the program the previous year

· Description of each course and number of credit hours

· Schedule of classes with days and times for each class

· Requirements for student performance and grading method

· Enrollment limitations on any courses offered and criteria for enrollment

· A statement that acceptance of any credit or grade for any course taken in the program is subject to determination by the student's home school

· Name, address, telephone and fax number, if available, of an informed contact person at the foreign institution

· Complete statement of all tuition, fees, anticipated living costs, and other expected expenses

· The extent to which the country, city, and facilities are accessible to individuals with disabilities

B.
Please describe the methods that (are/will be) employed by the parent school to comply with Criterion II.K. with respect to State Department Advisories.
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