POTENTIAL AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE 2011 ANNUAL MEETING

OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES

OF THE AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION
NOTE: This list includes issues that may be presented for consideration at the 2011 Annual Meeting or a future meeting of the House of Delegates.  Please remember that the filing deadline for submission of Resolutions with Reports by Association entities and affiliated organizations is Tuesday, May 10, 2011.
ASSOCIATION’S CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS

1. Proposed Amendments
The House’s agenda will include the following proposals to amend the Association’s Constitution and Bylaws:

A) Amend §1.2 of the Constitution to include the following language as one of the purposes of the Association: “to defend the right to life of all innocent human beings, including all those conceived but not yet born.”  Contact: Edward Haskins Jacobs, Jacobs & Brady, P.C., 7 Church Street, Christiansted, St. Croix, VI, 00820; Phone: 340/773-3322; Fax: 340/773-2566; E-mail: edwardjacobs@yahoo.com.
B) Amend §2.2 and various other sections, to provide that each territory, as defined, shall have a seat in the House of Delegates.  Contact:  Douglas W. Hartig, PO Box 501007, Saipan, MP 96950; Phone:  670/234-6503; Fax:  670/234-1009; E-mail:  togodoug@yahoo.com.
C) Amend §7.2 of the ABA Constitution and §26.1 and §21.7 of the ABA Bylaws to change the Law Student Division member-at-large on the ABA Board of Governors from a non-voting one-year term to a voting one-year term. Law Student Division. Contact:  Tommy Preston, Jr., 1085 Shop Road, Unit 116, Columbia, SC 29201; Phone: 864/650-4554; E-mail: preston@mailbox.sc.edu.
D) Amend §30.5 to provide that non-U.S. lawyer associate members may serve as Officers of the Business Law Section.  Section of Business Law.  Contact:  Lynne B. Barr, Lynne B. Barr, Goodwin Procter LLP, Exchange Place, 53 State Street, Boston, MA 02109; Phone:  617/570-1610; Fax:  617/523-1231; E-mail:  lbarr@goodwinprocter.com.
E) Amend §32.1(d) to permit Non-US Lawyer Associates to serve on the Forum’s Governing Committee.  Forum Committee on Construction Industry.  Contact:  George J. Meyer, 4221 W. Boy Scout Boulevard, Suite 1000, Tampa, Florida  33607-5780; Phone:  813/229-4140; Fax:  813/229-4133; E-mail:  gmeyer@carltonfields.com.
F) Amend §31.7 to delete the paragraph headed “Standing Committee on Environmental Law”. This will implement a recommendation of Scope that the Standing Committee on Environmental Law be sunset. Scope and Correlation of Work.  Contact:  Jeffrey J. Snell, 253 W. Aurora Road, Sagamore Hills, OH 44067-2121; Phone:  330/467-9600; E-mail:  Jeff@AttorneySnell.com.

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW

2. Federal Lobbying Laws 

Identifies key shortcomings in the current state of federal lobbying laws and makes specific recommendations for improvements of those laws.  Section of Administrative Law and Regulatory Practice.  Contact:  Trevor Potter, Caplin & Drysdale, 1 Thomas Circle NW, Washington, DC, 20005; Phone:  202/862-5092; E-mail:  tp@capdale.com.
3. Immigration

Supports a change in the treatment of post-departure motions to reopen or to reconsider removal (deportation) proceedings.  Currently the Department of Justice precludes those outside of the United States from exercising a statutory right to file a motion to reopen or to reconsider.  Uniform application of the statute would allow equal access to the statutory right, regardless of territorial presence, under the same restrictions applicable to those filing a motion to reopen or to reconsider from within the United States.  Section of Administrative Law and Regulatory Practice.  Contact:  Jill E. Family, Widener University School of Law, 3800 Vartan Way, Harrisburg, PA, 17106-9382; Phone:  717/541-3911; E-mail:  jefamily@widener.edu.

HEALTH LAW
4. Direct to Consumer Genetic Testing
Urges states and territories to take steps to protect their citizens from the potential untoward effects of direct-to-consumer medical genetic testing.  It further urges the Federal Trade Commission and the Food and Drug Administration to develop guidelines to ensure that the claims made and information provided by direct-to-consumer medical genetic testing companies are truthful and not misleading, and to take action against companies that make false or misleading claims about direct-to-consumer medical genetic testing.  Health Law Section.  Contact:  David Johnson, Bannerman & Johnson, 2210 San Pedro Dr, NE, Bldg 2, Ste. 207, Albuquerque, NM 87110; Phone:  505/837-1900; E-mail:  dhj@nmcounsel.com.
INTERNATIONAL LAW

5. Funding for Capital Increases and Replenishments
Urges Congress to fund U.S. participation in capital increases and replenishments for the World Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank, the African Development Bank, the Asian Development Bank, and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development.  Section of International Law.  Contact: Ron Bettauer, 1518 Highwood Dr., McLean, VA 22101-5800; Phone:  703/536-0729, E-mail: ron.bettauer@verizon.net.
6. Blanket Prohibitions 

Opposes federal or state law that would impose blanket prohibitions on the consideration or use of foreign or international law and opposing blanket prohibitions on the consideration or use of the entire body of law or doctrine of a particular religion.  Section of International Law.  Contact: Glenn P. Hendrix, Arnall Golden Gregory LLP, 171 17th St. NW, Atlanta, GA 30363-1031; Phone: 404/873-8692; Fax:  404/873-8693; E-mail: glenn.hendrix@agg.com.
JUDICIAL INDEPENDENCE

7. Judicial Disqualification
Urges states to adopt recommendations relating to judicial disqualification.  Standing Committee on Judicial Independence.  Contacts:  William K. Weisenberg, Ohio State Bar Association, 1700 Lake Shore Drive Columbus, Ohio 43204; Phone:  614/487-4414; Fax:  614/487-5782; E-mail:  wweisenberg@ohiobar.org.
LAW AND AGING

8. Protection of the Rights of Older Persons
Supports the ongoing processes at the United Nations and Organization of American States towards the strengthened protection of the rights of older persons, including the efforts and consultations towards an international and regional human rights instrument on the rights of older persons.  Commission on Law and Aging.  Contact:  Charlie Sabatino**; Phone:  202/662-8686; E-mail:  charles.sabatino@americanbar.org.
9. Home and Community Based Care
Urges federal, state and territorial administrative bodies to continue efforts to expand the availability of home and community based services (HCBS) as a viable alternative to institutional care by 1) making home and community based services a mandatory service under Medicaid, available to anyone who would otherwise qualify for institutional long-term care; 2) providing comparable financial eligibility standards and procedures for nursing home care and HCBS; 3) permanently mandating Medicaid spousal impoverishment protections for spouses of HCBS enrollees, as already exist for spouses of institutional long-term care, and 4)  establishing income allocations sufficient to allow Medicaid enrollees to afford room and board expenses.  Commission on Law and Aging.  Contact:  Charlie Sabatino**; Phone:  202/662-8686; E-mail:  charles.sabatino@americanbar.org.
LEGAL AID & INDIGENT DEFENDANTS
10. Language Access in the Courts
Recommends the adoption of standards that consist of 10 key principles to guide courts in implementing language access, as is required by the Constitution, the Civil Rights Act, Department of Justice guidelines, and principles of fairness and access to justice. Standing Committee on Legal Aid & Indigent Defendants.  Contact:  Honorable Judge Vanessa Ruiz, District of Columbia Court of Appeals, Historic Courthouse, 430 E Street, N.W., Suite 301, Washington, D.C. 20001; Phone:  202/879-2761; Fax:  202/626-8868; E-mail: vruiz@dcappeals.gov.
LEGAL ASSISTANCE
11. Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act (USERRA)

Seeks endorsement of amendments to the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act (USERRA).  Standing Committee on Legal Assistance for Military Personnel.  Contact:  Gill P. Beck, US Department of Justice Middle District, 101 S. Edgeworth Street, 4th Floor, Greensboro, NC 27402; Phone: 336/332-6304; Fax: 336/333-5257; E-mail: gill.beck@usdoj.gov.
LITIGATION 

12. Cross-Border Class Action Protocols

Recommends the adoption of protocols covering (a) court-to court communications in United States-Canada cross-border class actions; and (b) the coordination of notices to classes in multijurisdictional class action proceedings.  The protocols are designed to address some of the substantive and procedural issues arising in cross-border class actions (discovery, class certification, adequacy of notice and binding effects of settlement), and to promote comity and the just, speedy and inexpensive determination of simultaneous multijurisdictional litigation.  Section of Litigation,  Contact:  Kim Askew, K&L Gates, LLP, 1717 Main Street, Suite 2800, Dallas, Texas  75201; Phone:  214/939-5579; E-mail:  kim.askew@klgates.com.
13. Standards for Experts

Recommend the adoption of ABA Standards of Conduct for Experts Retained by Lawyers.  These standards are intended to provide a recommended framework for the relationship between lawyers and the experts they hire on behalf of their clients, either in litigation or otherwise.  Section of Litigation.  Contact:  Lawrence Fox, Drinker Biddle & Reath, LLP, One Logan Square, Suite 2000, Philadelphia, PA  19106; Phone:  215/988-2714; E-mail:  Lawrence.fox@bdr.com.

14. Model Act for Children

Recommends adoption of the Model Act Governing the Representation of Children in Abuse, Neglect, and Dependency Proceedings.  Section of Litigation.  Contact:  JoAnne Epps, Temple University Beasley School of Law, 1719 N. Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19122; Phone:  215/204-8993; E-mail:  Joanne.epps@temple.edu.
PARALEGALS

15. Paralegal Education Programs
Grants approval, reapproval and/or extension and withdrawal of the term of approval to several paralegal education programs.  Standing Committee on Paralegals.  Contact: Peggy C. Wallace*, Phone: 312/988-5618; E-mail: peggy.wallace@americanbar.org.
YOUNG LAWYERS
16. Truth in Law School Education

Provides potential and current law students with information that will accurately reflect the employment and financial realities. Young Lawyers Division.   Contacts:  Carlos Escurel, Tanoury, Nauts, McKinney & Garbarino, PLLC, 333 W Fort St, Suite 1800, Detroit, MI 48226; Phone:  313/465-8892; E-mail:  carlos_escurel@hotmail.com; David Wolfe, Skoloff & Wolfe, PC, 293 Eisenhower Parkway, Livingston, NJ 07039; Phone:  973/992-0900; E-mail:  dwolfe@skoloffwolfe.com.

17. Student Loan Reform

The Student Loan Reform resolution makes recommendations regarding reforming the student loan industry and providing meaningful financial mechanisms for financing law school education through student loans.  Young Lawyers Division.   Contact:  Keri-Ann Baker, Lewis, Longman & Walker, P.A., 515 North Flagler Drive, Suite 1500; West Palm Beach, Florida 33401; Phone:  561/640-0820; E-mail:  kbaker@llw-law.com.
18. Flextime Procedures/Partnership Tracks

Encourages law firms to adopt and implement flextime procedures and partnership tracks.  Young Lawyers Division.   Contact:  Courtenay R. Dunn, Phelan Hallinan & Schmieg, L.L.P., 1617 John F. Kennedy Boulevard, Suite 1400, Philadelphia, PA 19103; Phone:  215/921-1994; E-mail:  courtenay.r.dunn@gmail.com.
YOUTH AT RISK
19. Child Trafficking Law and Policy Reform

Urges law, policy, and practice improvements that will better assure child victims are treated appropriately, not criminally prosecuted, and that they are better identified so that appropriate services can be promptly provided to them.  The resolution also urges Congressional action to better aid these child victims, including those who may be non-citizen undocumented children victimized by sex or labor trafficking.  Commission on Youth at Risk.  Contact:  Howard Davidson**, Phone:  202/662-1740; E-mail:  howard.davidson@americanbar.org.
20. Children Affected by Immigration Enforcement Actions Against Their Parents

Urges law, policy, and practice improvements that would help undocumented immigrant parents or guardians of minor children better assure the safe care of their children after they are detained or deported.  Commission on Youth at Risk.  Contact:  Howard Davidson**, Phone:  202/662-1740; E-mail:  howard.davidson@americanbar.org.






______________________________

*American Bar Association, 321 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60654

**American Bar Association, Washington Office, 740 15th Street NW, Washington, DC  20005-1009
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