2016 William W. Greenhalgh Student Writing Competition Rules
ELIGIBILITY: The contest is open to students who are members of the American Bar Association and who, at
the date the entry is submitted, attend and are in good standing at an ABA-accredited law school within the
United States and its possessions. Membership in the Criminal Justice Section is not a requirement. Entrants
must be at least 17 years of age and legal permanent residents or citizens of the United States. Employees,
officers, directors of the ABA and members of their immediate families are not eligible.

TOPIC: Over the last few years, police departments across the country have come under fire for
what critics have called incidents involving disproportionate, if not outright lethal, uses of force
on nonviolent individuals. Prompted by myriad civil rights concerns, these incidents have sparked
widespread public calls for accountability. One mechanism for accountability has been civil
liability, particularly under 42 U.S.C. § 1983, under which plaintiffs may sue police officers for
depriving them of their right to be free from excessive force, a right guaranteed by the Fourth
Amendment.
Under longstanding Supreme Court precedent, a § 1983 plaintiff may obtain recovery from a
police officer for violations of the Fourth Amendment only if he or she shows that the police
officer is not entitled to qualified immunity. To overcome qualified immunity, a plaintiff must
establish that the police officer violated a constitutional right, and that the right was “clearly
established” at the time of the incident. Pearson v. Callahan, 555 U.S. 223 (2009).
In theory, “[q]ualified immunity balances two important interests—the need to hold public
officials accountable when they exercise power irresponsibly and the need to shield officials from
harassment, distraction, and liability when they perform their duties reasonably.” Pearson, 555
U.S. at 231. But in practice, courts have struggled with identifying the contours of constitutional
rights and determining that the rights are “clearly established.” Because qualified immunity
views citizen-police encounters from the perspective of the law enforcement officer, plaintiffs
often find themselves on the losing end of this balance.
How would the events of the last few years be treated under the qualified immunity framework?
In light of these events, consider whether the current standards for qualified immunity strike the
proper balance between protecting the Fourth Amendment rights of those subjected to excessive
force and giving law enforcement officers the leeway to properly perform their jobs. If so,
respond to the critics, explaining why current standards strike the proper balance. If not, propose
an alternative, and explain why it would strike a better balance than the standard currently in
place.

JUDGING: A winning entry will contain an original discussion of the selected topic, will be substantively
accurate and supported by citations, and be grammatically correct, concise, well-reasoned, and clearly
written. The Section reserves the right not to award a prize if, in the judgment of the magazine editorial
board’s judging panel, no entry meets these conditions. The decision of the editorial board is final.

PRIZE: The winner will receive a $2,000 cash prize that may be presented at an agreed-upon CJS event with
approved transportation costs to be covered by the Section. (Winner is responsible for taxes on both the cash
prize and reimbursed travel.) Winner will be required to submit a completed W-9 as a condition to receiving
the cash prize. In addition, the winner’s law school will receive a plaque from the ABA’s Criminal Justice
Section. At the discretion of the editorial board, the winning entry may be selected for publication in Criminal
Justice magazine, subject to editing. The winner will be required to sign the standard ABA copyright
agreement warranting the entry’s originality and granting the ABA first publication rights. Should the Section
be unable to locate the winner within 30 days of the award decision, the prize is forfeited and an alternate
winner may be selected.
ALL ENTRANTS: Receive one year’s free full membership in the Criminal Justice Section.
CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION: Only original and unpublished papers are eligible. Papers prepared for law
school credit are eligible provided they are the entrant’s original work. Jointly authored papers are not
eligible. Participants are encouraged, but not required, to have their work reviewed and critiqued by a faculty
member or practicing lawyer, although the submission must be the student’s own work product. The name of
the reviewing faculty member or lawyer must be listed on the cover page of the entry. Section officers, staff,
Criminal Justice magazine editorial board, and selection committee members shall not participate in this
process. A student may submit only one entry per contest year.
FORMAT: Entries cannot exceed 4,500 words, including titles, text, and citations. Entries may be submitted in
Word or WordPerfect as (1) an e-mail attachment, or (2) on standard, 8½ x 11 inch paper, double-spaced.
(The winning entry must be available in electronic format.) Entries should reflect the style and format of
Criminal Justice magazine, including citations that are embedded in text. Entries with footnotes or endnotes
will not be accepted. Citations must conform to the 19th edition of The Bluebook: A Uniform System of
Citation.
SUBMISSION – ALL ENTRIES: Two title pages are required. The first title page must include:
(1) title of paper
(2) last four (4) digits of author’s Social Security number
(3) author’s name
(4) telephone number(s), mailing address(es), and e-mail address(es) where author can be reached May–
August 2016
(5) name of law school
(6) year of expected graduation
(7) date submitted for academic credit (if applicable)
(8) name of individual who reviewed the paper (if applicable)
(9) entrant’s personal certification of good standing at the law school.
The second title page should include only:
(1) title
(2) last four (4) digits of the author’s Social Security number.

DEADLINE: All entries must be received by the editor no later than May 20, 2016. Faxed entries will not
be accepted. The winner will be notified by June 30, 2016. The sponsors are not responsible for late, lost,
or misdirected entries, or for computer errors or technical failures.
SEND ENTRIES to Erin Remotigue, Editor, Criminal Justice Magazine [MS20.1], American Bar Association,
321N. Clark St., Chicago, IL 60654-7598 or via electronic submission by e-mail to
erin.remotigue@americanbar.org Hard copy submissions must include six paper copies.
Questions? E-mail or call the editor at (312) 988-6089. For more information about the Section, programs for
law students, and Criminal Justice magazine, visit www.americanbar.org/crimjust
Entries will not be returned, though authors retain their rights to their work.

